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Pastor’s Corner





Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 





This Labor Day weekend we celebrate the traditional end of summer.  For many, it is a final time of rest before the start of school and other fall activities, though Labor Day is a civil holiday established as a tribute to American workers whose achievements have contributed to the strength, prosperity and well-being of our country.  Being a civil holiday, though, doesn’t prevent the Church from expressing its support for labor.  A vast body of Church documents is devoted to this theme, mostly written since the dawn of the Industrial Age in the late 1800s.  It started in 1891 with Pope Leo XIII’s encyclical “Rerum Novarum,” which focused on the way that the Industrial Revolution was changing the face of the labor force and the social issues that arose as a result.  





Pope John Paul II also wrote on the theme of labor in his 1981 encyclical “Laborem Exercens” (which can be found in its entirety on the Internet).  He wanted to develop a theological basis for understanding man and work.  The following are some key concepts from the document: 


Work was created for man, not man for work: The Book of Genesis describes how at Creation man was given dominion over the earth and everything in it, to care for it and transform the raw materials into things that are useful for man.  Work is thus a fundamental dimension of man’s existence and a way for man to cooperate with God in the act of creation.  


Work gives man dignity: It is good for man to work, not only because he adapts nature to his needs, but also because he attains a sense of fulfillment through his work.  Through work, man can provide for his family and contribute to society.  Being industrious in one’s work, then, can be considered a virtue.   


Workers have human rights: These include the right to work, the right to a living wage, the right to decent working conditions, and the right to non-discrimination in the workplace.


There is a spirituality of work: Not only is labor a sharing in the activity of the Creator, but labor is also a means by which to unite ourselves to Jesus Christ, who was also a man of labor (he was a carpenter by trade).  Further, all work, whether manual or intellectual, involves some toil, which is a burden that, if endured patiently, can be united to the sufferings of Christ on the cross.  











Banns of marriage for:





Lynnea Bender & Cody Wetzel





Mass Schedule


Mon. 5th 	Labor Day - No Mass – Office closed


Tues. 6th 	9:00 a.m. Opening of adoration


		5:00 p.m. Mass – living/deceased of CCW


		5:30 p.m. CCW pot luck & general meeting


		7:00 p.m. Cemetery Board meeting


Wed. 7th 	9:00 a.m. Mass – Keith Hobday+


		10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible study 


Thurs. 8th 	8:55 a.m. Closing of Adoration


5:00 p.m. Mass – living/deceased of the 


		   Mike & Terry Keenan Family


Fri. 9th 		9:00 a.m. Mass – living/deceased of the 


				  Pat O’Keefe Family





Sat.  10th 	3:45 p.m. Reconciliation


4:30 p.m. Mass – Tom Hunt+


Lectors		Don Callisto, Barb Kavan


Euch. Min.	Jeff Traxler, Kathy Traxler


Server		Megan Traxler, Mary Traxler


Gift Bearers	Hunt Family





 Sun. 11th 	7:30 a.m. Reconciliation	


		8:00 a.m. Mass   - John Snyder+


Lectors		Steve Widmer, Jim Selly


Euch. Min.	Elaine Willette


Server		Karla Holicky


		10:00 a.m. Mass for the Parish  


Lectors		Brian Hoffman, Lillian Hoffman


Euch. Min.	Francis Meyer, Norm Schmidt, 


		Peg Cooney, Patti Gruetzmacher


Servers		Matt Lloyd, Pat Lloyd, Anna Lloyd


Gift Bearers	Volunteers


		12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish




























































































Please pray for…





Part of our Christian duty is to pray for each other.  We are including this list of people to pray for.  





Randy Campbell  	Tim Simonette		


Mary Janovsky 		Dorleen Schmieg	


Ron Mangan 		JoAnn Cemensky


Darlene Huonder	Matthew Collins		


Ken Harkins		Ryan Holicky	


Terry Krenik		Dave Ugland


Margaret Wondra	LaVonne Goettl


Cindy Wolf		Dave Wolf		


Russ Kopet		Teresa Widmer


Magdaline Ballman	Ruth Holicky	


Ralph Hoey		Helen Holicky


Ed Germscheid





All in Central Health Care, Mala Strana, Good Samaritan, Traditions, Villages, Three Links, Ecumen of Sand Prairie, Horizon Place, Country Neighbors.








Faith Formation.





Faith Formation Classes will begin Wednesday, September 14 with a mandatory large group Parent/Student meeting in church for the Early (5:15pm) and Late (6:45pm) Sessions.  A complete calendar for the year will be given at that time as well as an important, revised Parent Handbook. Special meetings will also be held for 2nd grade, 8th grade and 9th grade families.   No Faith Formation supper will be served that first evening.  Registration forms were mailed and are also available at all parish entrances or can be downloaded from www.stmarysthenry.org.  It is so important to turn in registrations by September 6th so that we can give teachers their class lists, have enough books on hand and be able to allot the correct classroom sizes.  For this reason, only those students registered by the due date will be placed in a classroom the first night. 


Volunteers Needed!   Personal growth in your faith life and many blessings come from working with our youth.  You are invited to look at the curriculum in each grade to see what may best suit you.  Please contact Father Chris, Colleen Budin or any Faith Formation Board Member if you are interested in helping or would like to have more information.   Tuition fees are discounted or waived for our volunteers!  We can definitely accommodate those who wish to teach part of the year or an every-other-week situation.  


As of this printing, we need the following positions filled:


Second Grade - 2 sections, Third Grade - 3 sections, Fourth Grade - 2 sections, Fifth Grade - 1 section, Sixth Grade - 2 sections


Our Faith Formation Board, along with Father Chris and me, has decided to mandate that students attend Faith Formation classes the year prior to a sacramental year.  This applies to First and Seventh grade.  So much material is covered in those following years that it is unreasonable to expect that kids can just catch up.  Of course, the true desire is that our children are attending all years to build their knowledge and love of God steadily in an age-appropriate manner.  


Kindergarten Faith Formation Classes will be held during Sunday 10am Mass at St. Mary’s one Sunday per month beginning October 2nd.   This Sunday Kindergarten program will utilize the same outstanding Call to Faith curriculum and cover all of the materials in a condensed, more effective manner.   Registration for this new program is included on the Faith Formation registration.  These students can still attend Children’s Liturgy of the Word on non-class Sundays as usual.  


Children’s Liturgy of the Word will resume on Sunday, September 11 during the 10am Mass at St. Mary’s Church.  No registration is completed for this weekly program.  Children aged 3 (potty trained) through Kindergarten are welcome!  Father calls them forward after the Opening Prayer and they return to the church at Offertory.  Please contact Colleen if you are interested in helping with this ministry.   Teachers can be from grade 7 to grandparents – male and female!  You only teach once every 4-5 weeks and come in at 9:30am that morning to get oriented to the day’s lesson.  The Gospel reading is read/taught on their level and some activity or artwork is prepared for you to do with the kids.  This is a great introductory opportunity for any students interested in teaching Faith Formation classes in the future as well as for those interested in a career in education. 





“And God showed his love for us by sending his only Son into the world, so that we might have life through him.”  1 John 4:9





Colleen Budin � HYPERLINK "mailto:colleenb@frontier.com" �colleenb@frontier.com�











Sharing & Caring Hands – run by Mary Jo Copeland, is in need of volunteers to help children with their homework after school.  These children are homeless and often their education has suffered due to their unstable living situation.  The students love spending time with another caring adult and really need the help to complete their work.  No special training is required, just a commitment to come weekly and do what you can to help.  Would you be willing to spend an afternoon each week working with these children at Mary’s place?  The program starts September 12th and is offered Monday through Wednesday, 4 – 6 pm and Thursdays 3 - 4 pm.  Volunteers must be 14 years or older.  If you are interested please contact Kathy Klement at � HYPERLINK "mailto:kklement@sharingandcaringhands.org" �kklement@sharingandcaringhands.org� or 612-328-0988 or Charlotte Kinzley at � HYPERLINK "mailto:ckinzley@sharingandcaringhands.org" �ckinzley@sharingandcaringhands.org� or 612-328-4384.  





Mary, Eve, Sarah, Miriam, Ruth…What legacies do these women of the Bible leave to us today?  Join the Women's Bible Study group as we begin a new series titled "Women of the Bible."   We meet every Wednesday morning at 10:00 a.m. at St. Mary's starting on September 21st.  Our study books should arrive by this date.  














Great Power in the Blessed Sacrament


By most Reverend Thomas Daily, Bishop of Brooklyn, NY





“The rosary, especially prayed in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament, is a powerful means of spiritual grace.  In all of our efforts to promote the sanctity of human life, prayer is our first and strongest resource.  May we rely upon the power of our Lord’s Presence in the Blessed Sacrament and the intercession of His Blessed Mother to guide and help us in fostering a greater respect for human life and an end to abortion in our society…”





Spend a Holy Hour with our Eucharistic Lord exposed in the Blessed Sacrament!  The Adoration Chapel is open from Tuesday, 9:00 a.m. until Thursday, 9:00 a.m. (except during a Mass or funeral).  Make a visit at any time.  Additional adorers are always welcome and needed.  Call Joyce (4410) or Gloria (6939) for more information. 





Ushers for September/October, 2011





4:30 p.m. Mass – Jack Von Bank, Roger Vollmer, Dick Bradshaw & Milo Holey


10:00 a.m. Mass – Bob Closser, Kathy Wetzel, Ken Kalina, Volunteer





St. Henry Sacrificial Giving





Weekly budget is $675.00





Sunday Adult	$    750.00


Plate		$      69.75


		$    819.75	+$144.75





	











Church cleaning – Laurie Goettl, Kim Brockway, Bernadette Kauffman  are scheduled to have the church cleaned by September 18, 2011. 





St. Mary’s Sacrificial Giving





Weekly Budget      $ 3,500.00





Sunday Adult	$1,937.66


Plate		$     71.10


Youth		$            0


		$ 2,008.76	-$1,491.24








Third Capital Campaign began July 1, 2011 & runs to June 30, 2014


Cash & Commitments	$165,178.12


Cash this week		         895.00


Cash to date		    51,127.12


137 out of approximately 520 households have returned their pledge cards to indicate their intentions for the coming campaign.  If you have not returned your pledge card, please do so at your earliest convenience.  If you no longer have your pledge card, extras can be found at the church entrances.  


8/30/2011 Payment 			 $4,519.12


Loan Balance 			          $646,452.00


Thank you & bless you for your continued generosity!














Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry


165 N Waterville Ave


Le Center MN  56057


Phone - 507-357-6633


Phone/Fax - 507-357-4838


Parish Website: www.stmarysthenry.org


Parish Staff Office Hours:


Fr. Christopher Shofner – Pastor (Tuesday - Friday)


Jo Sowieja - Pastoral Minister	(Monday, Tuesday, Thursday)


Colleen Budin – Faith Formation (variable schedule for summer)


Judy La Framboise – Secretary/Receptionist 


		(Tuesday a.m., Wednesday, Thursday p.m., Friday a.m.)


Tara Robinson – Accounting	(Tuesday & Thursday)


Bill Collins Jr. – Maintenance	(Monday – Friday)


Terri McMillen - Music Ministry





Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Friday


Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted by the end of the work day on Wednesday. 





Sacramental Information


Baptism - offered once each month (except during Lent).  Contact Jo for baptism in English; contact Fr. Chris for baptism in Spanish


Marriage - contact Fr. Chris or Jo at least 6 months in advance.  All couples must complete a weekend retreat as well as marriage preparation classes with either Fr. Chris or Jo.  


Confirmation - youth are prepared in grades 8, 9 & 10.  For adult confirmation - contact Jo.


Anointing of the Sick - communal anointing for the Parish once each year in the spring.  For private anointing, contact Fr. Chris


Communion calls for ill or homebound - please contact Jo


R.C.I.A. - classes form in September and January.  Contact Jo


Adult Education - contact Fr. Chris or Jo


For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Judy.











Twenty-Third


Sunday in 


Ordinary Time





September 4, 2011








Mass Schedule





Saturday      4:30 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday      	8:00 AM (St. Henry)


10:00 AM (St. Mary)


     		12:00 PM (St. Mary,Spanish)


Tuesday        5:00 PM Mass


Wednesday   9:00 AM Mass


Thursday       9:00 AM Mass


Friday      	9:00 AM Mass





Reconciliation


Saturday	3:45 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday	7:30 AM (St. Henry)


Adoration


Opening	9:00 AM Tuesday


Closing	8:55 AM Thursday




















Announcements for Communities/Organizations in the Area 


Le Center Dollars for Scholars – is accepting applications for the Le Center Community Scholarship.  Scholarships will be awarded to Le Center residents that are either currently attending a post secondary educational institution or planning to attend this fall.  Individuals must be a resident of Le Center.  To receive an application visit the City of Le Center’s website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.cityoflecenter.com" �www.cityoflecenter.com� – at the bottom of the home page is a link to an application.  Questions – please contact Sheila Huber at 507-357-6767 or email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:keshuber@frontiernet.net" �keshuber@frontiernet.net�.  Application deadline is September 15, 2011.  


St. Maron’s Church of Minneapolis presents “A Touch of Lebanon Festival” – on Saturday and Sunday, September 24 & 25th, 2011.  Lebanese food, games, raffles, gifts, music and dancing – fun for all ages.  See flyers on the bulletin boards.


St. Wenceslaus Guatemala Mission Trip students Pillow Cleaning fundraiser – will be held on Saturday, September 10th from 7:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at the St. Wenceslaus Gym in New Prague.  See flyers on the bulletin boards.


Marysburg Catholic Church – invite you to their Fall Festival on Sunday, September 11th.  An outdoor Mass at 10:30 a.m. will be followed by a smoked pork loin dinner including au gratin potatoes, green beans, applesauce, rolls, homemade pie and beverage for $9 per person.  Kids menu available for $2.  Live music provided by Sonny Bryant and Band for your listening and/or dancing enjoyment.  Historic tour of the old Marysburg settlement, games, activities, bake sale and farmer’s market.  Beer and 1919 root beer floats sold from 11:30 – 2:30 p.m.  


St. Canice Church of Kilkenny – will host its Fall Festival on Sunday, September 18th 2011.  The day begins with Mass at 10:00 a.m., dinner of chicken, ham and all the trimmings will be served cafeteria style from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the parish hall.  Adults - $10, children ages 5 – 12 years $3, Preschool - $1.  Take-outs available.  Activities include a Country Store, Jar Bar, Crafts, Refreshments, bingo, raffles, Come and enjoy the day!  


Grace Lutheran Church in Mankato – will celebrate 125 years as of October 15th – they are having a Scandinavian Fall Splendor Fundraiser complete with a Lutefisk & Swedish Meatball Dinner on that date.  Flyers on the bulletin boards along with reservation slips or information to be able to make reservations.  Presale tickets are $15 until September 24th - $17 after that.  Check it out!  


Our Lady of the Prairie Fall Festival in Belle Plaine – will be held on Sunday, September 11th beginning with a praise & worship Mass at 10:00 a.m.  Chicken & Ham dinner serving from 11 – 2 pm.  Take-out orders available.  Adults $9; children ages 3 – 10 $5 and under age 3 are free.  Ernie Stumpf Band from 11:30 – 2 pm, country store, bingo, crafts, raffle, children’s games, refreshments, bake sale, food stand, wood auction at 2 pm.  


Archbishop’s Annual Mass for Persons with Disabilities – is set for September 11, 2011 at 3:00 p.m. in St. Mary’s Chapel at the St. Paul Seminary.  This special Mass hosted by the St. Paul Seminary begins at 2:30 p.m. with a sing-along.  Bishop Lee Piche will celebrate the Mass and confer the sacrament of Confirmation.  All are invited and welcome.  Please call Deacon Sean and Joan Curtan at 651-291-4543 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:curtans@archspm.org" �curtans@archspm.org� for more information. 


Traditional Latin Tridentine Mass – is celebrated at St. Peter and Paul Catholic Church in Mankato on the first Saturday of each month.  See a listing of the dates on the bulletin boards.  


St. Anne’s in Le Sueur Annual “Applefest” Fall Festival – is scheduled for Saturday, September 17 and Sunday, September 18th, 2011 at the Parish School – 511 N 4th Street in Le Sueur.  Outdoor Mass at 5:15 p.m. on Saturday followed by a Hog Roast dinner.  Grilled Chicken dinner is served Sunday from 11 am – 1:30 pm.  Children’s games, pony rides and hay rides also begin at 11 on Sunday.  New this year is “Ye Olde Curios Shoppe” which features collectibles, glassware, artwork and vintage clothing.  Family favorites including a beer garden, music, Saturday night dance, flea market, silent auction, concessions, crafts, and goodies ongoing all weekend.  


Le Center Sportsmen Club Hog Roast – will be held on Saturday, September 10, 2011.  Social from 5 – 6 pm and Dinner from 6 – 8 pm.  Menu includes Carnitas, Tamales, Roast Pork & Pulled pork, veggies, potatoes, bread & dessert.  Food, refreshments, music & fun.  For tickets or for takeouts call 507-327-0932 or 507-420-1172 or 612-756-2352





Pastoral Minister





This week we’re back on the regular schedule of home Communion calls on Tuesday morning.  Patty will be making calls for those in their homes and Diane will take Communion to Country Neighbors.  





Next Sunday, September 11th will be Baptism Sunday in our parishes.  For baptism in English please contact Jo and for baptism in Spanish please contact Fr. Chris – 357-4838.  If we are not available you may leave a message and we will return your call.  All parents and godparents are expected to attend a class pertaining to baptism prior to the celebration of the sacrament.  For the class in English, I will gladly meet with parents/godparents at a time convenient to those involved.  I meet with individual families rather than doing a large group at one time.  Please call to arrange that time and provide the necessary information pertaining to the baptism. 





Kids are back to school – watch for kids as you are driving please!  





In the scheme of nature Humans are not unique.  We aren’t the only creatures with flesh and hair and blood and hearts.  What makes us special is not only our body but the signature of God on our lives.  We are his works of art.  We are created in his image to do good deeds.  We are significant, not because of what we do, but because of whose we are.    





Jo Sowieja, Pastoral Minister


joso@frontiernet.net











A Labor Day Prayer





Lord on this Labor Day,


We celebrate the work we do,


and we thank You for the blessing of our jobs.  


We ask for those seeking employment,


that You guide them in their search for work.





We ask for guidance when we are confused.  


We ask for patience when working through conflicts.


We ask for strength to complete each day.


We ask for rest when we are weary.





We ask that You be with those whose faces we might never see 


but who work tirelessly each day 


for the good of us all.





Lord, support us all day long until shadows lengthen,


evening comes, the busy world hushed, 


the fever of life is over, and our life’s work is done.�Then, in Your tender mercy, give us safe lodging,


holy rest and everlasting peace at Your side for eternity. 





Amen.








CCW upcoming events:


 


September 6, 2011, after 5:00 p.m. Mass – CCW 


		General meeting & pot luck


September 24, 2011 – Saturday – Fall Hot Dish & Salad Luncheon at St. Mary’s 11:00 – 12:30 pm


October 6, 2011 – Fall Institute at Immaculate Conception in Lonsdale – begins with Mass at 6:00 p.m. – contact Kelly Jo Closser by 9/30/2011 to register


October 20, 2011 – Mission Event at St. Wenceslaus in New Prague which begins at 6:00 p.m.  Please contact Kelly Jo Closser if you can provide a silent auction item.








Lighthouse Catholic Media CD of the Week


“Anger and Forgiveness” by Deacon Dr. Bob McDonald





Catholic psychotherapist Deacon Dr. Bob McDonald provides a spiritual and psychological prescription for overcoming the sinful anger that poisons the mind of Christ within, causing alienation and division.  His practical wisdom shows that only by learning how to forgive can we hope to promote healing and understanding in our relationships and enjoy the blessings of a forgiving heart. 





“This CD has changed my life!  It has given me a clearer understanding of anger and how we can overcome it.”  ~ Dan – Oakdale, CA











As we celebrate this Labor Day weekend, then, let us keep these things in mind.  Workers are the foundation of our nation’s prosperity and should therefore be granted the dignity and respect they deserve.  Let us pray for all those who work in every field of work—farmers, doctors, lawyers, teachers, nurses, construction workers, office staffs, restaurant servers and all others—may they find the fulfillment in their work that God wants for them. And let us pray for all those who very much desire to work, but are unable to find work.  May God help them in their search.  Be safe this holiday weekend!  





God bless,


Fr. Chris Shofner  


� HYPERLINK "mailto:fr.chris@hotmail.com" ��fr.chris@hotmail.com�











Next Sunday Readings:


Sirach 27:30- 28:9


Romans 14: 7-9


Matthew 18:21-35








Many blessings to all students who return to school this week, to college students who have moved away for the first time or will be returning to campus, and to those adults who have decided to return to school after years away.  May this year be fruitful, and may the Spirit of wisdom and knowledge be with you and guide your steps.  St. Thomas Aquinas, patron of students, pray for us.  








Please make note!  The Mass schedule is altered slightly this week with the Thursday Mass being at 5:00 p.m. – not the usual 9:00 a.m.  Thanks!  











Banns of Marriage:  




















St. Henry Altar Society Fall meeting will take place on Tuesday, September 13, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. at the St. Henry Parish Hall.  See you there!  





St. Mary-St. Henry Parish Directory: It’s been five years since our last parish directory.  A lot can change in five years: New additions are made to families, children grow up, and new families join the parish.  This is a great opportunity for the parish to get an updated snapshot of our parish family and for families to get a new family portrait if it has been a while.  Olan Mills will once again be photographing families for the directory this fall on the following dates: October 18-22, October 24-29, and November 1.  Mark your calendars, and watch in the coming weeks for opportunities to sign up your family for an appointment.   





We are also looking for an individual or team of individuals to help coordinate volunteers who would greet families that come for their photography appointment during the dates listed above.  If you are interested in coordinating or would like more information about what this involves, please contact the parish office. 











