I’ve always been intrigued by this story of the visit of the magi.  These men came from miles away, looking for this newborn King of the Jews, based not on faith, but solely on the appearance of a star in the sky.  They knew that this star’s rising signified the birth of a great and powerful ruler.  Little did they know that this ruler wouldn’t simply be the king of a nation, but the king of humankind.  These magi weren’t moved by faith to make that long journey and to sacrifice their energy and resources looking for Jesus.  But the interesting thing is, it was faith that moved them once they were in the presence of the baby Jesus to bow down in adoration.  They saw in this baby something that was beyond words.  They came face-to-face with God-made-man.  And Jesus doesn’t even have to say a word!  His very presence is enough to bring the magi to their knees!  There a Scripture verse that says that in His presence “every knee shall bend and every tongue profess that Jesus is Lord.”  That’s what’s happening here today!  Jesus didn’t have to do a thing except simply be the one the world was waiting for!  

We have this huge misconception that a person’s worth is based on what they look like or what they can do, what successes they have or how much they earn.  But look at the baby Jesus.  What did he do to deserve such love and praise?  What was different about what he looked like?  The fact is, he did absolutely nothing other than to do what any of us do, to be born into the world.  He was praised for who he was and what he was destined to become!  The only difference between the baby Jesus and us is that it was clear what Jesus’ future would hold – he would be the Savior, and he would suffer and die and rise from the dead.  Our futures are unknown when we’re born, but still God has destined us for greatness too. And all we have to do is be the person God destined us to be.  And believe it or not, God is doing all He can to help us recognize our potential and guide us to that greatness.  
The problem is, how many times do we interfere with God’s efforts to help us recognize our potential?  How many different ways do we find to sabotage ourselves?     

· Drugs, alcohol that ruin our bodies and our minds

· Bad choices in relationships, choosing friends that lead us down the wrong path and encourage us to pursue vice
· Bad attitudes that keep us from forming close relationships with others
· Laziness in the spiritual life, which keeps us from experiencing the life of God

We need to stop doing whatever it might be that ends up sabotaging God’s efforts in our lives and allow Him to really guide us.  It doesn’t mean the journey’s always going to be easy.  The magi went in search of Jesus by following a star, leaving their homelands far behind, and right when they seemed to be so close to arriving at their destination, the star seemed to disappear.  That’s why Matthew says that they were so overjoyed when they saw the star again after meeting with King Herod.  At some point in their journey, they lost sight of the star.  Maybe the star got lost behind some clouds or maybe they confused it with one of the millions of other stars in the sky.  Maybe they momentarily looked in the wrong direction.  At that point, they could’ve turned back, but if they did, they never would’ve found what they’re looking for, the true light they were thirsting for, and the meaning they longed for.  
We so often find ourselves in the same situation.  We know God is faithful, and we want to trust Him, but we lose sight of that star.  Maybe other things get in our way of seeing the star: worries and concerns, the busyness of life.  Maybe we begin to confuse the true light for other false lights out there: those things that promise happiness but in the end can’t deliver lasting joy.  Maybe we take our eyes off of God and pursue other things for a while—money or pleasure, for example—and can’t seem to find our way back.  How do we find our way back?  

That’s when we have to exercise our faith in God – no matter how far we might have strayed, the gift of faith still remains in our souls, perhaps lying dormant, but waiting to be unleashed once again.  We have to nudge that faith awake again – push ourselves to follow God’s will no matter what, trusting that through faith, the light will become clear once again.  
I realize that this may not describe where you’re at in your life right now, but I can assure you that there’s someone in your life right now that it does apply to.  Someone in your life has lost sight of the star.  They’re thinking about turning back, or perhaps have already turned back.  They’re doubting God’s faithfulness, His goodness and His love.  Maybe they’re finding it hard to accept one of the Church’s teachings on faith or morals.  Maybe they’re suffering some pain or loss.  Maybe they’re addicted to some sin and are drifting further and further away from the light.   
Whatever their specific situation, they need to be reminded that God is faithful, that even though a cloud may have covered up the star or they’re confused about which star is the true light, the star is still there, and if they keep following God’s path—the one that they know in their heart is true—then their journey will lead them to the light.  

Today God has reminded us that we can count on Him.  This week it’s our turn to remind someone else.  Who is that person that you’ll remind this week?  Today, I encourage you to ask God to reveal that person to you, if He hasn’t told you already.  And when you receive Jesus in the Eucharist today, promise Him that you’ll do your best to remind that person and others around you that God can be trusted, and that it’s worth it to follow the star.  

