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Pastor’s Corner





Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 





Today marks the beginning of our Church year with the first Sunday of Advent.  During these four weeks, we prepare ourselves for the celebration of Christ’s birth on Christmas Day through prayer, penance and good works.  It’s not insignificant that the Church encourages this time as a time of preparation, because the birth of Jesus Christ is not to be taken lightly.  While the heart of our Christian faith is found in Christ’s death and Resurrection, his birth is a sign that the salvation of the world is near.  What a joyous realization that is!  And so we would do well to prepare our hearts and souls properly to receive the King.  





This can be a busy time for many households as they prepare for holiday gatherings and trips.  Let me encourage you not to let the frenzy of this time of year distract you from the true purpose of the season.  Take some time to reflect on your need for Jesus Christ.  Before Christ was born, the world was in darkness because of sin.  But when Christ was born, our hope was born.  The angels sang “Glory to God” because they knew that the world had received its King.  Though he had a humble birth, he would grow to be the most powerful force in the world against evil, sin and death.  





As much as we like to think that we have everything under control in our lives, the world today is still in need of Jesus Christ.  He is still present in the world, even 2000 years after his birth, but his presence alone is not sufficient for our salvation, nor is it sufficient for our happiness in life.  We need to embrace him and follow him, or else we remain in darkness by our own choosing.  Embracing him means loving what he loves and rejecting what he rejects.  It means ridding ourselves of our selfish and sinful tendencies in order to make room for Christ’s grace to dwell within us.  





We can do this by fostering the core disciplines of the Christian life: prayer, fasting and almsgiving.  We are helped by the grace of God received through the sacraments, especially Eucharist and Reconciliation (Confession).  Please note that during the Advent season we have added a Saturday morning daily Mass at 9:00 and will be starting Saturday afternoon confessions a half-hour earlier at 3:15.  Another opportunity for confessions will take place on Sunday, December 18 at 7:00 PM.  We’re working to have a number of priests join us for that evening.  








God bless,


Fr. Chris Shofner  


� HYPERLINK "mailto:fr.chris@hotmail.com" ��fr.chris@hotmail.com�














New Altar Ministry Schedule





The new schedule will need to be in place and mailed by the middle of December.  Please contact the Parish Center if you have any special requests or changes that you wish to have in place for January through the end of April, 2012.  Please make your contact no later than December 12, 2011.  





Mass Schedule


Mon. 28th 	No Mass


Tues. 29th 	9:00 a.m. – Opening of adoration 


		1:00 p.m. Mission sewing


		5:00 p.m. Mass – living/deceased CCW 


					Members


		CCW Board meeting after Mass


Wed. 30th 	9:00 a.m. Mass – for two special friends – 


			Mike Anderson+ & Gene Dwyer+


10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible study 


		Faith Formation classes @ 5:15 & 6:45 p.m.


Thurs. 1st 	8:55 a.m. Closing of Adoration


		9:00 a.m. Mass – Don Woelfel+


		7:30 p.m. KC meeting


Fri. 2nd 		First Friday


		8:30 a.m. Reconciliation


9:00 a.m. Mass – Gene Dwyer+


		Home Communion calls after Mass





Sat.  3rd 	9:00 a.m. Mass - 


3:15 p.m. Reconciliation


4:30 p.m. Mass – Frank & Mabel Weber++


Lectors		Don Callisto, Barb Kavan


Euch. Min.	Kathy Schloesser, Sue Macho


Server		Marisa Macho


Gift Bearers	Weber Family 


Christmas Fair Preparations – donations accepted


Sun. 4th 	7:30 a.m. Reconciliation 


		8:00 a.m. Mass – living/deceased of the 


			John & Mary Traxler Family


Lectors		Madonna Russo, Karl Germscheid


Euch. Min.	Earle Traxler


Server		Emily Holicky





St. Mary’s Christmas Fair – 8:30 a.m. – Noon including:


Breakfast served by the KC’s 


Grade One Christmas Play		


	













































































Please pray for…





Part of our Christian duty is to pray for each other.  We are including this list of people to pray for.  


Tim Simonette		Roxie Roemhildt


Mary Janovsky 		Dorleen Schmieg


JoAnn Cemensky	Adam Smisek


Matthew Collins		Ken Harkins	


Ryan Holicky		Terry Krenik


Margaret Wondra 	Dave Wolf


Arlene Van Avery	Russ Kopet	


Magdaline Ballman	Ralph Hoey	


Helen Holicky		Bonnie Callisto		


Ag Collins		Bonnie Wieland	


Jim Weber		Lonnie Prososki


Bev Bartelt





All in Central Health Care, Mala Strana, Good Samaritan, Traditions, Villages, Three Links,  Horizon Place, Country Neighbors.


*Some people have requested to not have their name included on this list.  We respect their wishes and ask that you pray for all who are ill.  





With the Holidays ahead don’t forget that we still have copies of the St. Mary/St. Henry Cook Book available.  They sell for $15 each and are filled with some very good recipes!  Stop in, pick some up and have them on hand for those last minute gifts!  





Faith Formation.





The Christmas Fair will take place on Sunday, December 4th from 8:30am to Noon.  See insert in this bulletin. 





On Wednesday, November 30 during a portion of their class time, students in both sessions will be making crafts or food items for the Christmas Fair.  Our 8th grade class is “in charge” of the Kid’s Games for the Christmas Fair this year.  They would welcome your donations of prizes for these games.  9th grade students will be baking and setting up the Social Hall.  Parental help would still be appreciated during this fun, crazy class time! 





The KC sponsored “Keep Christ in Christmas” poster boards are due on November 30th or can be brought to the Parish Center anytime.  The posters will be on display in the Social Hall until they’re sent home with the kids on the December 14 class.  





Mass and Meal ~ On Wednesday, December 7 all students in both sessions are asked to attend the 5:30pm Mass for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception.  This is a Holy Day of Obligation.  A supper will be served in the Social Hall immediately following and Father will present information on the new translation of the Mass.  This will be a great family night for everyone to learn together so that we can fully understand our worship experience.  Attendance will be taken for all grades.  Families and Parishioners are also welcome.  





Sing, heavens! Shout for joy, earth!  Let the mountains burst into song!  The Lord will comfort his people; he will have pity on his suffering people.   Isaiah 49:13








Colleen Budin   � HYPERLINK "mailto:colleenb@frontier.com" �colleenb@frontier.com�








Operation Christmas Child, 2011





It is hard to believe that our Shoe Box collection is over for another holiday season.  Our Shoe Box Team is always so humbled by the effort & thoughtfulness of the members of St. Mary/St. Henry Parishes.  The items & the care you pack each with are felt in children’s hearts across the globe.  Even simple things are an enormous gift.  Above all is the fact that the boxes are packed by praying Christians with caring spirits.  Please continue to pray for the child that receives your box so Christ may enter their lives this Christmas season.  





The Shoe Box Team would like to thank Fr. Chris and the Staff for the many small things they assist with that help the Shoe Box Collection go smoothly.  And thank YOU for your packed boxes, gifts of money and cash to cover shipping of the boxes.  There were 35 boxes taken to the drop off site.  They are on their long journey into the hands of a very lucky child!  Blessing to them and to each of you this Christmas Season





						The Shoe Box Team














St. Henry Sacrificial Giving





Weekly budget is $675.00





Sunday Adult	$    735.00


Plate		$      75.00


		$    810.00	+$135.00 





	











Church cleaning – Sandy Germscheid & Gay Serrano are scheduled to have the church cleaned by December 11, 2011. 





St. Mary’s Sacrificial Giving





Weekly Budget      $ 3,500.00





Sunday Adult	$ 	3,175.66


Plate		$      	   107.50


Youth		$ 	       2.00       


		$ 	3,285.32	   -$214.68			


Campaign for Human Development	$55.00





Third Capital Campaign began July 1, 2011 & runs to June 30, 2014


Cash & Commitments	$ 178,739.02


Cash this week		$     1,568.00


Cash to date		$    68,761.02


Pledge cards may still be returned – if you do not have one there are extras located at the church entrances.  143 cards returned to date.


Loan Balance as of 10/26/2011         $636,157.52


Thank you & bless you for your continued 


generosity!














Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry


165 N Waterville Ave


Le Center MN  56057


Phone - 507-357-6633


Phone/Fax - 507-357-4838


Parish Website: www.stmarysthenry.org


Parish Staff Office Hours:


Fr. Christopher Shofner – Pastor (Tuesday - Friday)


Jo Sowieja - Pastoral Minister	(Monday, Tuesday, Thursday)


Colleen Budin – Faith Formation (variable schedule for summer)


Judy La Framboise – Secretary/Receptionist 


		(Tuesday a.m., Wednesday, Thursday p.m., Friday a.m.)


Tara Robinson – Accounting	(Tuesday & Thursday)


Bill Collins Jr. – Maintenance	(Monday – Friday)


Terri McMillen - Music Ministry





Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Friday


Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted by the end of the work day on Wednesday. 





Sacramental Information


Baptism - offered once each month (except during Lent).  Contact Jo for baptism in English; contact Fr. Chris for baptism in Spanish


Marriage - contact Fr. Chris or Jo at least 6 months in advance.  All couples must complete a weekend retreat as well as marriage preparation classes with either Fr. Chris or Jo.  


Confirmation - youth are prepared in grades 8, 9 & 10.  For adult confirmation - contact Jo.


Anointing of the Sick - communal anointing for the Parish once each year in the spring.  For private anointing, contact Fr. Chris


Communion calls for ill or homebound - please contact Jo


R.C.I.A. - classes form in September and January.  Contact Jo


Adult Education - contact Fr. Chris or Jo


For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Judy.











First Sunday 


Of Advent





November 27, 2011








Mass Schedule





Saturday        9:00 AM


4:30 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday      	8:00 AM (St. Henry)


10:00 AM (St. Mary)


     		12:00 PM (St. Mary,Spanish)


Tuesday        5:00 PM Mass


Wednesday   9:00 AM Mass


Thursday       9:00 AM Mass


Friday      	9:00 AM Mass





Reconciliation


Saturday	3:15 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday	7:30 AM (St. Henry)


Adoration


Opening	9:00 AM Tuesday


Closing	8:55 AM Thursday




















Announcements for Communities/Organizations in the Area 





Christmas Time’s A Comin’ – Our third annual country gospel Christmas show is being presented at the Central Intermediate School Auditorium Waseca, MN.  A Branson - style Christmas show for the entire family’s enjoyment.  All proceeds go to the local chapter of the American Red Cross.  Show times – Sat. Dec 3, at 2:00 & 7:00 p.m., Sunday Dec 4th, 2011 at 2:00 p.m. Tickets available at the Waseca Music Store 507-835-2980 and will also be available at the door.  Adults $10, under 16 free.  We are pleased to announce the offering of a bus to attend the 2:00 p.m. performance on December 4th for this event.  Bus would pick you up at 12:30 p.m. from the St. Mary’s parking lot.  There would be a $10 charge for riding the bus and you need to make a reservation for this by December 1st.  If you wish to take advantage of this offering please call LeRoy or Joan May (Curt Boettcher’s sister) at either 612-817-7306 or 612-756-2157 to make your bus reservation.  You may arrange for your show tickets by the above listed phone number or be prepared to purchase your ticket at the door that day .  


St. Mary’s Christmas Fair – will be held next Sunday, December 4th, 2011 from 8:30 – Noon in St. Mary’s Social Hall. Come and enjoy  home baked or made items for the Bake Shoppe, cookies in the Cookie Patch, raffle items, silent auction items, kid’s games, a delicious brunch served by the KC’s and the Grade One  Christmas Play.  


Holy Spirit Retreat Center – near Janesville, MN is offering an Advent Day of Reflection: “Strengthened in Hope, Working for Justice”.  This will be presented on December 11, 2011 from  2:00 – 4:00 p.m. with the presenter, Father Paul Johnson, OP.  Fr. Paul will use the Isaiah Advent readings for reflections and input with applications for our daily living during this season.  Suggested donation $10.  


Church of St. Anne’s Le Sueur – will hold their 5th Annual Dad’s Belgian Waffle breakfast on Sunday, December 11th from 8:30 a.m. – 12 Noon at St. Anne’s School in Le Sueur.  All you can eat waffles, sausage and toppings with beverage.  Advance tickets are $7.50; at the door $8.50 and under age 5 are free.  Also offering the Cookie Walk – great way to do your Holiday baking choosing from a large assortment and selling by the pound.  


St. Andrew’s Catholic Church in Elysian – will hold their 5th Annual Christmas Sale-A-Thon on Saturday, December 3rd from 9 am to 2 pm and Sunday, December 4th from 10 am – noon.  Many crafts including jewelry, purses, wreaths, quilts, towels, pot scrubbers, lounge pants, books, rugs, etc. and Vendors which include Tupperware, Stanly, Fuller, Avon, Tastefully Simple, Pampered Chef, Mary Kay,  Rada Cutlery, Pet supplies, Christmas card photos (for an appointment, call Rachel at 507-317-1543).  There will also be a bake sale and a soup and sandwich lunch available.  











Pastoral Minister





This coming Friday will be First Friday so Father Chris will do home Communion calls after Mass this day.  





Calendar for the month of December is in your bulletin today.  Don’t ask – I haven’t the slightest idea what happened to November!!!  





If you are part of the Altar Ministers for the parishes please note the announcement further on in this bulletin about the new schedule that needs to be completed.  We are in the process of switching this whole scheduling duty over to the computer.  It should be a real time saver.  As stated in that announcement please have any requests or changes to the office by December 12th.  Thanks!  





Baptism will be offered on December 18th which is the third Sunday.  The Feast of Guadalupe will be celebrated on December 11th.  If you are requesting baptism for this date please contact Father Chris for baptism in Spanish or Jo for baptism in English.  Parents and godparents are to attend a class prior to celebrating the sacrament.  





God is often more patient with us than we are with ourselves.  We assume that if we fall we cannot be saved.  If you are anxious about this, please remember, “God began doing a good work in you, and I am sure he will continue it until it is finished when Jesus Christ comes again.” (Philippians 1:6) 


(If you’re like me, it feels sometimes like it may take that long!)





Jo Sowieja, Pastoral Minister


joso@frontiernet.net








Altar servers: Please note that this Wednesday, November 30 and Thursday, December 1 is the second training session in preparation to be an altar server.  Please attend the session you indicated.  Practices run from 3:15-4:30 p.m.  The third and final practice will take place December 14 & 15.  








CCW upcoming events:





December 6, 2011 – CCW Christmas Party/Silent Auction/Pot Luck starting with 5:00 p.m. Mass.  

















Lighthouse Catholic Media CD of the Week


“There is Life in the Womb” by Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen





Archbishop Fulton Sheen was one of the most loved and influential preachers of the twentieth century and author of over ninety books.  He reached nearly thirty million people through his weekly program Life is Worth Living, and his cause for canonization was officially opened in 2002.  In this presentation, he explains from a philosophical and historical perspective the Church’s teaching regarding human life.  





“What a wonderful, timeless argument for life!  Although Archbishop Sheen spoke these words thirty years ago, his message is as timely today as it was then!”  ~ Rebecca – San Diego, CA





PLEASE NOTE: If you are interested in picking up any of our current titles, please do so this weekend.  After that time, we will be clearing our racks and exchanging the current titles for new ones.  Thank you!  











Donation Envelopes for 2012


Donation envelopes for the 2012 year at St. Mary’s are now available in the Gathering Space.  Please try to pick yours up as soon as possible.  








Next Sunday Readings:


Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11


2 Peter 3:8-14


Mark 1: 1-8





Choir Announcements


Our December schedule for singing will be as follows:


Today, Sunday, December 4th – practice at 9:15 a.m.


Wednesday, December 7th – singing for 5:30 p.m. Mass; practice in church for Mass parts after Mass.  


Sunday, December 11th – practice at 9:15 a.m.


Monday, December 12 – 6:30 p.m. practice for Christmas


Sunday December 18th – 9:15 a.m.


Wednesday, December 21st – 6:30 p.m. practice for Christmas


Saturday December 24th – 4:00 p.m. – arrive at 3:30 p.m. - need as many Choir members as possible – no youth choir


			  11:00 p.m. – arrive at 10:15 p.m. 














MORE PHOTO DATES!!!





Thank you to those that had their portrait taken for our new pictorial directory.  Our response was so great, we are in need of more photography dates to accommodate those families that could not get in.  If you did NOT have your family portrait taken, we have added the following additional photo days: Monday, December 5 and Tuesday, December 6, 2:00-9:30 PM each day.  You may schedule a photography time by calling Olan Mills at 1.800.866.2263 and tell them you are scheduling with St. Mary’s in Le Center.  If you are from St. Henry, you may schedule at St. Mary's also.  We will have separate sections for each church but all photography is taking place at St. Mary’s for handicap accessibility.  You will receive a $25 portrait credit and free directory for coming in.  If none of these times work for your family, you may submit your own family picture to include in the directory.  Please keep the following guidelines in mind: 


4x6 or small photo (nothing larger than 8x10)


If a professional photo, you must supply a release from the photographer


Complete family information: Names, Address, Phone number, and Parish affiliation. 


Photos must be submitted to the parish office by Tuesday, December 6.  


Please participate!  Remember our directory won't be complete without YOU!  

















Banns of Marriage:  














January 22, 2012 will mark the 39th anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court’s tragic decision to legalize abortion.  This year the Office of Marriage Family and Life  will be Celebrating a Mass for Life instead of an Ecumenical Prayer Service as the date falls on a Sunday.  Archbishop Nienstedt will be the celebrant for this special Noon Mass at the Cathedral of St. Paul in St. Paul. .  YES, this does count as your Sunday obligation so come as a family to attend together.  The MCCL Rally at the state capitol will follow the Mass.   Last year this inspiring event was attended by approximately 3,000 people.  


            Over 50 million unborn babies have been aborted since 1973.  Please join others in this opportunity to pray for these children of God as well as the men and women who suffer because of the decision they made to terminate a pregnancy.


Contact the Marriage Family and Life office at 651.291.4506 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:wilsons@archspm.org" �wilsons@archspm.org� with questions.  














10:00 a.m. Mass – for the Parish


Lectors		Don Budin, Curtis Budin


Euch. Min.	Brent Christian, Angie Christian


		Ruth Germscheid, Volunteer


Servers		Ted Christian, Cassie Christian,


		Lizzie Christian


Gift Bearers	Volunteers


Children’s Liturgy of the Word


Kindergarten class





12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish








Thank You! – St. Mary’s received a check from the First State Bank made out to the amount of $612 after their Holiday Open House.  Thank you to everyone who registered at the Bank for our parish as well as our thanks to the First State Bank for their generous offering!  











