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Pastor’s Corner





Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 





Please welcome Fr. Hessian this weekend to all the English Masses, and Fr. Adams to the Spanish Mass, while I’m away on vacation.  As the parish settles into the busyness of the fall, it’s shaping up to be a unique and exciting time in our parish.  Some of the things going on:





The implementation of the New Roman Missal: A new translation of the Mass will go into effect the first weekend of Advent (November 26-27, 2011).  At that time, the current translation of the Mass will no longer be used.  Please note the bulletin articles each week to learn of the changes.  Mass announcements will take place beginning in mid-October to further explain and reinforce the changes so everyone is comfortable with the changes as the date approaches.  


A lot of work is going on behind the scenes with the implementation of the New Roman Missal – new materials are being ordered for the Mass (i.e., prayer books), our music ministers are working to select and learn new musical settings for the Mass, and we’re working to identify and correct any deficiencies in our liturgical worship.  All of this is with the goal of exalting the Mass as the beautiful, awe-inspiring prayer that it is meant to be.


During the first four weekends of October, we will be counting all individuals in attendance at each of our Masses.  This is a request from Archbishop Nienstedt as he prepares a full report on ministry in our Archdiocese, which will be sent in advance of his visit to Rome in 2012 (known as an ad limina visit, which all bishops are required to make periodically).  We will do our best to accurately count all in attendance in the least obtrusive manner possible.  


The last half of October, we will be photographing families for our new pictorial directory.  It has been 5 years since our last one.  Signups for appointments have already begun—after Masses, online or by telephone.  Check today’s bulletin for how to sign up your family for a photo appointment.  


During the first half of this year, our staff underwent some adaptations in their work hours (some chose to reduce their hours, and we brought in a new part-time staff member).  Now that the school year has begun once again, the needs of the parish have changed.  The staff will be working together to determine if further adaptations need to be take place with their schedule of office hours.  Please watch for announcements of any changes so that you can be assured that you will reach who you need when you call or visit the office.  











We welcome through the waters of baptism:





Claire Marie Claffey


Cooper Christopher Sladek











Mass Schedule


Mon. 26th 	No Mass


Tues. 27th 	9:00 a.m. opening of adoration


		Home Communion calls 


		Country Neighbors – Volunteer?


		No Mass


		5:30 p.m. CCW Board meeting 


Wed. 28th 	9:00 a.m. Mass – Don Woelfel+


		10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible study begins


		Faith Formation classes @ 5:15 & 6:45 p.m.


		8:15 p.m. Faith Formation Board meeting


Thurs. 29th 	8:55 a.m. Closing of Adoration


9:00 a.m. Mass – Loretta Prendergast+


Fri. 30th 	9:00 a.m. Mass – Thomas & Pearl Bartley++


		


Sat.  1st 	3:45 p.m. Reconciliation


4:30 p.m. Mass – Tim Connolly+


Lectors		Jean Bradshaw, Kathy Schloesser


Euch. Min.	Sue Macho, Jenn Kohnert


Server		Marisa Macho


Gift Bearers	Connolly Family





 Sun. 2nd 	7:30 a.m. Reconciliation	


		8:00 a.m. Mass   - Gary Goettl+


Lectors		Elaine Willette, Lloyd Stauff


Euch. Min.	Cindy Widmer


Server		Jeremy Beer


		10:00 a.m. Mass for the Parish  


Lectors		Sharon Budin, Tyler Budin


Euch. Min.	Brent Christian, Angie Christian, 


		Bev Steffen, Ann McCabe


Servers		Megan Steffen, Maddie Chadderdon, 


		Allie Hertaus


Gift Bearers	Volunteers


		


		12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish




























































































Please pray for…





Part of our Christian duty is to pray for each other.  We are including this list of people to pray for.  





Randy Campbell  	Tim Simonette		


Mary Janovsky 		Dorleen Schmieg	


Ron Mangan 		JoAnn Cemensky


Matthew Collins		Ken Harkins	


Ryan Holicky		Terry Krenik	


Dave Ugland		Margaret Wondra  


Cindy Wolf		Dave Wolf	


Russ Kopet		Magdaline Ballman


Ralph Hoey		Helen Holicky	


Arlene Van Avery	





All in Central Health Care, Mala Strana, Good Samaritan, Traditions, Villages, Three Links,  Horizon Place, Country Neighbors.








Faith Formation.


We had our first ‘normal’ night of Faith Formation Classes this week.  Due to increased numbers and lack of space, our classrooms are crowded and every room is full!  Please – as parents – encourage your children to be on their best, most respectful behavior for these Wednesday nights.  Our volunteers are taking on a big load and we really could use some additional teachers in the Early Session especially.  If your heart has been tugging at you to volunteer, please contact Colleen, or one of the Faith Formation Board members.    


Urgent - Additional Volunteers Needed!  We thank God for those that have already come forward!


Early Session Substitute Teachers, 3rd Grade Teacher to share a section, optimally an additional 3rd grade section.


Early Session – Traffic Monitor  


Late Session - additional 6th grade teacher


Please notice our “Drive thru to drop off – Park to pick up” policy.  Hall Monitors and Traffic Monitors are trying to ease the congestion and keep the students safe  


Parents please sign and turn in your blue Handbook Agreement sheets to the Parish Offices or your child’s teacher.  


If you have not turned in your registration form for Kindergarten thru 9th grade, you must do so as soon as possible.   September 28th is the last date registrations will be accepted for this Faith Formation year.   


Kindergarten Faith Formation Classes will be held during Sunday 10am Mass at St. Mary’s one Sunday per month beginning October 2nd.   Registration for this new program is included on the Faith Formation registration.  These students can still attend Children’s Liturgy of the Word on non-class Sundays as usual.  


Children’s Liturgy of the Word is back in action!  Sundays during 10am Mass at St. Mary’s.  No registration needed for this weekly program highlighting the Gospel for that day.  Children aged 3 (potty trained) through Kindergarten are welcome!  Father calls them forward after the Opening Prayer and they return to the church during the Offertory.  Please contact Colleen if you are interested in helping with this ministry.   


When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them because they were confused and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.





Colleen Budin � HYPERLINK "mailto:colleenb@frontier.com" �colleenb@frontier.com�











Marriage Banns;


 


Joseph William Barber


Heidi  Ann Kopet





Envelopes included with the bulletin today – are for a second collection to be accomplished at all Masses next weekend (October 1 & 2nd) and are intended for the preservation of the Cathedral of St. Paul for future generations.  You may return your envelope and place it in the collection basket for the second collection next weekend or you may send it directly to the Archdiocese by mail.  You may also make a donation on line by going to � HYPERLINK "http://www.cathedralheritagefoundation.org/donate" �www.cathedralheritagefoundation.org/donate�.  Do what you can and thank you.  





Conscience Rights Violated by Sweeping HHS Contraceptive Mandate


In implementing the 2010 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) recently issued a rule requiring almost all private health care plans to cover contraception and sterilization as “preventive services” for women.  The mandate will force individuals and groups with religious or moral objections to purchase and provide such coverage if they are to receive or provide health coverage at all.  This poses an unprecedented threat to individual and institutional religious freedom.





The rule includes a religious exemption so extremely narrow that it protects almost no one.  As a result, a great many religious organizations—including Catholic colleges, universities and hospitals, and religiously affiliated health insurers—will not qualify for the exemption.  





The new rule would force all insurance plans to cover all FDA-approved contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures, including “emergency contraception” drugs (e.g. “Ella”) that cause abortion by interfering with the implantation of newly conceived human beings.  





The public comment period on this interim final rule ends September 30.  Please send an email to HHS by visiting � HYPERLINK "http://www.usccb.org/conscience" ��www.usccb.org/conscience�.  Urge them to allow all organizations and individuals to offer, sponsor and obtain health coverage that does not violate their moral and religious convictions.  You will then be automatically invited to send a message to your elected representatives in Congress, urging them to support the Respect for Rights of Conscience Act to ensure that such federal mandates do not violate Americans’ moral and religious convictions.  Thank you!  














Thrift Store – We would like to open the Thrift Store on Saturday mornings to accommodate shoppers unable to come during our regular hours.  We’re looking for Volunteers to help from 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. starting Saturday, November 5th in the store and The Christmas shop.  Time spent at the Thrift Store is a sociable time and a service to the community. Please lend us your time and talent.  Call Mary Jo at 665-2784 or the Thrift Store 1-507-341-4236.  





St. Henry Sacrificial Giving





Weekly budget is $675.00





Sunday Adult	$    427.00


Plate		$      45.00


		$    472.00	-$203.00





	











Church cleaning – Lisa Beer & Megan Holicky are scheduled to have the church cleaned by October 9th , 2011. 





St. Mary’s Sacrificial Giving





Weekly Budget      $ 3,500.00





Sunday Adult	$2,275.88


Plate		$   104.02


Youth		$       3.00


		$ 2,382.90	-$1,117.10








Third Capital Campaign began July 1, 2011 & runs to June 30, 2014


Cash & Commitments	$168,193.12


Cash this week		      3,486.00


Cash to date		    55,653.12


138 out of approximately 520 households have returned their pledge cards to indicate their intentions for the coming campaign.  If you have not returned your pledge card, please do so at your earliest convenience.  If you no longer have your pledge card, extras can be found at the church entrances.  


Loan Balance 			          $646,452.00


Thank you & bless you for your continued generosity!














Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry


165 N Waterville Ave


Le Center MN  56057


Phone - 507-357-6633


Phone/Fax - 507-357-4838


Parish Website: www.stmarysthenry.org


Parish Staff Office Hours:


Fr. Christopher Shofner – Pastor (Tuesday - Friday)


Jo Sowieja - Pastoral Minister	(Monday, Tuesday, Thursday)


Colleen Budin – Faith Formation (variable schedule for summer)


Judy La Framboise – Secretary/Receptionist 


		(Tuesday a.m., Wednesday, Thursday p.m., Friday a.m.)


Tara Robinson – Accounting	(Tuesday & Thursday)


Bill Collins Jr. – Maintenance	(Monday – Friday)


Terri McMillen - Music Ministry





Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Friday


Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted by the end of the work day on Wednesday. 





Sacramental Information


Baptism - offered once each month (except during Lent).  Contact Jo for baptism in English; contact Fr. Chris for baptism in Spanish


Marriage - contact Fr. Chris or Jo at least 6 months in advance.  All couples must complete a weekend retreat as well as marriage preparation classes with either Fr. Chris or Jo.  


Confirmation - youth are prepared in grades 8, 9 & 10.  For adult confirmation - contact Jo.


Anointing of the Sick - communal anointing for the Parish once each year in the spring.  For private anointing, contact Fr. Chris


Communion calls for ill or homebound - please contact Jo


R.C.I.A. - classes form in September and January.  Contact Jo


Adult Education - contact Fr. Chris or Jo


For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Judy.











Twenty-Sixth 


Sunday in 


Ordinary Time





September 25, 2011








Mass Schedule





Saturday      4:30 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday      	8:00 AM (St. Henry)


10:00 AM (St. Mary)


     		12:00 PM (St. Mary,Spanish)


Tuesday        5:00 PM Mass


Wednesday   9:00 AM Mass


Thursday       9:00 AM Mass


Friday      	9:00 AM Mass





Reconciliation


Saturday	3:45 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday	7:30 AM (St. Henry)


Adoration


Opening	9:00 AM Tuesday


Closing	8:55 AM Thursday




















Announcements for Communities/Organizations in the Area 





St. Maron’s Church of Minneapolis presents “A Touch of Lebanon Festival” – on Saturday and Sunday, September 24 & 25th, 2011.  Lebanese food, games, raffles, gifts, music and dancing – fun for all ages.  See flyers on the bulletin boards.


Most Holy Redeemer Catholic Church in Montgomery – will have their Fall Festival on Sunday, September 25th.  Mass is celebrated at 7:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.; the chicken & ham dinner is served from 11 am – 2 pm and the food and beer garden are open from 11 am – 5 pm.  Live entertainment from 11 am – 5 pm, children’s games, adult games, silent auction, crafts, farmer’s market, homemade candy, 2 grand prizes of $500 cash and over $4,000 of raffles and prizes.  Vikings vs. Lions football game can be watched from the outdoor lounge!  Dinner – carry outs $10, dine in - $9; ages 4 – 10 $4.50 and under age 4 are free.  


Concert at St. John’s University – will present a concert of the Westminster Cathedral Choir on Sunday, October 23, 2011 at 3:00 p.m. at the St. John’s University Church to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the completion of the church.  Tickets are $20 for adults, $15 for seniors (60+) and $10 for students and can be purchased by calling 320- 363-5777 or on line at � HYPERLINK "http://www.csbsju.edu/ISM.htm" �www.csbsju.edu/ISM.htm�. See the poster in the west church entrance.  


Prolife Action Ministries Life Banquet – on Monday, October 3 at the Earl Brown Heritage Center in Brooklyn Park will be held from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.  Kalley Yanta will emcee this event and former Planned Parenthood director Abby Johnson will be the keynote speaker.  For more info or to register contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:banquet@plam.org" �banquet@plam.org� or call 651-771-1500 during regular business hours.  $40 per person.  


Senior Expo to explore area services “Boomers & Beyond” – will be offered on Thursday, September 29 from 3 – 6 pm at the St. Peter Senior Center located in the Community Center, 600 S. Washington Ave. St. Peter.  Among the offerings will be an update on new Medicare rules, a seminar on medications, flu shots will be available and health screenings provided.  Door prizes and more than 20 vendors with information about housing, health care and other services of interest to those age 55 or more.  For more info contact the St. Peter Senior Center at 934-7434.


Archdiocesan Mass in Celebration of Adoption – will be held on Saturday, November 12 at 5:15 p.m. at Our Lady of Grace in Edina (5017 Eden Ave ~ Edina).  Parents, birth parents, grandparents, children, other family and friends who are adopted, have placed a child for adoption, have adopted or are in the process – all are welcome.  For more information call 651-291-4506.


Holy Spirit Retreat Center, Janesville – has two offerings: 1 – Book discussion and sharing group on Falling Upward – A Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life by Richard Rohr, OFM on September 27 and October 4, 11, 18th from 9:30 – 11:30 am and 2 – a three day directed retreat “Navigating Change” October 13, 5:30 p.m. – October 16, 12:00 p.m. dealing with the daily input on how to live with change, the only constant in life.  Time for personal and group prayers, liturgy and quiet, plus one-to-one direction each day.  Contact Holy Spirit Retreat Center 507-234-5712, � HYPERLINK "mailto:retreat@frontiernet.net" �retreat@frontiernet.net� or � HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterfranciscan.org" �www.rochesterfranciscan.org�.  


Natural Family Planning – classes will be taught by a qualified instructor on Sunday, October 2, 2011 at St. Wenceslaus in New Prague.  To register or for more information please call the Couple to Couple League at 612-721-3791


St. Peter Knights of Columbus Fish Boil – will be held on Friday, September 30th, 2011 at the Church of St. Peter 1801 West Broadway in St. Peter MN.  Boiled Icelandic Pollock, carrots, potatoes & onions, cherry and apple pie.  Adults $10.00; youth ages 6 – 12 $4.00; preschoolers free.  Serving from 5 – 7 pm


Birthday party for Dorothy Riebel – today, September 25th – from 12 noon to 4 pm at the Pioneer Hall at the Pioneer Power Show grounds.  Lunch served, music, no invitations sent – pass the word and your presence is your gift.  


St. Patrick’s Church of Shieldsville – will host its Town & Country Fall Festival on Sunday, October 2, 2011.  Mass is at 10 am; dinner of roast pork, homemade sauerkraut & kolacky will be served from 11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in the parish hall.  Take-outs area available.  Adults - $10.00; ages 5 – 12 yrs - $4.50 and under age 5 are free.  Activities available from 11:30 – 5 pm include live Polka music, Country Store, Trash & Treasure, Crafts, Silent Auction, Bingo, Refreshments, Games for all ages, Raffles, and much more.  Come and join us!  


Church of the Nativity at Cleveland – fall luncheon and bake sale on Saturday, October 8, 2011 from 11 am – 1 pm.  Serving hot dishes and salads.  $6.00 for adults; $3.00 for children age 12 and under; preschool are free.  


SSND Annual Craft Fair and Garage Sale at Good Counsel in Mankato – on Saturday, October 8th from 8:30 am to 2:00 pm Fair features baked goods, jams, jellies, garage sale, ceramics, crafts, woodcarving studio and plants.  Breakfast, lunch and dessert will be available.  Proceeds will benefit retirement needs for our sisters.


Pilgrimage to Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City – will be February 23- 28, 2012 – flyers in the west church entrance.  Take a look!  





Pastoral Minister





I or someone will be taking Communion to those in their homes this week.  Please call if you have not been able to attend Mass.  We will let you know who will be coming when we make contact. 





With our fall season coming at us it is time to offer RCIA classes.  RCIA stands for Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults and is intended for anyone interested in possibly becoming a full member of the Roman Catholic Church.  Classes are offered at times convenient to those involved.  This will be my final time for presenting this opportunity – which has been one of the most fulfilling and energizing parts of my duties as Pastoral Minister.  If you are interested please contact me at 357-4838.  If I am not available please leave a message & number and I will gladly get back to you.  





The October calendar will be included in the bulletin next week – last call for any additions to that calendar.  





I will be on vacation the first week of October and will try to accomplish as much of the preparation work for Liturgy and for the bulletin as I can before I leave.  If you can get announcements in a tad early it would be appreciated.  





We do ourselves no favors in justifying our deeds or glossing over our sins.  How can God heal what we deny?  How an God touch what we try to cover up? 





Jo Sowieja, Pastoral Minister


joso@frontiernet.net











PRO-LIFE ARTICLE:





40 Days for Life is a community-based campaign that draws attention to the evil of abortion through prayer, fasting and peaceful activism. The mission of the campaign is to seek God’s favor to turn hearts and minds from a culture of death to a culture of life, thus bringing an end to abortion in America.  Since 2007 there have been eight coordinated “40 Days for Life” campaigns. What have these campaigns accomplished?  A few statistics:  


Reports document that at least 4,313 lives have been spared from abortion 


53 abortion workers have quit their jobs and walked away from the abortion industry


14 abortion facilities completely shut down following local “40 Days for Life” campaigns


In addition, hundreds of women and men have been spared from the tragic effects of abortion, including a lifetime of regrets.  Others with past abortion experiences have stepped forward to begin post-abortion healing. 





Why 40 days?  From Noah in the flood, to Moses on the mountain, to the disciples after Christ's resurrection, God sees the transformative value of His people accepting and meeting a 40-day challenge.  





The “40 Days for Life” Twin Cities campaign is being coordinated by Pro-Life Action Ministries. In the Twin Cities there will be participants praying outside HealthPartners Regions Hospital, 640 Jackson St. in St. Paul.  Of course most of us can’t go to St. Paul to pray.  However, all of us can fast and offer personal prayers to add spiritual power to those physically praying outside the abortion centers.    





The next “40 Days for Life” campaign begins September 28 and runs through November 6.  Daily prayer reflections as well as daily updates from across the country can be obtained at the website � HYPERLINK "http://www.40daysforlife.com" ��www.40daysforlife.com�























CCW upcoming events:


 


October 6, 2011 – Fall Institute at Immaculate Conception in Lonsdale – begins with Mass at 6:00 p.m. – contact Kelly Jo Closser by 9/23/2011 to register


October 20, 2011 – Mission Event at St. Wenceslaus in New Prague which begins at 6:00 p.m.  Please contact Kelly Jo Closser if you can provide a silent auction item.








Lighthouse Catholic Media CD of the Week


“The True Meaning of Easter” by Archbishop Fulton Sheen





Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen was one of the best-known and best-loved Catholic orators of the twentieth century, reaching millions of Christians of all denominations.  Presented here are his timeless reflections on the Passion, Death and Resurrection of our Lord, combined with Scripture and Gregorian chant to create a powerful presentation that is sure to become a family favorite. 





“A masterful presentation!” ~ Sue – Dayton, OH











We have implemented some new things in our Faith Formation program—primarily, Kindergarten will meet on Sunday mornings during the 10:00 Mass rather than on Wednesday nights.  And likely you will hear of the great increase in those preparing for First Communion this year – I was told we have about 40 children preparing to receive Jesus Christ in the Eucharist this spring!  A number of the parishes in the area are experiencing a similar increase.  It takes a great deal of prayer and dedication to form the hearts of these young ones, and I ask your continued support of them through your prayers and love.  





May God bless you and keep you during this time that I am away. I will be eager to see you again when I return to the office on Wednesday, September 28.  





God bless,


Fr. Chris Shofner  


� HYPERLINK "mailto:fr.chris@hotmail.com" ��fr.chris@hotmail.com�











Next Sunday Readings:


Isaiah 5:1-7


Philippians 4:6-9


Matthew 21:33-43








Copies of “Living Faith” booklets will be available at the church entries this weekend.  If you wish to have a large print copy these are available at the Parish Office.  We do take large print copies to anyone in their home when we do Communion calls.  If you cannot stop in to pick one up, call the Parish Center (357-4838) and we will arrange to mail you a copy.  



































Christmas Child/Shoe Box Gifts





For several years now our parish has participated in this non-denominational and simple Christian process of giving at Christmas to children in areas of need to help spread the word of Jesus through a very real gift and process.  It is that time of the year again!  Time to start searching for all those special items for Operation Shoe Box!  More information will be passed along and the collection date in November will be provided in upcoming bulletins.  For now, keep your eyes open for items that you may wish to make use of to pack a shoe box with items for child to help bring Jesus love and smiles to that child at Christmas.  For now, have fun shopping!  











Banns of Marriage:  




















We extend our sympathy and prayers to:


Tom & Julie Deutsch on the loss of Tom’s Mother last week. 


The family and friends of Mary Blaschko who was buried from our parish this past week. 


May the Spirit of consolation be with all who mourn their loss and may God grant them eternal rest.  





Sign-ups have started for our new pictorial directory!  Sign up today while there is still a good selection of appointments, either after Mass or online at www.signup.olanmills.com.  You will need the church phone number to log in.  Once you enter your home information click “save” and the available times will be displayed for you.  You may also call 1-800-866-2263, Mon-Fri 9:00am-8:00pm to schedule or change an appointment.  If you sign up online you will receive a confirmation e-mail soon afterwards.  Each household that comes for photography and portrait viewing will receive a complimentary directory and $25 Portrait Coupon.  Additional portrait options will be available for purchase.  Our photography dates are Oct. 18-22, Oct. 24-29 & Nov. 1.  Photography hours are 2:00-9:30pm weekdays and 9:30-5:00 pm Saturdays.  Please participate—it won’t be complete without you!

















