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Pastor’s Corner








Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 





This weekend we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord, the official end to our Christmas season.  On this day Jesus chose to be baptized by John the Baptist in the River Jordan.  Despite John’s insistence that he was not worthy to baptize the Messiah, Jesus repeated his desire to be baptized by him.  This was the initial act of his public ministry, when the crowds recognized him as a worthy teacher and master, and would later come to recognize him as the Messiah.  





Jesus was baptized in the Jordan for two reasons.  


First, as an example to us, to show us the need to be born again in water and the Spirit.  It is our initiation into the life of God, where we are freed from sin and claimed for Christ our Savior through the power of the Holy Spirit.  


Second, he was baptized as a way of identifying with sinners.  When John was baptizing followers, he did it for repentance of sins.  But Jesus was sinless (another reason that John protested against Jesus needing to be baptized).  Later Jesus would bear our sins as he died on the cross.  But in his baptism, Jesus begins to identify with us in a very public way.  In a way, it foreshadows the meaning of the sacrifice he would later make.  


	


This feast today is a reminder that we have received a very special gift in our baptism—we have become children of God.  It also reminds us of how important we are to Christ, that he would take upon himself so much of our human nature and seek to redeem it through his life, death and resurrection.  May we be grateful for his love!  





On a different note, this is an important year in the life of the Church.  Some of you may be aware that the Church has approved a new English translation of the Mass. We will be implementing what’s called the new Roman Missal on November 26-27, 2011 (the first weekend of Advent). We will be spending this year learning about the changes to be made in the translation, what they mean and why they were made.

















Mass Schedule


Mon. 10th 	No Mass or Prayer Service


Tues.11th 	9:00 a.m. opening of adoration


		9:00 a.m. Thrift Store Board meeting


		1 p.m. Mission Sewing


		5:00 p.m. Mass – Collins and Schaus Families


Wed.12th 	9:00 a.m. Mass - Tom Hunt+


		10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible study


		5:15 & 6:45 p.m. Faith Formation classes


		5:15 p.m. Grade 2 Parent meeting


		6:45 p.m. Grade 9 Sponsor meeting


Thurs.13th 	8:55 a.m. Closing of Adoration


9:00 a.m. Mass – Steve Schoeb+


Fri. 14th 	9:00 a.m. Mass – Edith Walson+





Sat.  15th 	Sign Up Weekend


3:45 p.m. Reconciliation – St. Mary


		4:30 p.m. Mass for Gen Maca Srnec+


Lectors		Mark Frederick, Jo Sowieja


Euch. Min.	Christy Gibbs, Mary Jo Stocker


Server		Marisa Macho


Gift Bearers	Family of Gen Srnec





Sun. 16th 	7:30 a.m. Reconciliation – St. Henry


		8:00 a.m. Mass for Mary Traxler+


Lectors		Patti Germscheid, Ron Germscheid


Euch. Min.	Elaine Willette


Server		Tom Genelin





		10:00 a.m. Mass for the Parish


Lectors		Dan Krenik, Laurie Wohlers


Euch. Min.	Ruth Germscheid, Tim Traxler,


		Connie Meyer, Dan Meyer


Servers		Matt Lloyd, Pat Lloyd, Anna Lloyd


Gift Bearers	Volunteers





		12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish





































































































Most changes will be to the priest’s parts in the Mass, though there will be changes in the congregation’s responses as well.  The new translation means we will have new settings for our Mass parts as well (in other words, we will have some new music at Mass).  Lots of changes are coming.  Don’t be caught off-guard come November.  In coming weeks and months, we’ll start to put information in the bulletin about some of the changes.  I invite you to be attentive to this information so that the transition to the new Missal goes smoothly.  If you have any questions, please feel free to ask.  





God bless,


Fr. Chris Shofner


� HYPERLINK "mailto:fr.chris@hotmail.com" ��fr.chris@hotmail.com�

















Faith Formation





We began classes again!  It was great to have the halls filled with our awesome students and volunteers again this week.  Most classes began Unit 4 ~ The Church.  God and Mother Nature willing, we’ll have steady Wednesdays of class up to Ash Wednesday in March!





We’ll hold an important Grade Two Parent Meeting this Wednesday, January 12.  Parents will meet in the church at the beginning of their child’s class time – 5:15pm.  Second Grade will receive their First Sacrament of Reconciliation on February 13!





Grade 9 Confirmation Students will have their Sponsor Night this Wednesday, January 12 at 6:45pm.  Students were asked to choose both a Personal and Parish Sponsor.  This is always a magical evening of learning and sharing our faith.  





Students in Grades 8 & 9 were given reminders this past week of their Mass Note tally.  Six completed Mass Notes are required in these two Confirmation preparation years.  Forms are available at each entrance – both churches.  





Children’s Liturgy of the Word is open to all children ages 3 through Kindergarten – parishioners and visitors!  Simply send the kids forward at Father’s invitation following the Opening Prayer – at all Sunday 10am Masses at St. Mary’s until April 24.  Three of our teachers will graduate this spring.  If you’re interested in helping with Children’s Liturgy next year as a High School student or parent, please contact me.  





Psalm 98 is the inspiration for many songs ~ may our hearts proclaims God’s love in this New Year!


“Shout to the Lord, all the earth; break out in praise and sing for joy!  Let the sea and everything in it shout His praise!  Let the earth and all living things join in.”  Psalm 98: 4, 7 





Colleen Budin


� HYPERLINK "mailto:colleenb@frontier.com" �colleenb@frontier.com�











St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team





Dear Faithful Followers of Christ,





Today we celebrate the Baptism of our Lord, when Jesus submitted himself entirely to the Father’s will.  His mission was to save sinners.  He accomplished this through gentleness and humility, rather than by force.  He brought about a change of heart by revealing the truth.  





In the person of Jesus Christ, God reveals Himself most powerfully.  This is something we should be in awe of and ever so thankful for!  To think that our Mighty, Powerful and All-Perfect God humbled Himself to come upon this earth as a tiny helpless baby to save us from our sins!  He was also very tiny once in his mother’s womb, very tiny, but he was completely there!  It took him 9 months to grow and develop till he was born.  





All children start very small in their mother’s wombs, yet they too are fully human, even if they are not completely developed yet.  They and all people are made in the image and likeness of God, and God gives them an immortal soul at the moment of their conception, so no one has the right to hurt or kill these innocent little ones.  





How special is every human being, especially the innocent little ones!  Let us remember what Mother Teresa of Calcutta said, “Nothing good will happen for a nation that kills its own!”  





For more information about our parish pro-life team, please call 507-357-4662 or 507-838-2944.  


________________________________________________





Minnesotans Concerned for Life (MCCL): On Saturday, January 22, join thousands of Minnesotans at the State Capitol in St. Paul at 12:00 Noon for the MCCL March for Life.  The March commemorates the deaths of more than 50 million unborn babies killed by abortion since the 1973 U.S. Supreme Court decisions legalized abortion on demand for the entire nine months of pregnancy.  Your presence will help show elected officials and the public the depth of support for pro-life legislation protecting women and unborn babies.  For more information, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.mccl.org/" �www.mccl.org�











The cookbooks are here!


They are $15 each and we have been very happy with the responses and with the sales so far.  Stop in any time at the Parish Center and get your copies.  

















St. Henry Sacrificial Giving





Weekly budget is $675.00





Sunday Adult	$    782.00


Plate		$    115.00


		$    897.00	+$222.00





 











Church cleaning at St. Henry – Nancy Stauff & Barb Weinandt are scheduled to have the church cleaned by Sunday, January 16, 2011.





St. Mary’s Sacrificial Giving





Weekly Budget      $ 3,500.00


Holy Day	$    806.75





Sunday Adult	$ 4,272.24 


Plate		$    195.62 


Youth		$        8.00    


		$ 4,475.86	+$975.86











Capital Campaign


Cash & Commitments	$ 623,106.89


Cash this week		$     7,665.00


Cash to date		$ 495,362.61





Present balance on the building:


December 21, 2010	$739,704.38





Thank you for your continued generosity!








Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry


165 N Waterville Ave


Le Center MN  56057


Phone - 507-357-6633


Phone/Fax - 507-357-4838





Parish Website: www.stmarysthenry.org





Parish Staff


Fr. Christopher Shofner - Pastor


Jo Sowieja - Pastoral Minister


Colleen Budin – Faith Formation


Judy La Framboise - Office Manager


Bill Collins Jr. - Maintenance


Terri McMillen - Music Ministry





Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Friday


Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted by the end of the work day on Wednesday. 





Sacramental Information


Baptism - offered once each month (except during Lent).  Contact Jo for baptism in English; contact Fr. Chris for baptism in Spanish


Marriage - contact Fr. Chris or Jo at least 6 months in advance.  All couples must complete a weekend retreat as well as marriage preparation classes with either Fr. Chris or Jo.  


Confirmation - youth are prepared in grades 8, 9 & 10.  For adult confirmation - contact Jo.


Anointing of the Sick - communal anointing for the Parish once each year in the spring.  For private anointing, contact Fr. Chris


Communion calls for ill or homebound - please contact Jo


R.C.I.A. - classes form in September and January.  Contact Jo


Adult Education - contact Fr. Chris or Jo


For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Judy.











The Baptism of 


Our Lord


January 9, 2011





Mass Schedule





Saturday      4:30 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday      	8:00 AM (St. Henry)


10:00 AM (St. Mary)


     		12:00 PM (St. Mary,Spanish)


Monday         9:00 AM Prayer Service


Tuesday        5:00 PM Mass


Wednesday   9:00 AM Mass


Thursday       9:00 AM Mass


Friday      	9:00 AM Mass





Reconciliation


Saturday	3:45 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday	7:30 AM (St. Henry)


Adoration


Opening	9:00 AM Tuesday


Closing	8:55 AM Thursday























Announcements for Communities/Organizations in the Area





Worldwide Marriage Encounter – “Laugh your way to a better marriage” – presents a one-day video seminar at Pax Christi in Eden Prairie MN on January 29th, 2011 from 9:00 to 4:00.  This is an entertaining and informative marriage event designed to bring hope and positive change to marriages.  This Seminar appeals widely to husbands, even those who may typically resist marriage ministry!  For more information or to register call 866-525-2844.  





Natural Family Planning Classes – which is based on comprehensive scientific research and is healthy and marriage building!  If you are looking to enhance your married life, a series of classes taught by a qualified instructor will begin on Friday, January 28th, 2011 at St. Wenceslaus Church, New Prague.  To register or for more information please call the Couple to Couple League at 612-721-3791





St. John the Baptist Catholic Church in Mankato – annual Colletti Spaghetti Supper will be held today, January 9th from 4 – 7:00 p.m. at the church located at 632 S Broad Street in Mankato.  Food, music and fellowship.  Free- will donation.  Funds raised will go half to San Lucas to help resettle those displaced by Hurricane Agatha mudslides and half will help defray the costs of the January Mission Trip.  





Office of Marriage, Family & Life for the Archdiocese – is offering “A Faithful Spouse” which is a monthly spiritual offering for those persons who morally committed to their Christian marriage and who desire to remain faithful to their marriage vows.  Each gathering will incorporate an opportunity for spiritual and human growth.  To learn more, please plan to attend this initial support group meeting on Thursday, January 13, 2011 from 7-8:30 p.m.  Please contact the office at 651-291-4488 for more details or to register.  





Youth For Christ Offering – The Calling of a Knight – a father and son event on Saturday January 22, 2011 at the Country Inn & Suites, 1900 Premier Drive, Mankato, MN from 5 – 8 pm.  Cost is $50 per person which includes dinner and the evening’s events with special guests Caleb & Will Chapman, sons of Steven Curtis Chapman.  Check the bulletin boards for registration sheets.  





Have you moved recently?  Have you changed your phone number? Please remember to inform your parish when you make these changes – we really want to know how to find you if you need us!!  











Pastoral Ministry





Home Communion calls will be back on the Tuesday schedule with Patty taking care of things this week.  Please call if you have not been able to attend Mass if even for a week.  Diane will be visiting Country Neighbors.





Next weekend, January 15 & 16 will be Sign-up Weekend.  Tables with sign-up sheets for all volunteer ministries in the parishes as well as parish registration forms will be available for anyone who is interested in becoming involved as a new parishioner or as a new volunteer for everything from Gift Bearing and Greeter/Ushers (two areas in most need) to Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, or any other ministries you happen to have your eye on!  There will be short descriptions of the ministries along with sign-up sheets requesting some basic necessary information such as which Mass, how often, what time of year is your choice to serve along with the necessities of your name and phone number.  With the number of members we have and only two Masses at one parish and one Mass at the other there should be no challenge with having Gift Bearers for each and every Mass.  In many parishes it is the expectation that your name will automatically be placed for the duty of Gift Bearing and it is your responsibility to be there for that assigned time or find a replacement for yourself.  We are however, hoping that you will take advantage of giving us the information as to which Mass time you would choose and how often with not only Gift Bearing but any of the volunteer ministries.  Please take advantage of this offering.  If you are aware of anyone who is attending Mass with us regularly but are not registered members, please encourage that they do submit a registration.  No, we do not present you with an “expectation” as far as donations are concerned (as several surrounding parishes do) and we do not force anyone to donate to the building fund.  We love to have everyone involved as much as each person chooses but we are not among those who give expectations or demands, though we will still invite you to be involved.  





You can do something no one else can do in a fashion no one else can do it.  Exploring and extracting your uniqueness excites you, honors God, and expands his kingdom.  So make a careful exploration of who you are and the work you have been given and then sink yourself into that.  Discover and deploy your knacks.  When you do the most what you do the best, you put a smile on God’s face.  





Jo Sowieja, Pastoral Minister


joso@frontiernet.net




















We extend our prayers and sympathy to:





Mary Hunt on the loss of her brother


Sheila Schoenbauer on the loss of her grandmother


Family & friends of Gayle Krenik





May each of those lost rest in peace and may all who mourn their loss be comforted.  





Next Sunday’s Readings


Isaiah 49:3, 5-6


1 Corinthians 1:1-3


John 1:29-34











Greeter/Ushers for January/February





4:30 p.m. Mass – Gene Holicky, Dick Bradshaw, 


Pat Holey, Milo Holey (Dick, Pat and Milo do basically every month)





10:00 a.m. Mass – Wayne Schloesser, Kevin Gibbs, Karen Gibbs, (Volunteer)





There needs to be four Greeter/Ushers at each Mass time.  Please call the Parish Center – 357-4838 if you can be of assistance.  














Banns of Marriage:  























CCW Announcements


CCW Board meeting will be meeting on Tuesday, January 18th, 2011, at 5:30 p.m. 


Upcoming Events


Southwest Deanery Board Meeting – Tuesday, February 8th, 2011, at 6:30 p.m. at Our Lady of the Prairie, Belle Plaine


Southwest Deanery Spiritual Day – Saturday, March 26th from 8 am – 1 pm at Most Holy Redeemer, Montgomery











