Jesus Christ is risen!  Alleluia!  Come on, say it with me: “Alleluia!”  Alleluia is our song.  Alleluia is the air we breathe tonight with all the angels and saints.  Alleluia is our hearts’ crying out to God, praising Him in great thanksgiving for the gift of eternal life that He has won for us in His Son Jesus Christ.  Three days after he died on the cross, Jesus performed this greatest miracle of all—He rose from the dead!  He conquered sin and death forever!  Those enemies could never claim ever again to have won hands-down!  

The very first evidence of the Resurrection was the empty tomb.  We hear that today.  Never in all the history of man has there been a greater discovery than the empty tomb!  Isn’t that an amazing thought?  That finding nothing would be the source of the world’s greatest joy?  It first filled the women and the disciples with great fear and anxiety, but they soon realized that everything was not as it first appeared.  That emptiness was what caused the women tonight to no longer just walk toward the tomb—the symbol of death—but to begin running in search of their beloved Jesus (the source of life!).  That emptiness had sparked a sense of urgency within them to find Jesus once again: “We need our Lord!” they said.  That emptiness ultimately opened up their hearts so they could experience the fullness of the Risen Christ when they later came face-to-face with him.  

Their experience speaks to us all.  You might have heard it said that we can’t have Easter Sunday without Good Friday, that the joy of the Resurrection comes only after the suffering of the cross, that light comes only after the darkness.  But we can extend that idea a bit further after hearing the Gospel today.  The women and the disciples had to discover the emptiness of the tomb before discovering the Resurrection.  They had to recognize the emptiness within themselves before Christ could fill them up.  They had to experience the last blow to their sense of security—thinking that the one they had loved was simply taken—before they could acknowledge that their only security was in the Risen Christ.  When they thought they had lost everything, God stepped in and returned everything to them many times over.  
The empty tomb is a sign of spiritual poverty, the prerequisite for us to truly receive Jesus Christ into our lives.  To be completely stripped of every selfish tendency within us.  To be fully cut off from every worldly attachment to material things, to power, to reputation, to comfort.  When we are empty, when we accept that we have nothing—other than the desire to know and to love God more fully—then we are open to receive everything!  

When we enter into the darkness of our lives—whether it’s loss or disappointment or failure of any kind—that’s when God is calling out to us most distinctly, knocking on the very door of our hearts, asking us to open the door and let in the light.  A person who is poor in spirit, who has humbled themselves enough to discover the emptiness within them, cannot imagine any other rescue for them apart from God.  That’s what the disciples and the women from the Gospel today experienced.  In their sorrow they realized that only Jesus was their everything!  

Learn to fall in love with Jesus.  Learn to fall in love with the truth of your weaknesses—that you are weak, that you are empty—because even though it’s difficult for our egos to accept, our weakness pushes us toward God, as if to send us to our knees.  Think about the last time you lost something or someone or had a disappointment or failure, where did you eventually turn, if not right away?  To God!  You prayed, “Lord, make it better!  Only You can restore to me the joy I had before!”  And He hears us.  But He waits for us to stop walking, but to start running toward Him—it’s in emptiness and weakness that we most powerfully encounter the Risen Christ.  
Today is a glorious day of celebration.  In the Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, we are assured that anything can be restored or renewed within us: 

· The sinner is given hope

· The sorrowful is consoled

· The fearful is granted courage

· The empty is filled

· And death is not the end
Jesus Christ is risen!  He is the source of our joy.  That’s why we cry out “Alleluia!  Praise God!”  

