  - 

[image: image1.png]





[image: image2] 


[image: image3.emf] 

 





 









Pastor’s Corner





Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 





Happy Mother’s Day to all our mothers and grandmothers!  This is your day to be honored by your children for all you do, for the love and support you give, for the advice and friendship you offer, for the discipline that has helped us to learn right from wrong.  Mothers are a special gift—they are a reflection of the tender, nurturing love of God.  No matter how old we get, we will always give thanks to God for Mom.  We pray that this day is a blessing to you!  





Last Sunday the world learned that Navy SEALS had killed Osama bin Laden, the man responsible for so much pain and misery throughout the world for the past ten years.  The images from that night showed revelers cheering in the streets of New York and Washington, D.C.  There was a sense of sadness in those images as well, as many realized that we were rejoicing over the death of a human person, albeit one that had done some horrible things.  It raises the question: How is a Catholic Christian supposed to respond?  We may be morally torn between feeling relief that his reign of terror has ended and feeling awkward about celebrating the killing of a human person.  





The Roman Catholic Church responded immediately to the news of bin Laden’s death with the following statement by Federico Lombardi, the Director of the Vatican Press Office: “Faced with the death of a man, a Christian never rejoices, but reflects on the serious responsibility of everyone before God and man, and hopes and pledges that every event is not an opportunity for a further growth of hatred, but of peace.”  Our reaction must lead us to healing, rather than greater division and desire for retribution. Jesus encourages us to reject the notion of vengeance, so that we can foster true peace and security in the world.  Admittedly, though, it’s still hard to reconcile our attitudes.  As Christians, we must be careful not to confuse our desire for vengeance with our desire to defeat an enemy.  Scripture describes how God battled against His enemies, but He never took delight in the death of sinners.  He wants all people to come to love Him and others.  That is the attitude we must all strive to imitate.  





Martin Luther King Jr. said it very eloquently: “I mourn the loss of thousands of precious lives, but











Mass Schedule


Mon. 9th 	No Mass 


		7:00 p.m. Confirmation at Faribault


Tues.10th 	9:00 a.m. Opening of adoration


		11:30 a.m. Thrift Store Volunteer Luncheon


		5:00 p.m. Mass – Dan & Gayle Krenik++


Wed. 11th 	9:00 a.m. Mass – Aggie Smith+


		10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible study


Thurs. 12th 	8:55 a.m. Closing of Adoration


9:00 a.m. Mass–Bob & Dolores Germscheid++


Fri. 13th 	9:00 a.m. Mass – Judy Connolly+





Sat.  14th 	3:45 p.m. Reconciliation


		4:30 p.m. Mass – Gary Goettl+


Lectors		Maureen Blaschko, Kathy Schloesser


Euch. Min.	Christy Gibbs, Judy La Framboise


Server		MacKenze Macho


Gift Bearers	Goettl Family 





 Sun. 15th 	7:30 a.m. Reconciliation	


		8:00 a.m. Mass  - for the Parish


Lectors		Lloyd Stauff, Madonna Russo


Euch. Min.	Dianne Traxler


Server		Karla Holicky, Emily Holicky





		10:00 a.m. Mass for the Parish


Lectors		Cami O’Meara, Laurie Wohlers


Euch. Min.	Bea Budin-Grof, Rose Krenik,


		Bev Steffen, Norm Schmidt


Servers		Hardy Traxler, Derek Traxler, Dan Traxler


Gift Bearers	Volunteers


12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish































































































Spring Cleaning in the Social Hall Kitchen


Next Saturday, May 14, 2011, 8:30 a.m.





This job has not been accomplished for several years and it’s time to get busy!  Two persons each from Circles 1 through 5 should have been called and are to arrive by 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, May 14th supplied with their own pails and cleaning cloths.  





Sue Leary, Kitchen Chairperson








Faith Formation





23 2nd grade students received their First Holy Communion last Sunday at St. Mary’s 10am Mass.  Their teachers, Tara Robinson and Jenny Blaschko did an excellent job of preparing their students for the sacrament and it all went quite well.  Blessings to all of these families. 





Our 10th grade students have completed their preparation and will be Confirmed on Monday, May 9th at Divine Mercy Church in Faribault.  Please pray for them as they receive the Holy Spirit in this important sacrament.  





Next Sunday, May 15 will be the Confirmation Receiving Mass here at St. Mary’s at 10am.  This is our chance to celebrate and welcome these 23 Confirmandi as adults in the Church.  Their names as well as an encore listing of our volunteers will be in next week’s bulletin.  





Registration forms and Volunteer forms for our August 7-11 SonQuest Beach Bash VBS can be found at the church entrances and turned into the Parish Offices anytime.  





The 2011 Baccalaureate will be held on Sunday, May 22 at 4pm.  All are welcome to attend this event which is an ecumenical religious service/sermon meant as a farewell to these graduating High School Seniors.  





For God commands the angels to guard you in all your ways.  Psalm 91:11








Colleen Budin


� HYPERLINK "mailto:colleenb@frontier.com" �colleenb@frontier.com�











Do you have Bridal Showers, Weddings, Birthdays or Graduations on your calendar? 


Don’t forget the St. Mary/St. Henry Cook Book!  It makes an excellent gift for most any occasion!  Stop in & pick some up to have on hand!  





Ushers for May & June





4:30 p.m. Mass – Dick Bradshaw, Milo Holey, Pat Holey, Warren Connolly





10:00 a.m. Mass – Jason Blaschko, Derek Gibbs, Phil Campbell, Norm Schmidt





St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team





The most important person on earth is a mother.  She cannot claim the honor of having built Notre Dame Cathedral.  She need not.  She has built something more magnificent than any Cathedral – a dwelling for an immortal soul, the tiny perfection of her baby’s body.


 


The angels have not been blessed with such a grace.  They cannot share in God’s creative miracle to bring new saints to Heaven.  Only a human mother can.  Mothers are closer to God the Creator than any other creature.  God joins forces with mothers in performing this act of creation.


 


What on God’s good earth is more glorious than this:  to be a mother?


 


~ Joseph Cardinal Mindszenty





Sincerely,


St. Mary/St. Henry Pro-Life Team members


 














St. Henry Sacrificial Giving





Weekly budget is $675.00





Sunday Adult	$    941.00


Plate		$      61.00


		$ 1,002.00	+327.00





Catholic Services Appeal	Goal $2,000.00


	This is a corrected goal 


To date:			        $2,395.00


Congratulations on meeting our CSA goal!  











Church cleaning at St. Henry –   Sandy Germscheid & Gay Serrano are scheduled to have the church cleaned by Sunday, May 15, 2011.





St. Mary’s Sacrificial Giving





Weekly Budget      $ 3,500.00





Sunday Adult	$3, 590.26


Plate		$    407.61


Youth		$        9.00


		$ 4, 006.87	+$506.87





Catholic Service Appeal		 Goal is $12,500.00


To date:				    9,014.48





Good Friday – Holy Land Collection	$599.25


Rice Bowl – Catholic Relief Services	$973.15








Capital Campaign


Cash & Commitments	$ 652,623.53


Cash this week		$     2,367.78


Cash to date		$ 547,302.14


Present balance on the building:


April 25, 2011		 $ 691,664.77	


Thank you & bless you for your continued generosity!








Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry


165 N Waterville Ave


Le Center MN  56057


Phone - 507-357-6633


Phone/Fax - 507-357-4838





Parish Website: www.stmarysthenry.org





Parish Staff


Fr. Christopher Shofner - Pastor


Jo Sowieja - Pastoral Minister


Colleen Budin – Faith Formation


Judy La Framboise - Office Manager


Bill Collins Jr. - Maintenance


Terri McMillen - Music Ministry





Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Friday


Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted by the end of the work day on Wednesday. 





Sacramental Information


Baptism - offered once each month (except during Lent).  Contact Jo for baptism in English; contact Fr. Chris for baptism in Spanish


Marriage - contact Fr. Chris or Jo at least 6 months in advance.  All couples must complete a weekend retreat as well as marriage preparation classes with either Fr. Chris or Jo.  


Confirmation - youth are prepared in grades 8, 9 & 10.  For adult confirmation - contact Jo.


Anointing of the Sick - communal anointing for the Parish once each year in the spring.  For private anointing, contact Fr. Chris


Communion calls for ill or homebound - please contact Jo


R.C.I.A. - classes form in September and January.  Contact Jo


Adult Education - contact Fr. Chris or Jo


For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Judy.











Third Sunday of Easter 


May 8, 2011








Mass Schedule





Saturday      4:30 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday      	8:00 AM (St. Henry)


10:00 AM (St. Mary)


     		12:00 PM (St. Mary,Spanish)


Tuesday        5:00 PM Mass


Wednesday   9:00 AM Mass


Thursday       9:00 AM Mass


Friday      	9:00 AM Mass





Reconciliation


Saturday	3:45 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday	7:30 AM (St. Henry)


Adoration


Opening	9:00 AM Tuesday


Closing	8:55 AM Thursday




















Announcements for Communities/Organizations in the Area


  


Mother’s Day Brunch and Bake Sale – Immaculate Conception Church of Marysburg serving from 8:30 – 12:30 sponsored by the Meyer Construction Relay for Life Team.  All proceeds benefit the American Cancer Society.  


John Michael Talbot – “Worship and Bow Down” tour 2011 -  will be presented at the Church of St. Stephen, 2211  Clinton Ave S in Minneapolis.  There are two opportunities; Saturday May 14th from 7 – 9 pm at St. Stephen’s Church then again for a 3 day retreat at St. Joseph in Waconia on May 16, 17 & 18th from 7- 8:30 pm each evening.  Contact Genevieve at 612-767-2434 for details or go to � HYPERLINK "mailto:ministry@Johnmichaeltalbot.com" �ministry@Johnmichaeltalbot.com�.  


Day of Honoring and Recognition for Birthmothers – on Saturday, July 23, 2011 at Our Lady of Grace at 5071 Eden Ave. in Edina MN.  This day is set aside to recognize the sacrifices made by those who have relinquished a child to adoption.  The day offers an opportunity for healing, sharing and for learning about resources available for birth mothers.  Event will be from 9:30 am to 2:45 pm – cost is $15 to cover lunch and expenses.  Scholarships available.  Register: 651-291-4488 or online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.archspm.org" �www.archspm.org� See forms on bulletin boards.  


7th Annual Senior Expo – will be on Tuesday, May 17th from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at the Verizon Wireless Center at 1 Civic Center Plaza in Mankato.  Special Guest speaker will be Don Shelby, retired WCCO TV News Anchor.  There will be 90+ booths in the exhibition hall, informational seminars, medical screenings, door prize drawings, free parking and transportation with shuttles from Madison East and admission is free.   


Queen of the Americas Guild Conference at the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in La Crosse Wisconsin – to be held July 29 & 30, 2011.  Flyers and posters with information are located at all entrances.  .  


St. Mary/St. Henry Pro Life Team – will be sponsoring a Kickball Tournament for kids K-12 on Sunday, afternoon, May 15, 2011 from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the ball field by St. Henry’s church.  Holy Redeemer, St. Canice, St. Anne and Church of the Nativity students have also been invited.  Mark your calendars now!  Come and get involved for pro-life.  Funds raised from concessions will go towards a prolife charity.  


United Methodist Church in Le Center – will host their spring luncheon on Thursday, May 12th from 11 am – 1:30 pm at their church – 87 N Cordova Ave.  Sloppy Joe Sandwich, salads, baked beans & desserts – adults - $6.50 or $6 in advance; children ages 6 – 12 $4 and under age 5 are free.  Second sandwich donation.  Take out and free delivery available in Le Center – call 357-4375.





Pastoral Ministry





Small error on the May calendar - we did not have a Mass in place for this coming Tuesday, May 10th and yes, there will be a 5:00 p.m. Mass.  The schedule for this coming week includes that information.  





We are back on the Tuesday schedule for home Communion calls with Patty going on this week.  Please call if you have not been able to attend Mass.  





The month of May brings about our spring offering of the sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.  This will take place on Tuesday, May 17th at the 5:00 p.m. Mass.  This sacrament is open to anyone of any age who is experiencing health challenges, facing surgery or even being subjected to a group of medical tests.  The sacrament is to invoke prayers from the community for the persons involved and pray for healing and forgiveness.  If you wish to be anointed, please attend this Mass on May 17th.  There will be a light supper meal offered to all after the Mass in the Social Hall – all those anointed are welcome to attend the meal!


      


The lack of God-centeredness leads to self-centeredness.  Sin celebrates its middle letter – sIn.





Jo Sowieja, Pastoral Minister


joso@frontiernet.net

















I will not rejoice in the death of one, not even an enemy.  Returning hate for hate multiplies hate, adding deeper darkness to a night already devoid of stars.  Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only light can do that.  Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can do that.”  





It’s interesting that on the same day that forces killed a man responsible for so much evil in the world, the Church recognized the holiness of Pope John Paul II in his beatification.  Perhaps it’s a lesson from God that, despite the worst that humanity is capable of, there are still shining lights among us.  May our peace come from the knowledge that there will always be faithful disciples working to bring Jesus Christ to the world!  





God bless,


Fr. Chris Shofner  


� HYPERLINK "mailto:fr.chris@hotmail.com" ��fr.chris@hotmail.com�








Next Sunday’s Readings


Acts 2: 14a, 36-41


1 Peter 2:20b-25


John 10:1-10














Some Reminders from the Calvary Cemetery Board





The St. Mary’s Calvary Cemetery Board will do their annual spring clean-up in the cemetery on Tuesday, May 24th.  Please do not decorate for Memorial Day until after this date!  The cemetery clean-up will begin at 6:30 p.m. – anyone is welcome to come and assist with clearing the cemetery of the debris that accumulates over the winter months.  


Beginning May 25th – you are welcome to do decorating of the graves in preparation for Memorial Day.  Decorations may stay in place until June 12, 2011.  All  decorations should be removed by that date or they will be removed in preparation for mowing and trimming to be accomplished in the most effective way possible.  





You are also reminded that May 22nd is the annual date set aside for donations to the Cemetery Memorial Fund.  If you receive donation envelopes there will be an envelope available in the box for your use.  If not, please feel free to make use of your own envelope or simply place a check in the collection basket made out to St. Mary’s Calvary Cemetery Fund.  











Banns of Marriage:  




















Lighthouse Catholic Media, CD of the Week


“I’m Not Being Fed: Discovering the Food that Satisfies the Soul” by Jeff Cavins





In this dynamic talk, Jeff Cavins explores some of the reasons why so many have left the Catholic Church for evangelical Christianity.  He responds to the most commonly heard complaint of these former Catholics – that they simply were not being “fed” by their Church.  As he presents the story of his own return to Catholicism, Cavins builds a case for the unique character of the Catholic Church as the church founded by Christ.





“A remarkable teaching…I will share this with many people…so full of answers!” ~Lydia – Windham, NH


“I cannot wait to share this message…what a powerful statement of Truth!” ~Amy – Indianapolis, IN








CCW Announcements


              Upcoming Events





Spring “No Salad” Salad Luncheon envelopes were supplied in the bulletin & at the doors.  Please insert your donation and either put them into the offertory basket or mail them to the parish office. Circle Leaders will be calling to remind everyone of this and of paying dues as well.  


CCW Finance meeting will be held Wednesday, June 8th at 6:00 p.m. in the conference room. 


No Board meeting in May – we will resume in August!  � �














