Today every Catholic throughout the world is celebrating the Solemnity of Christ the King, when we raise up Jesus Christ, acknowledging him as the King of kings, and King of our lives.  This is a fairly new feast in the Church, established only in 1925, though we would say the belief of Christ as King has existed since the beginning of Christianity.  The Church has lots of feasts throughout the year, and we might wonder why that is.  Pope Pius XI explained why the world was in need of this particular feast today in a letter he wrote to the world.  

First, he explained that throughout history, these special feasts have been established in response to particular needs that arise in the life of the world and the Church—they might be feasts to honor the martyrs, the celebration of Corpus Christi or the Sacred Heart.  Christ the King was established in 1925 when the world was still trying to recover from World War I, which had devastated Europe and shattered the modern world’s hopes for progress based solely on technology and human reason.  This was also the time following the Russian Bolshevik Revolution, which had given birth to the world’s first explicitly atheistic regime, Soviet Communism.  Everywhere the pope looked, he saw human societies abandoning Christian values and trying to build paradise on earth through other means.  It kind of reminds you of the story of the Tower of Babel, when the people thought they could reach heaven by building a tower high enough (and we know how that story turned out – the people ended up being divided by language).  
But if humanity had been able to perfect itself by itself, without God’s help, then Jesus Christ never would have had to come to earth.  But the fact is, Jesus did come.  He brought his grace and the life of God to a fallen race, and only by believing in that Gospel and accepting that grace can individuals and societies achieve true and lasting peace and prosperity.  This feast today is for no other reason than to remind the world that to reject Jesus Christ, either in our private or public life, is to reject our only hope, and to accept him is to accept salvation.  Christ matters.  

That reminder is as valid today as it was in 1925.  We are constantly bombarded by messages in the media that tell us to keep our religion safe at home and keep it out of the public square (the whole debate over “separation of Church and State”).  But if we don’t defend and spread Christian values in society, what values will end up thriving there?  If we don’t continue bringing Christ into our culture, what will culture become?  

Back in 2004 we had a perfect example of this. The British Royal Navy officially recognized and approved the practice of Satanism.  A navy technician, who openly claimed to be a devil worshiper, was granted permission to perform satanic rituals on his ship.  A Navy spokesman explained that the Navy was “an equal opportunity employer [that doesn’t] stop anyone from having their own religious values.”  And yet what kind of values does a Satanist bring to the table?  By their own profession, Satanists live by the laws of self-indulgence, vengeance rather than turning the other cheek, and an embrace of all that they call the “so-called” sins as they lead to physical, mental and emotional gratification – by all accounts, this produces a selfish person, not someone willing to work on a team.  

This is just one example of where culture is heading when we stop trying to bring Christ into the culture.  Morality begins to deteriorate.  We see it in China and North Korea.  We see it in our own American culture, which throughout the world is seen as morally bankrupt – it’s a culture of self-indulgence, materialism and death.  We see the killing of our children and our elderly as something good.  

If we truly believe that Jesus Christ is the Savior, that there really is one God who created us and redeemed us, we should not be afraid to bring that faith to play in our culture.  Because the thing is, if we don't bring it into play, others will bring into play other values and beliefs, and those may not be as innocent as we would like.  All religions are not the same.  All values systems are not the same.  The Church is reminding us of that today, and encouraging us to be faithful followers of the one true God, who so loved the world that He sent His only Son to be our Savior by winning for us the forgiveness of sins through his death on the cross.  
Doing this—being followers of Christ the King—doesn’t mean we force people into the Church.  Nothing good is achieved through force, and that’s not how Christ did it.  As Pope John Paul II said more than once, the Church does not intolerantly impose its beliefs, she proposes them.  We must be courageous in making that proposal.  We are ambassadors of Christ the King.  We represent him to the world.  Through us, the wisdom of Christ enlightens culture.  Through us, the grace of Christ reaches into every corner of the human community and heals it of its selfishness, greed and injustice.  Our job as ambassadors is simply to be loyal.  

· And that means first of all that we have to know the King's desires and priorities:  Do we know them well?  Are we constantly striving to know them better?  
· An ambassador must also put the King’s desires into action:  Are we actively being his ambassadors?  Is Christ’s truth and grace reaching more people through us, through our words, our deeds, our example?  

We are called to know Christ’s message better and better, and deliver it wherever His Will sends us.  That’s what it means to follow the King.  
As a final thought, I want to leave you with a quote from the great Catholic writer, G.K. Chesterton:  "What puzzles the world, and its wise philosophers and fanciful pagan poets, about the priests and people of the Catholic Church is that they still behave as if they were messengers. A messenger does not dream about what his message might be, or argue about what it probably would be; he delivers it as it is." 

