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Pastor’s Corner





Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 





Every now and then, it’s a good idea to remind ourselves of some of the most basic things about our faith.  Particularly, I think it’s important to arm ourselves with the resources we need to answer the questions we have (because a lot of times we feel awkward asking what we think is a “stupid question”, when in reality there are no stupid questions if one is truly on a search for knowledge about the faith).  I want to remind you of the resources that should be found in every Catholic home.  





The Bible: We are a people of the Word.  Understanding the story of salvation from the beginning of creation until the end of time is important for the way we live out our faith.  Fundamental in this story is how Jesus Christ was foretold from the beginning and plays the most important role in our salvation.  As St. Jerome said, “Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ.”  There are many different Bible translations available (we use what is called the New American Bible at Mass).  I would encourage a Catholic version of the Bible, which includes seven original books that had been removed from Scripture at the time of the Reformation.  You can tell a Bible is Catholic because it will indicate that is a Catholic version or else it will say that it includes the “Deuterocanonical Books.”  


The Catechism of the Catholic Church: The Catechism is the Church’s articulation of its most basic teachings.  It is divided into four sections: The Profession of Faith, the Sacraments, Life in Christ (virtues and the Ten Commandments), and Christian Prayer.  The Catechism is cross-referenced with Holy Scripture and other Church documents, so one can see how the Church’s teachings fit in with the whole body of Christian teaching.  Some people consider the Catechism to be a bit lofty and hard to understand, but there are several versions available that make it accessible.  For example, the Church has published a Compendium to the Catechism, which puts the information of the Catechism into a much simpler question-and-answer format.  Further, recently the Church published YouCat, a Catechism aimed at the younger generation, which again is formatted as questions and answers, and presents the teachings of the Church in an attractive way.


Spiritual classics: No Catholic home should be without some of the rich tradition of the Church found in the writings of saints and Christian thinkers.  These are endless sources of inspiration and describe how God has worked in lives throughout history.  Their witness of faith helps us in our faith journey.  Some popular authors include 











Festival Questionnaire





 Over the course of the past few years, we have received a number of comments regarding St. Mary’s Parish Festival.  As we look ahead to next summer, it has prompted us to look for your input whether any changes need to be made.  Next weekend, October 29-30, we will be asking you to fill out a brief survey regarding our Festival.  Let me stress that this is not a vote to change anything at this time, just an opportunity to gather some information.  During this next week, please think about the following questions: Do you attend the Festival?  Why do you choose to attend or not attend?  If we were to move the Festival, when would be a good time?  What, if anything, would you like to see at our Festival?  What, if anything, should not be at our Festival?  There will also be an opportunity to make additional comments.  Please be thoughtful in your considerations, as we want to make our Festival as successful as possible.  Thank you. 








Mass Schedule


Mon. 24th 	No Mass


Tues. 25th 	9:00 a.m. opening of adoration


		Home Communion calls – Milan


		Country Neighbors – Joyce


		5:00 p.m.  Mass – living/deceased of the CCW


		CCW Board meets after Mass


Wed. 26th 	9:00 a.m. Mass – Martin Malinski+


10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible study 


		Faith Formation classes  - 5:15 & 6:45 p.m.


		8:15 p.m. Faith Formation Board meeting


Thurs. 27th 	8:55 a.m. Closing of Adoration


9:00 a.m. Mass – Lora McMillen+


Fri. 28th 	9:00 a.m. Mass – Aggie Smith+


	


Sat.  29th 	3:45 p.m. Reconciliation


4:30 p.m. Mass – Gene Dwyer+


Lectors		Bette Traxler, Norb Krenik


Euch. Min.	Deb O’Connell, Darcy Schloesser


Server		Leah Schloesser


Gift Bearers	Dwyer Family


 Sun. 30th 	7:30 a.m. Reconciliation	


		8:00 a.m. Mass   - Edith Holicky+


Lectors		Madonna Russo, Lloyd Stauff


Euch. Min.	Patti Germscheid


Server		Emily Holicky


St. Henry Country Fair after Mass 


		10:00 a.m. Mass for the Parish  


Lectors		Laurie Wohlers, Greg Traxler


Euch. Min.	Ruth Germscheid, Darian Hunt,


		Tim Traxler, Rose Krenik


Servers		Matt Lloyd, Pat Lloyd, Anna Lloyd


Gift Bearers	Volunteers


KC Social after Mass to honor KC Free Throw Champion!  





		12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish




























































































Please pray for…





Part of our Christian duty is to pray for each other.  We are including this list of people to pray for.  





Randy Campbell  	Tim Simonette		


Mary Janovsky 		Dorleen Schmieg	


Ron Mangan 		JoAnn Cemensky


Matthew Collins		Ken Harkins	


Ryan Holicky		Terry Krenik


Margaret Wondra 	Dave Wolf


Arlene Van Avery	Russ Kopet	


Magdaline Ballman	Ralph Hoey	


Helen Holicky		Bonnie Callisto		


Ag Collins		Joan Traxler	





All in Central Health Care, Mala Strana, Good Samaritan, Traditions, Villages, Three Links,  Horizon Place, Country Neighbors.








Thrift Store News





This week is Bag Week .  Lots of books on sale.  Stock up for winter reading.  





Paper Grocery Bags are always needed for Bag Week.  Please bring them to the store or put them in the tub by the Lost & Found items in the Gathering Space at St. Mary’s.  





The Christmas Shop opens on November 1st. during regular store house, Tues. – Fri, 10 am – 4 pm.





There will be a First Saturday opening of the Christmas Shop on Saturday November 5 and Saturday December 3 from 9:30 – 11:30 am.  








Faith Formation.





Operation Christmas Child pamphlets were sent home with all students during the last class time.  Completing a ‘shoebox’ is a great way to show our children the value of giving – without receiving something directly in return.  Note the fun opportunity to “follow your box” around the world by registering in online.  


Christmas Fair ~ Information will be coming regarding our 2011 Christmas Fair!  In order for our students to be involved this year by baking, creating, etc., we will need parents from each grade to come forward to help plan and assist.  Please consider volunteering to help Nov 16 or Nov 30 to make this opportunity possible for our youth.  


Altar Servers - Students in grades 4, 5 & 6 were given the opportunity to begin Altar Server training.  There are also some available at church entrances.  If your child is interested in this wonderful service ministry, turn the completed form into the Parish Offices or to their teacher by November 2nd. 


Service – this year our 10th grade students are asked to spend this year serving their church, communities and schools in some way.  Our students in 7th - 9th grade were given an opportunity in their school later this month.  Please be welcoming and encouraging of the efforts of these young people as they venture toward Confirmation.  


 But all who find safety in you will rejoice; they can always sing for joy.  Protect those who love you; because of you they are truly happy.  Psalm 5:11


Colleen Budin   � HYPERLINK "mailto:colleenb@frontier.Com" ��colleenb@frontier.Com�











Please join the Knights of Columbus after the 10:00 AM Mass on Sunday, October 30th, 2011 in congratulating Matthew Feddema, a student at Le Center High School in winning the International Free Throw Competition in the boy's ten-year-old division.  Matt's precision shooting has placed him in the top one percentile of thousands and thousands of participants in the council, district, regional and state levels.  The Knights of Columbus State and District Deputies will be on hand as well to honor Matthew.








Terri’s Choir Reminders!





Choir practice for ALL choir members will be:


Sunday, October 23, 9:15 a.m.


Sunday, October 30, 9:15 a.m.


We will be learning the Mass of Joy & Peace by Tony Alonso, which will begin to be used for the 10:00 a.m. Mass on Sunday, November, 27th, the First Sunday of Advent.  





This practice is for St. Mary’s Choir members, Senior Choir members, anyone interested in joining the choir. (New members are always welcome!)  St. Mary and St. Henry parishioners interested in hearing and learning the new Mass parts prior to Advent are welcome as well.  Questions?  Call Teri at 507-420-5877.  








St. Henry Sacrificial Giving





Weekly budget is $675.00





Sunday Adult	$    750.00


Plate		$      63.00 


		$    813.00	+$138.00





	











Church cleaning – Lynn Selly & Jayne Gehrke are scheduled to have the church cleaned by November 6, 2011. 





St. Mary’s Sacrificial Giving





Weekly Budget      $ 3,500.00





Sunday Adult	$ 2,378.38


Plate		$      91.50


Youth		$        2.00


		$ 2,471.88       -$1,028.12			








Third Capital Campaign began July 1, 2011 & runs to June 30, 2014


Cash & Commitments	$  173,094.62


Cash this week		$      1,401.00


Cash to date		$     62,531.62


138 out of approximately 520 households have returned their pledge cards to indicate their intentions for the coming campaign.  If you have not returned your pledge card, please do so at your earliest convenience.  If you no longer have your pledge card, extras can be found at the church entrances.  


Loan Balance as of 9/28/2011 	          $641,316.14


Thank you & bless you for your continued generosity!














Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry


165 N Waterville Ave


Le Center MN  56057


Phone - 507-357-6633


Phone/Fax - 507-357-4838


Parish Website: www.stmarysthenry.org


Parish Staff Office Hours:


Fr. Christopher Shofner – Pastor (Tuesday - Friday)


Jo Sowieja - Pastoral Minister	(Monday, Tuesday, Thursday)


Colleen Budin – Faith Formation (variable schedule for summer)


Judy La Framboise – Secretary/Receptionist 


		(Tuesday a.m., Wednesday, Thursday p.m., Friday a.m.)


Tara Robinson – Accounting	(Tuesday & Thursday)


Bill Collins Jr. – Maintenance	(Monday – Friday)


Terri McMillen - Music Ministry





Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Friday


Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted by the end of the work day on Wednesday. 





Sacramental Information


Baptism - offered once each month (except during Lent).  Contact Jo for baptism in English; contact Fr. Chris for baptism in Spanish


Marriage - contact Fr. Chris or Jo at least 6 months in advance.  All couples must complete a weekend retreat as well as marriage preparation classes with either Fr. Chris or Jo.  


Confirmation - youth are prepared in grades 8, 9 & 10.  For adult confirmation - contact Jo.


Anointing of the Sick - communal anointing for the Parish once each year in the spring.  For private anointing, contact Fr. Chris


Communion calls for ill or homebound - please contact Jo


R.C.I.A. - classes form in September and January.  Contact Jo


Adult Education - contact Fr. Chris or Jo


For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Judy.











Thirtieth


Sunday in 


Ordinary Time





October 23, 2011








Mass Schedule





Saturday      4:30 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday      	8:00 AM (St. Henry)


10:00 AM (St. Mary)


     		12:00 PM (St. Mary,Spanish)


Tuesday        5:00 PM Mass


Wednesday   9:00 AM Mass


Thursday       9:00 AM Mass


Friday      	9:00 AM Mass





Reconciliation


Saturday	3:45 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday	7:30 AM (St. Henry)


Adoration


Opening	9:00 AM Tuesday


Closing	8:55 AM Thursday




















Announcements for Communities/Organizations in the Area 





Archdiocesan Mass in Celebration of Adoption – will be held on Saturday, November 12 at 5:15 p.m. at Our Lady of Grace in Edina (5017 Eden Ave ~ Edina).  Parents, birth parents, grandparents, children, other family and friends who are adopted, have placed a child for adoption, have adopted or are in the process – all are welcome.  For more information call 651-291-4506.


Turkey Bingo – November 6th,  St. Catherine’s Church of Spring Lake Township will hold its annual Turkey Bingo on Sunday afternoon, Nov. 6th at 2 p.m. in the church social hall.  $5.00 per card for the afternoon; $1 per coverall.  Turkey gift certificates will be awarded to winners; lots of door prizes, free lunch for everyone.  Directions to St. Catherine are on the flyers on the bulletin boards.


Volunteer Drivers needed for Aging Services for Communities – to take your neighbors, community members, church family and friends to medical appointments.  If you have time and want to make a difference in someone’s life with the added bonus of making some extra holiday money please give us a call at 507-364-5663.  Mileage reimbursement is 55.5 cents per mile.  Thanks – Shelly Barnett, LSW, Executive Director Aging Services for Communities, Montgomery MN.  


Catholic Studies opportunity at UST – University of St. Thomas will hold a Catholic Overnight on Friday, November 18 – Saturday, November 19.  High school seniors will have the opportunity to learn about Catholic Studies and the Catholic Women’s and Men’s floors, as well as Catholic community at UST.  For more information or to reserve a spot contact Theresa Kutz at 651-962-5704 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:trkutz@stthomas.edu" �trkutz@stthomas.edu�.  Spaces are limited.  


Mayo System Hospice “Grief and the Holidays – remembering loved ones” - Holidays can be especially difficult for a person who is grieving, especially the first ones after the death of a loved one.  We invite you to join us for a program that can help you identify ways to plan and prepare for the holiday season.  Sessions are available at numerous locations in the area as well as various dates and times throughout the month of November.  See the bulletin boards for the locations, dates and times.  There is no cost to attend these programs but preregistration is necessary.  For more information or to register, call the Hospice office at 507-385-2989 or 1-800-327-3721, ext. 2989.  


Dinner and dance: Saturday, October 29, 2011 at the Isaak Walton


Mexican food served from 5:00-8:00 p.m., Dance from 8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.  Tickets: $20 for adults 16 & older; $10 for children ages 13-15; children 12 & under are free.  Tickets are available at St. Mary’s Parish Office or at the door.  All proceeds will help fund the Hispanic community’s Our Lady of Guadalupe celebration to be held at St. Mary’s on Sunday, December 11.  


Le Center Lion's Omelet Breakfast - Sunday October 30th 2011 from 8-noon, at the American Legion in Le Center, Cost is $7 for adults, ages 6-10 $4, and 5 and under free.  Delivery available by calling 357-4787 between 8 and noon.


Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend – will be November 18-20 at the Franciscan Retreat Campus, Prior Lake, MN.  For more information call 763-434-4155 or check our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.wwme.org" �www.wwme.org�.


Church of the Nativity of the Virgin Mary – 9900 Lyndale Ave S, Bloomington, MN, 55420 will present “Spiritual Warfare & Protection Conference  beginning at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, November 6th, featuring Drew Mariani of Relevant Radio as host and presenter, Moira Noonan exposing the Dangers and Deceptions of the New Age, Fr. Jeff Huard on Angels, Demons and the Profound Protection of Sacramentals, then closing with a powerful Healing Mass with Fr. Jim Livingston, - fulfilling the Sunday obligation.  Advance tickets $20 � HYPERLINK "http://www.PrayerAndProtection.com" �www.PrayerAndProtection.com�.    651-686-9729


SSND Quilt Auction – on Saturday October 29, 2011 at St. Edwards Church, 9401 Nesbit Ave S., Bloomington MN  Please join the School Sisters of Notre Dame for our 2011 quilt auction “Women Hanging by a Thread” supporting women and children struggling with poverty, violence, homelessness, or illiteracy.  Beautiful hand quilted and machine quilted items on live or silent auction.  Many items also offered for direct sale.  Review from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. with the auction starting at 1:00 p.m.  


Mission Sewing is back – well, eventually it will be!  So we’re human and we goofed.  We were all ready to get back into the winter sewing schedule and oops!  We forgot that the Parish Directory is making use of the Mission Room area for picture taking!  So – we will be back to sewing – as of Tuesday, November 6th, 2011 at 1:00 p.m.  Sorry for the confusion.


Our Lady of the Prairie CCW – is having a Community Clothing Swap again this fall.  It will be held on Saturday October 29, 2011 from 8 am – 1 pm at Our Lady of the Prairie Catholic Church Parish Hall , 215 N. Chestnut St in Belle Plaine.  Donate your extra clothing – Volunteer your time – shop for $1 per bag of clothing.  You may donate or volunteer to set up on Friday , October 28 from 3 – 8 pm, shop on Saturday, October 29 from 8 – 1 pm or volunteer to help take down on October 29 from 12 – 2 pm.  Proceeds to benefit the Belle Plaine Good Samaritan Fund.  	











Pastoral Minister





This Tuesday Milan will be taking Communion to those who are homebound.  Please call if you have not been able to get to church and we will gladly bring you Communion whether for one week or as long as it is warranted.  





See the note in another area of this bulletin pertaining to our mix-up with the starting of Mission Sewing.  This building is used by a lot of people and keeping everything coordinated can be interesting at times!





Please make sure that all changes for the November calendar are in place by Wednesday of this coming week.  The November calendar will be included in the bulletin next weekend.  I’m wondering where October went!  





“Someday, I can take her on the cruise.”  “Someday, I will have time to call and chat.”  “Someday, the children will understand why I was so busy.”


Some days never come. And the price of practicality is sometimes higher than extravagance.  But the rewards of risky love are always greater than its cost.  


Go to the effort.  Invest the time.  Write the letter.  Make the apology.  Take the trip.  Purchase the gift.  Do it.  The seized opportunity renders joy.  The neglected brings regret.  


 


Jo Sowieja, Pastoral Minister


joso@frontiernet.net











PRO-LIFE ARTICLE 





The Bible states that “we must be perfect as our Heavenly Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48).  We know that Our Heavenly Father is pure, holy and good, so we too must strive to be pure, holy and good.  St. Paul warns us of the consequences of not doing so in his First Letter to the Corinthians (6:9-11): “Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor the effeminate, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor the evil-tongued, nor the greedy will possess the kingdom of God.”





Our bodies are the temples of the Holy Spirit, so we must strive to keep them pure, holy and worthy of the presence of the Holy Spirit.  To do this, we must receive the sacrament of Confession and Holy Communion often so as to receive the grace that we need to resist temptations and to do the will of God.





Our bodies are beautiful because they are made in the image and likeness of God.  We preserve that image within us by practicing the virtue of modesty, primarily in the way we dress.  God does not want us to expose our bodies by wearing plunging necklines or clothes that are too short or too tight, because it might cause another person to have lustful thoughts or feelings.  Thus, immodesty in dress can be a source of sin for another.  When we dress modestly, however, we are likely to be looked upon with respect and not as sex objects.  


�The St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team is a group of individuals committed to educating, promoting, and encouraging participation in Respect for Life activities.  For more information about how to get involved, please contact the Parish Office.  





St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team

















CCW upcoming events:


 


October 25th, 2011 – CCW Board meeting at 5:45 p.m.


October 26th, 2011 – Fellowship coffee will be served after the 9:00 a.m. Mass this day.  Come and join us!  


Halloween Party at Central Health Care – There will be a sing-a-long at the nursing home on October 31st at 1:30 p.m.  Harriet has volunteered to play the piano.  The residents enjoy a sing-a-long so please make an effort to attend and help serve ice cream.  


November 10th, 2011 – CCW Memorial Mass at 6:00 p.m. followed by soup & sandwich supper.


November 29th, 2011 – CCW Board meeting at 5:45 p.m. 


December 6, 2011 – CCW Christmas Party/Silent Auction/Pot Luck starting with 5:00 p.m. Mass.  











Lighthouse Catholic Media CD of the Week


“Blessed Pier Giorgio: Man of the Beatitudes” by Fr. Tim Deeter





Born in 1901 in Turin, Italy into a family of wealth and status, Pier Giorgio enjoyed good friends, hiking, skiing, museums and music, and was involved in political action. He found that deep prayer, service to the poor, and a passion for bringing others to Christ led to a life of purpose, peace and happiness.  Pier Giorgio died at the age of 24 on July 4, 1925.  He was beatified on May 20, 1990 by Pope John Paul II who referred to him as a “man of the beatitudes.”  BONUS: As a teenager, Brian Walch had everything the world tells us we should want.  While still immersed in our modern culture, he had a radical deepening of his Catholic faith which led to his martyrdom for Christ in 1975.  His cause for canonization has been opened.  





“Two examples of youthful, holy lives!”  ~ Helene – Peachtree City, GA

















St. Therese of Lisieux, St. Francis de Sales, St. Augustine, Thomas a Kempis, and modern authors like Scott Hahn or Fulton Sheen.  Every Catholic home should include at least a small library of Catholic writings.  





I hope this brief explanation inspires you to search out these fundamental resources for yourself and your family, to help you to grow in your faith and answer the questions that you may have.  If you have any questions concerning these, please let me know.  





Fr. Chris Shofner  


� HYPERLINK "mailto:fr.chris@hotmail.com" ��fr.chris@hotmail.com�











Next Sunday Readings:


Malachi 1:14b-2:2b, 8-10


1Thessalonians 2:7b-9, 13


Matthew 23: 1-12





 We extend our congratulations to Brian & Marianne Lovill who exchanged their marriage vows this weekend.  May your future be filled with blessings!  





Shoe Box Collection Time is here!





Large bins can be found at the entrances on the west and south entrances at St. Mary’s and in the entrance of St. Henry for your “Operation Christmas Child” Shoebox gifts.  Envelopes were included in the bulletin last weekend which is your listing of suggestions as well as tags for the age child you are supplying for and the envelope for the $7.00 shipping cost.  We have only this weekend – October 22 & 23 and next weekend – October 29 & 30 to collect these.  From there our local volunteers will package and make things ready to transport the boxes to a local gathering site by November  14th.  We are grateful to our local volunteers for taking this project on each year as well as being grateful to each of YOU for your donations.  Children in Faith Formation classes also brought home the flyers.  Good lesson in giving to have a child help choose and supply what will fill the shoe box.  Bless you for all you do!  

















Banns of Marriage:  














St. Peter Regional Treatment Center – flyers can be found on the bulletin boards with suggestions as to gift ideas for clients of the Center for the Holiday Season.  Several of these clients do not hear from family or friends.  Listings are included as to what works well and where you can send items to.  There are always those who are in need.  This is a location near to us that we can identify with.  








St. Henry Country Fair & Raffle





See the flyer in today’s bulletin with information about the St. Henry Church Country Fair which will take place next Sunday, October 30, 2011 after the 8:00 a.m. Mass.  There are raffle tickets available in the Parish Center for $1.00 each.  Items available for raffle are:


$50 Beer Oil & Tire Gift Certificate


$50 Chrit’s Beauty Shop


$50 cash


$50 O’Keefe’s Meat Market Gift Certificate


Tickets need to be purchased and turned in by October 30th.  Drawing will be held on the 30th after the 8:00 a.m. Mass.  You need not be present to win.











Family photos Have Begun!





If you did not sign up for an appointment for our new pictorial directory, expect a call from Olan Mills to offer you a time.  If you have caller ID, it should read “Church Directories.”  If you want to set or change an appointment, call Olan Mills at 800-866-2263, Mon-Fri 8AM-8PM, or you can still go on-line at � HYPERLINK "http://www.signup.olanmills.com/" �www.signup.olanmills.com�.  You will need the church phone number to log in (507-357-4838).  Once you enter your home information click “save” and the available times will be displayed for you.   Our photography dates are October 18-22, 24-29 & November 1.  Photography hours are 2:00-9:30 p.m. weekdays and 9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Saturdays.  You will receive a free church directory and $25 Portrait Coupon for participating.  Please take part!  











