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Pastor’s Corner





Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 





It was nice to get away for a while and relax without the pressure of a fixed schedule.  But it’s always nice as well to get back to work.  As Scripture states, “There is an appointed time for everything, and a time for every affair under the heavens” (Ecclesiastes 3:1).  This includes a time to rest and a time to work.  Knowing the proper balance between the two and striking that balance is key.  We all need time for rest, but at some point we must rededicate ourselves to the work at hand.  This is at the heart of a healthy Christian work ethic.  





As I mentioned in last week’s bulletin, during the month of October we will be counting all those in attendance at each of our Masses and reporting those numbers to Archbishop Nienstedt in advance of his ad limina visit with the Pope in 2012, which is a periodic report of the state of ministry in our Archdiocese.





I hope you noted in last week’s bulletin the insert regarding one of the changes in the congregation’s responses, which is part of the changes that will take place in the Mass starting the first Sunday of Advent (November 26-27, 2011).  This first insert addressed the congregation’s response when the priest says, “The Lord be with you.”  Currently, we respond, “And also with you.”  The new response will be “And with your spirit.”  For further information on the significance of this new response, please check last week’s bulletin, which can be found online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.stmarysthenry.org" ��www.stmarysthenry.org�.  And please watch the bulletin each week leading up to the First Sunday of Advent, as we will be including a bulletin insert on some aspect of the New Roman Missal.  Let me stress how important it is that we familiarize ourselves with these changes, so that we don’t feel lost when the changes take effect.  





This week we discuss the Confiteor, a common form of the Penitential Rite, even though we don’t use it often here.  No doubt you are familiar with this prayer (“I confess to Almighty God and to you my brothers and sisters…”).  Check the insert for more information on these important changes.  














Mass Schedule


Mon. 3rd 	No Mass


Tues. 4th 	9:00 a.m. opening of adoration


		9:00 a.m. Thrift Store Board meeting


		5:00 p.m.  Mass – Henry Macho+


Wed. 5th 	9:00 a.m. Mass–Clayton/Michael Simonette++


		10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible study 


		Faith Formation classes @ 5:15 & 6:45 p.m.


		6:45 p.m. Youth Group


Thurs. 6th 	8:55 a.m. Closing of Adoration


9:00 a.m. Mass – Judy Connelly+


6:00 p.m. CCW Fall Institute @ Lonsdale


7:30 p.m. KC meeting


Fri. 7th 		First Friday


		8:30 a.m. Reconciliation


		9:00 a.m. Mass – John Krenik+


		Home Communion calls after Mass	


Sat.  8th 	3:45 p.m. Reconciliation


4:30 p.m. Mass – living/deceased of the Fritz &


		Audrey Cemensky Family


Lectors		Mark Frederick, Maureen Blaschko


Euch. Min.	Sam Traxler, Judy La Framboise


Server		Megan Traxler


Gift Bearers	Cemensky Family 


 Sun. 9th 	7:30 a.m. Reconciliation	


		8:00 a.m. Mass   - Ardelle Bergan+


Lectors		Ron Germscheid, Patti Germscheid


Euch. Min.	Earle Traxler


Server		Logan McCabe


KC Breakfast 8 :00 a.m. – 12 Noon


		10:00 a.m. Mass for the Parish  


Lectors		Charles Traxler, Margaret Traxler


Euch. Min.	Dan Meyer, Connie Meyer,


		Bea Budin-Grof, Francis Meyer


Servers		Brandon Smisek, Trevor Smisek, Andrea Grof


Gift Bearers	Volunteers


Baptism after Mass


		12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish


Baptism after Mass

























































































Please pray for…





Part of our Christian duty is to pray for each other.  We are including this list of people to pray for.  





Randy Campbell  	Tim Simonette		


Mary Janovsky 		Dorleen Schmieg	


Ron Mangan 		JoAnn Cemensky


Matthew Collins		Ken Harkins	


Ryan Holicky		Terry Krenik	


Dave Ugland		Margaret Wondra 


Dave Wolf		Arlene Van Avery


Russ Kopet		Magdaline Ballman


Ralph Hoey		Helen Holicky


Bonnie Callisto		Ag Collins	


	


All in Central Health Care, Mala Strana, Good Samaritan, Traditions, Villages, Three Links,  Horizon Place, Country Neighbors.








Faith Formation.





Please – as parents – encourage your children to be on their best, most respectful behavior for their Faith Formation classes.  Due to increased numbers and lack of space, our classrooms are crowded and every room is full!  


We really could use some additional substitute teachers for the Early Session.  Things come up for our Early Session Teachers – sometimes last minute – as they are almost all working parents.  I need to be able to have a list to call on in these situations.  Please call the Parish Offices or email me if you are willing to volunteer. 


Please notice our “Drive thru to drop off – Park to pick up” policy.  Hall Monitors and Traffic Monitors are trying to ease the congestion and keep the students safe. 


Parents please sign and turn in your blue Handbook Agreement sheets to the Parish Offices or your child’s teacher.   Thank you to those who have already taken care of this!


Kindergarten Faith Formation Classes begin this Sunday during 10am Mass at St. Mary’s.  We are excited to have two classrooms of these eager new students as well as four great volunteers to teach them!


Children’s Liturgy of the Word is back!   No registration needed for this weekly program on Sundays during 10am Mass at St. Mary’s.  The students’ learning is centered on the Gospel for that day.  Children aged 3 (potty trained) through (including) Kindergarten are welcome!  Father calls them forward after the Opening Prayer and they return to the church during the Offertory.  


Instructions from Paul:  “In conclusion, my friends, fill your minds with those things that are good and that deserve praise; things that are true, noble, right, pure, lovely, and honorable.”   Philippians 4:8


Colleen Budin � HYPERLINK "mailto:colleenb@frontier.com" �colleenb@frontier.com�











Marriage Banns: 





 Joseph William Barber


Heidi  Ann Kopet





Brian Shawn Lovill 


Marianne Selly














Additional Area Announcements





The Red Cross Blood Drive – will take place on Tuesday,October 18th, 2011 from 1 pm – 7 pm at the American Legion Club in Le Center, MN.  It is time to roll up your sleeves and donate blood!  Your blood is needed more than you think; make an appointment to donate blood today.  This is the last time the blood drive will be in Le Center this year.  The next drive will be in April, 2012.  Call 1-800-733-2767, go on line at � HYPERLINK "http://www.redcrossblood.org" �www.redcrossblood.org� or call one of the local chairpersons – Bev at 1-507-357-6305 or Charolette at 1-507-357-6142.   


Have you ever thought about MA level studies in theology?  If so, we invite you to learn more about our Master of Arts in Theology program at St. Catherine’s by sitting in on a course in our program.  Visit on any or all of the following evenings:  Monday, November 14 Issues in Pastoral Theology with instructor Deborah Organ; Wednesday, November 16 History of Christian Spirituality - New Testament to Reformation with instructor Min-Ah Cho; Thursday, November 17 – Introduction to Spiritual Direction with instructor Kay Vander Vort.  A light supper will be served at 5:30 p.m. in Whitby Hall, room 120.  Then, attend the first part of an evening course (from 6:00 – 7:15 pm).  Finally, return to room 120 for more snacks and a conversation with MA in theology program coordinator, William McDonough.  To RSVP or receive more information contact Gloria Blaha, Administrative Assistant to the Theology Department: 651-690-6017 (� HYPERLINK "mailto:grblaha@stkate.edu" �grblaha@stkate.edu�) or William McDonough 651-690-6072 (� HYPERLINK "mailto:wcmcdonough@stkate.edu" �wcmcdonough@stkate.edu�).  Please contact us by November 10th.  Free parking is available and we can send you a campus map if you wish. 


Please plan on joining the Bishop Lee Piche on October 21 for a memorable pilgrimage to the Our Lady of Guadalupe Shrine in LaCrosse Wisconsin.  Tour Mary’s garden and the memorial arcade with its four bronze plaques with writings from Pope John Paul II explaining the teaching of the Catholic Church on the dignity of the life, Event details:


Coach bus ride to and from the shrine (coffee & rolls on the bus)


Spiritual leadership from Bishop Lee Piche


Tour of the Our Lady of Guadalupe Shrine Church and a Reflection at the Memorial to the Unborn


Lunch at the Culina Mariana (Mary’s Kitchen)


Light dinner on the bus ride home


Individual Meditative Time & Stations of the Cross


Holy Mass


Cost is $55.00 please register at � HYPERLINK "http://www.archspm.org/departments/respect-life/news-egents.php" �http://www.archspm.org/departments/respect-life/news-events.php� by October 7th, 2011


Do you love lutefisk?  Adore Swedish meatballs, addicted to lefse? On Saturday, October 15th at Grace Lutheran Church there will be a Lutefisk & Swedish Meatball Dinner.  For info and tickets see the flyers on the bulletins boards or go online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.gracemankato.org" �www.gracemankato.org�.   








Thrift Store – We would like to open the Thrift Store on Saturday mornings to accommodate shoppers unable to come during our regular hours.  We’re looking for Volunteers to help from 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. starting Saturday, November 5th in the store and The Christmas shop.  Time spent at the Thrift Store is a sociable time and a service to the community. Please lend us your time and talent.  Call Mary Jo at 665-2784 or the Thrift Store 1-507-341-4236.  





St. Henry Sacrificial Giving





Weekly budget is $675.00





Sunday Adult	$    817.00


Plate		$      52.00


		$    869.00	+$194.00





	











Church cleaning – Jean Hunt & Dolores Wieland are scheduled to have the church cleaned by October 16th, 2011. 





St. Mary’s Sacrificial Giving





Weekly Budget      $ 3,500.00





Sunday Adult	$2,742.32


Plate		$   115.25


Youth		$       8.00


		$ 2,865.57	-$634.43








Third Capital Campaign began July 1, 2011 & runs to June 30, 2014


Cash & Commitments	$168,479.62


Cash this week		         467.50


Cash to date		    56,120.62


138 out of approximately 520 households have returned their pledge cards to indicate their intentions for the coming campaign.  If you have not returned your pledge card, please do so at your earliest convenience.  If you no longer have your pledge card, extras can be found at the church entrances.  


Loan Balance as of 9/28/2011 	          $641,316.14


Thank you & bless you for your continued generosity!














Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry


165 N Waterville Ave


Le Center MN  56057


Phone - 507-357-6633


Phone/Fax - 507-357-4838


Parish Website: www.stmarysthenry.org


Parish Staff Office Hours:


Fr. Christopher Shofner – Pastor (Tuesday - Friday)


Jo Sowieja - Pastoral Minister	(Monday, Tuesday, Thursday)


Colleen Budin – Faith Formation (variable schedule for summer)


Judy La Framboise – Secretary/Receptionist 


		(Tuesday a.m., Wednesday, Thursday p.m., Friday a.m.)


Tara Robinson – Accounting	(Tuesday & Thursday)


Bill Collins Jr. – Maintenance	(Monday – Friday)


Terri McMillen - Music Ministry





Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Friday


Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted by the end of the work day on Wednesday. 





Sacramental Information


Baptism - offered once each month (except during Lent).  Contact Jo for baptism in English; contact Fr. Chris for baptism in Spanish


Marriage - contact Fr. Chris or Jo at least 6 months in advance.  All couples must complete a weekend retreat as well as marriage preparation classes with either Fr. Chris or Jo.  


Confirmation - youth are prepared in grades 8, 9 & 10.  For adult confirmation - contact Jo.


Anointing of the Sick - communal anointing for the Parish once each year in the spring.  For private anointing, contact Fr. Chris


Communion calls for ill or homebound - please contact Jo


R.C.I.A. - classes form in September and January.  Contact Jo


Adult Education - contact Fr. Chris or Jo


For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Judy.











Twenty-Seventh


Sunday in 


Ordinary Time





October 2, 2011








Mass Schedule





Saturday      4:30 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday      	8:00 AM (St. Henry)


10:00 AM (St. Mary)


     		12:00 PM (St. Mary,Spanish)


Tuesday        5:00 PM Mass


Wednesday   9:00 AM Mass


Thursday       9:00 AM Mass


Friday      	9:00 AM Mass





Reconciliation


Saturday	3:45 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday	7:30 AM (St. Henry)


Adoration


Opening	9:00 AM Tuesday


Closing	8:55 AM Thursday




















Announcements for Communities/Organizations in the Area 





Concert at St. John’s University – will present a concert of the Westminster Cathedral Choir on Sunday, October 23, 2011 at 3:00 p.m. at the St. John’s University Church to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the completion of the church.  Tickets are $20 for adults, $15 for seniors (60+) and $10 for students and can be purchased by calling 320- 363-5777 or on line at � HYPERLINK "http://www.csbsju.edu/ISM.htm" �www.csbsju.edu/ISM.htm�. See the poster in the west church entrance.  


Prolife Action Ministries Life Banquet – on Monday, October 3 at the Earl Brown Heritage Center in Brooklyn Park will be held from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.  Kalley Yanta will emcee this event and former Planned Parenthood director Abby Johnson will be the keynote speaker.  For more info or to register contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:banquet@plam.org" �banquet@plam.org� or call 651-771-1500 during regular business hours.  $40 per person.  


Archdiocesan Mass in Celebration of Adoption – will be held on Saturday, November 12 at 5:15 p.m. at Our Lady of Grace in Edina (5017 Eden Ave ~ Edina).  Parents, birth parents, grandparents, children, other family and friends who are adopted, have placed a child for adoption, have adopted or are in the process – all are welcome.  For more information call 651-291-4506.


Holy Spirit Retreat Center, Janesville – has two offerings: 1 – Book discussion and sharing group on Falling Upward – A Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life by Richard Rohr, OFM on October 4, 11, 18th from 9:30 – 11:30 am and 2 – a three day directed retreat “Navigating Change” October 13, 5:30 p.m. – October 16, 12:00 p.m. dealing with the daily input on how to live with change, the only constant in life.  Time for personal and group prayers, liturgy and quiet, plus one-to-one direction each day.  Contact Holy Spirit Retreat Center 507-234-5712, � HYPERLINK "mailto:retreat@frontiernet.net" �retreat@frontiernet.net� or � HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterfranciscan.org" �www.rochesterfranciscan.org�.  


Natural Family Planning – classes will be taught by a qualified instructor today, Sunday, October 2, 2011 at St. Wenceslaus in New Prague.  To register or for more information please call the Couple to Couple League at 612-721-3791


St. Patrick’s Church of Shieldsville – will host its Town & Country Fall Festival today, Sunday, October 2, 2011.  Mass is at 10 am; dinner of roast pork, homemade sauerkraut & kolacky will be served from 11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in the parish hall.  Take-outs area available.  Adults - $10.00; ages 5 – 12 yrs - $4.50 and under age 5 are free.  Activities available from 11:30 – 5 pm include live Polka music, Country Store, Trash & Treasure, Crafts, Silent Auction, Bingo, Refreshments, Games for all ages, Raffles, and much more.  Come and join us!  


Church of the Nativity at Cleveland – fall luncheon and bake sale on Saturday, October 8, 2011 from 11 am – 1 pm.  Serving hot dishes and salads.  $6.00 for adults; $3.00 for children age 12 and under; preschool are free.  


SSND Annual Craft Fair and Garage Sale at Good Counsel in Mankato – on Saturday, October 8th from 8:30 am to 2:00 pm Fair features baked goods, jams, jellies, garage sale, ceramics, crafts, woodcarving studio and plants.  Breakfast, lunch and dessert will be available.  Proceeds will benefit retirement needs for our sisters.


Monday Meal at United Methodist in Le Center– will take place this coming Monday, October 3rd at 6:00 p.m.  Free will offering – all are welcome!


United Methodist in Le Center  - will have a Baked Potato Benefit Supper Plus Silent Auction and Pie Sale on Thursday, October 6th serving from 4:00 – 7:30 p.m.  Adults $6.50; children 4-10 years $3.50 and under age 3 are free.  Advance tickets available at a reduced rate at the First State Bank in Le Center.  Take-outs and delivery available – call 357-4375.  Menu includes large baked potato with toppings including cheese, chili, broccoli, turkey & gravy, butter, sour cream, diced ham, and mushrooms along with coleslaw and a variety of desserts and beverages.  Money raised will go to benefit people in need from this community.  


This same evening…@ the same place…in concert will be Brent Vernon – singer, songwriter & ventriloquist.  This presentation will begin at 7:00 p.m. at the Le Center United Methodist Church – 87 N. Cordova Ave in Le Center, October 6th, 2011


LeSueur/Waseca County Community Health Board – will offer an educational workshop “Cooking Safely for a Crowd”.  This is a terrific opportunity for free training in food safety.  Preparing safe food at festivals, funerals, and fellowship events is important to the health of the faith community.  The workshop will cover food borne illness, personal hygiene and hand washing, purchasing, storing, and preparing foods safely, heating and reheating, times and temperatures and new legal requirements for unlicensed kitchens.  See the flyers on the bulletin boards.  This will be offered on October 18, 2011 from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.  Registration and site locations for this video conference can be found at � HYPERLINK "http://z.umn.edu/csfc" �http://z.umn.edu/csfc� or you may call Shari at 1-888-241-4591


Loyola Spirituality Center in Mankato – Staying with pain through transformation with Tom Allen and Janet Hagberg.  This will be offered on Tuesdays, October 18th & November 1 from 7 – 9 pm at the Center.  Cost is $75.  Call 651-641-0008  or go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.loyolaspiritualitycenter.org" �www.loyolaspiritualitycenter.org� to register or to obtain more information.  








Pastoral Minister





This coming Friday, October 7th will be First Friday.  Father will take home Communion calls after the 9:00 a.m. Mass.  If you have not been able to attend Mass please let us know and we will gladly provide you with Communion.  





With our fall season coming at us it is time to offer RCIA classes.  RCIA stands for Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults and is intended for anyone interested in possibly becoming a full member of the Roman Catholic Church.  Classes are offered at times convenient to those involved.  This will be my final time for presenting this opportunity – which has been one of the most fulfilling and energizing parts of my duties as Pastoral Minister.  If you are interested please contact me at 357-4838.  If I am not available please leave a message & number and I will gladly get back to you.  





Calendar for October is included in the bulletin today.   





I’m on vacation through this week returning to the office October 10th.  Leave a message if you need to contact me.  





If similar experiences create friendships, shouldn’t the church overflow with friendships?  With whom do we have more in common than fellow believers?





Jo Sowieja, Pastoral Minister


joso@frontiernet.net











PRO-LIFE ARTICLE:





October is Respect Life month, an annual tradition now in its fortieth year.  We celebrate in a more focused way God’s great gift of life, reflecting on how each of us might renew our commitment and witness to “respecting, promoting and teaching the transcendent nature of the human person,” thereby shoring up the foundations of a society sorely in need of this guidance.  Make plans to do something extra for life during this month, whether it’s offering special prayers for life, getting active in pro-life causes, or educating yourself on pro-life issues.  





A wonderful opportunity is coming up this month to listen to a well-known pro-life speaker.  Mary Ann Kuharski, a founding member and president of Pro-Life Across America, known as “The Billboard People,” will speak at Divine Mercy Catholic Church (139 Mercy Drive, Faribault) on Thursday, October 13 at 7:00 p.m.  This is the sixth in a series of pro-life presentations sponsored by the Respect Life Groups of South Central Minnesota Catholic Churches.  The groups aim to motivate, inspire and inform Catholics to address critical life issues facing our country.  The presentation is free and all are welcome.  For more information, contact Dr. Richard Wieland at 507-645-2633 or Anne Frederickson at 507-645-2348.  




















CCW upcoming events:


 


October 6, 2011 – Fall Institute at Immaculate Conception in Lonsdale – begins with Mass at 6:00 p.m. – contact Kelly Jo Closser by 9/23/2011 to register


October 20, 2011 – Mission Event at St. Wenceslaus in New Prague which begins at 6:00 p.m.  Please contact Kelly Jo Closser if you can provide a silent auction item.





Fall Salad Luncheon Update: To all the women who helped out with the Fall Salad Luncheon, whether you have helped out year after year or came to help for the first time, thank you.  Hopefully you will continue to work on this project in the future.  We tried something new this year, changing our luncheon from Thursday to Saturday.  We will evaluate the turnout to determine whether the change was beneficial.  Lastly, thank you to all those who attended the luncheon.  It would not be possible without you.  � �			Sue Leary &


			Kae Traxler


			Chairpersons





Lighthouse Catholic Media CD of the Week


“Building Better Families” by Matthew Kelly





Have you ever wondered what God wants for your family?  The family is the cornerstone of society, but raising a family in today’s culture is more challenging than ever.  Matthew Kelly shows how the questions we ask as parents may be more important than the answers.  He offers important suggestions and helpful insights, along with colorful reflections from his own experience as one of eight children.  





“Matthew provides concrete and sensible solutions to challenges faced by all parents” ~ Colleen – Cranberry, PA








When the time comes for these changes to take effect, aids will be available for you in the pews.  Hopefully, that will take away some of our anxiety about the changes.  As always, if you have any questions, please feel free to ask.  





God bless,


Fr. Chris Shofner  


� HYPERLINK "mailto:fr.chris@hotmail.com" ��fr.chris@hotmail.com�











Next Sunday Readings:


Isaiah 25:6-10a


Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20


Matthew 22:1-14








We extend our sympathy to Sharon & Dave Sexe at the loss of Sharon’s father this past week.  May he rest in peace and may you be blessed with beautiful memories.  


























Christmas Child/Shoe Box Gifts





The power of a simple gift begins with people just like you.  So please experience the joy of giving and making a difference in a child’s life.  Since 1993 some 69 million boys & girls in over 130 countries have received your shoe box gifts and heard the Good News of the Savior – God’s greatest gift of all.  





Please submit your packed shoe boxes and the $7.00 shipping fee or you may also donate some items or cash if you feel you cannot fill an entire box.  





Collection bins will be at the entrances of both churches beginning October 22/23 and ending October 30th.  











Banns of Marriage:  




















Plymouth Playhouse presents The Church Basement Ladies in "A Mighty Fortress is our Basement".


Date our group would attend (we need at least 20 to make it work with bus transportation) - October 20, 2011 (Thursday)


Ticket Cost is $25 Bus ride(coach bus) per person is $27.50, plus your meal at Green Mill before the show.


Leaving LeCenter at 5 pm for dinner at Green Mill (attached to the Playhouse), show at 7:30 pm and returning after the show to LeCenter.





This would be a great bonding experience for our church groups and we would love to have you come along.


Deadline is October 7th to register at St. Mary's or turn in the bottom half of this notice with your check for $52.50 each person.


We will need your check made out to _______________________  to secure a seat for you.





It's 1960 and Beverly gets her first pair of high heels for confirmation; Pastor announces his impending nuptials; Mrs. Sustad and Mrs. Gilmerson plan a food booth at the County Fair to raise money; and Mrs. Engelson embarks on a spontaneous driving lesson.  In the rural church basement kitchen in the spring, a reformation is underway and your favorite Church Basement Ladies are facing it head-on.  Through it all these "bulwarks never failing" stand strong in their faith and in the friendships.   


Reservation:__________# of people @$52.50 each


Names of those attending:_________________________________________________________________	


														


Check enclosed for $_____________________________(totally refundable if we do not get a large enough group)


Phone # to reach you for any questions;________________________________











Sign-ups have started for our new pictorial directory! 





 If you haven’t signed up yet for an appointment, there’s still a good selection of dates and times available.  Sign up today at church or online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.signup.olanmills.com" ��www.signup.olanmills.com�.  You will need the church phone number to log in (357-4838).  Once you enter your home information click “save” and the available times will be displayed for you.  You may also call 1-800-866-2263, Mon-Fri 9:00AM-8:00PM to schedule or change an appointment.  If you sign up online you will receive a confirmation e-mail soon afterwards.  Each household that comes for photography and portrait viewing will receive a complimentary directory and $25 Portrait Coupon.  Additional portrait options will be available for purchase.  Our photography dates are October 18-22, October 24-29 and November 1.  Photography hours are 2:00-9:30PM weekdays and 9:30-5:00PM Saturdays.  Please participate—it won’t be complete without you!














