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Pastor’s Corner








High School Lock-In


This event will be held on Saturday, February 19th from 8:30 p.m. (doors will be locked at 9:30 p.m.) until Sunday, February 20th at 6:30 a.m.�Students in Grades 9-12 are invited to attend and should have received information and permission slips in the mail this past week.  If you did not receive this information, stop by the office and pick it up.  Our theme for the evening will be "Social Networking."  We will be offering talks, games and food throughout the night, even a midnight Mass!  And it's all free!  The night promises to be lots of fun!  Deadline to turn in permission slips is Friday, February 11.  If you are an adult and would like to chaperone the evening or help out in any way, give us a call at the Parish Office.  � � �











Please recall that Father Chris has been on vacation this past week and will be returning to the Office as of Wednesday, February 2nd.  



































Mass Schedule


Mon. 31st 	No Mass or Prayer Service


Tues.1st 	9:00 a.m. opening of adoration


		1 p.m. Mission Sewing


		No 5:00 p.m. Mass


Wed.2nd 	9:00 a.m. Mass – living/deceased of the


				Ron Osborne Family


		10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible study


		5:15 & 6:45 p.m. Faith Formation classes


		6:45 p.m. Youth Group


Thurs.3rd 	8:55 a.m. Closing of Adoration


9:00 a.m. Mass – Richard & Eugene Krenik++


7:30 p.m. KC Meeting


Fri. 4th 		First Friday


		8:30 a.m. Reconciliation	


9:00 a.m. Mass–John Krenik+


Home Communion calls after Mass	


Sat.  5th 	3:45 p.m. Reconciliation – St. Mary


		4:30 p.m. Mass for living/deceased of the


			Bob &  Lorraine Blaschko Family


Lectors		Maureen Blaschko, Kathy Schloesser


Euch. Min.	Milo Holey, Sue Leary


Server		Megan Traxler, Mary Traxler


Gift Bearers	Blaschko Family





Sun. 6th 	7:30 a.m. Reconciliation – St. Henry


		8:00 a.m. Mass for Tony & Monica Traxler++


Lectors		Elaine Willette, Steve Widmer


Euch. Min.	Sharon Riebel


Server		Josh Holicky, Jeremy Beer


		10:00 a.m. Mass for the Parish


Lectors		Brian Hoffman, Lillian Hoffman


Euch. Min.	Bea Budin-Grof, Bev Steffen,


 		Norm Schmidt, Darian Hunt


Servers		Megan Steffen, Maddie Chadderdon, 


		Allie Hertaus


Gift Bearers	Aaron & Jenny Blaschko Family


		12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish








































































































2010 Tax Receipts from St. Mary’s





If you wish to have a receipt as far as your contributions for tax filing, these are ready at the Parish Office.  Please stop at your convenience and pick up your copy if you need it.  We hope to save on the expense of mailing.  





If Office hours are not compatible with your time schedule, please contact us and we can try to make arrangements.  These statements are for both regular contributions and for the building fund.  Thanks for your cooperation!














Faith Formation





Needed!  A 5th Grade, late session teacher!  I’ve had some generous people filling in.  This is a great class of kids that would enjoy a consistent schedule.   Please contact Colleen if you’re interested for the remainder of the year – even every other week!





Grade 9 will have their Confirmation Retreat here at St. Mary’s on Sunday, March 27th beginning with 10am Mass.  An enthusiastic team from the St. Thomas More Newman Center at MSU is coming to present with a focus on the Gifts of the Holy Spirit.  





Grade 2 families are invited and encouraged to be Gift Bearers at a Mass between now and First Communion ~ May 1st – a few have already done so!  Please pray for these children as they approach two significant steps in their faith – the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Communion.  





Most classes have begun Unit 5 Morality.  They’ll also be completing their Archdiocesan Protection of Children and Youth Initiative Curriculum (PCYI) which is age appropriate information on Safety, Abuse Prevention, and Self-worth.  Please contact Colleen if you have any questions or would like to review the materials used. 





Within this unit on Morality, several grades will have a “Movie Night” utilizing some Christian dramas and videos of speakers.  This also helps break up the long string of classes this winter. 





Peter encouraged ~ “But have reverence for Christ in your hearts, and honor him as Lord.  Be ready at all times to answer anyone who asks you to explain the hope you have in you, but do it with gentleness and respect.” 1 Peter 3: 15-16





Colleen Budin


� HYPERLINK "mailto:colleenb@frontier.com" �colleenb@frontier.com�











St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team


 


March for Life 2011: The sun shone brightly, the late morning air of January 22nd was cold and crisp and the walkers were likeminded in their determination to march to the MN State Capitol to protest the Roe v Wade law that made abortion legal in MN and throughout the country. Over 550,000 babies in MN have died as a result of this ruling 38 years ago. �Elaine Willette, Joyce Traxler and Madonna Russo from St. Mary/St. Henry drove to St. Anne’s in Le Sueur and joined a bus filled with Mankato area pro-lifers. We arrived in St. Paul in time to attend a ”Prayer Service for Life” at the Cathedral. Sharon O’Connell Wilson, Respect Life Coordinator of the Office of Marriage, Family and Life, welcomed a capacity crowd and Archbishop Nienstedt gave the homily. The collection went to the Archdiocesan Life Fund, an outreach to help women carry their unborn babies or care for their newborn babies with dignity. �After the prayer service ended, we walked about a mile to the MN State Capitol where everyone joined together for the MCCL Program on the Capitol steps. We were greeted by MN pro life Senators and Representatives including Senator Al DeKruif and Rep. Glenn Gruenhagen both from our Second District. In their brief remarks US Congressmen John Kline (Second District), Erik Paulsen, Chip Cravaack, and Congresswoman Michele Bachmann reiterated their commitment to voting for pro-life legislation. �Those of us in St. Paul walked in solidarity with thousands who marched for life in Washington, D.C., San Francisco, Canada, and even Paris.  The three of us didn’t consider the frigid temps last Saturday.  We walked because we believe in the sanctity of life.  The March for Life allowed us one small but concrete way to undo an unjust law…to put our faith into action.  Won’t you consider joining us next year? �





St. Henry Men’s Club will meet on Monday, January 31st at 7:00 p.m. at the St. Henry Hall.  

















St. Henry Sacrificial Giving





Weekly budget is $675.00





Sunday Adult	$    610.00


Plate		$      59.00


		$    669.00	-$6.00





 











Church cleaning at St. Henry – Crit Hoey & Linda Norris are scheduled to have the church cleaned by Sunday, February 6, 2011.





St. Mary’s Sacrificial Giving





Weekly Budget      $ 3,500.00





Sunday Adult	$ 2,603.88


Plate		$    106.00


Youth		$        5.00    


		$ 2,714.88	-$785.12











Capital Campaign


Cash & Commitments	$ 626,445.28


Cash this week		$     2,583.15


Cash to date		$ 502,169.28





Present balance on the building:


January 19, 2011	$724,981.68





Thank you for your continued generosity!








Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry


165 N Waterville Ave


Le Center MN  56057


Phone - 507-357-6633


Phone/Fax - 507-357-4838





Parish Website: www.stmarysthenry.org





Parish Staff


Fr. Christopher Shofner - Pastor


Jo Sowieja - Pastoral Minister


Colleen Budin – Faith Formation


Judy La Framboise - Office Manager


Bill Collins Jr. - Maintenance


Terri McMillen - Music Ministry





Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Friday


Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted by the end of the work day on Wednesday. 





Sacramental Information


Baptism - offered once each month (except during Lent).  Contact Jo for baptism in English; contact Fr. Chris for baptism in Spanish


Marriage - contact Fr. Chris or Jo at least 6 months in advance.  All couples must complete a weekend retreat as well as marriage preparation classes with either Fr. Chris or Jo.  


Confirmation - youth are prepared in grades 8, 9 & 10.  For adult confirmation - contact Jo.


Anointing of the Sick - communal anointing for the Parish once each year in the spring.  For private anointing, contact Fr. Chris


Communion calls for ill or homebound - please contact Jo


R.C.I.A. - classes form in September and January.  Contact Jo


Adult Education - contact Fr. Chris or Jo


For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Judy.











The Fourth Sunday


in Ordinary Time 





January 30, 2011





Mass Schedule





Saturday      4:30 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday      	8:00 AM (St. Henry)


10:00 AM (St. Mary)


     		12:00 PM (St. Mary,Spanish)


Monday         9:00 AM Prayer Service


Tuesday        5:00 PM Mass


Wednesday   9:00 AM Mass


Thursday       9:00 AM Mass


Friday      	9:00 AM Mass





Reconciliation


Saturday	3:45 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday	7:30 AM (St. Henry)


Adoration


Opening	9:00 AM Tuesday


Closing	8:55 AM Thursday























Announcements for Communities/Organizations in the Area





The Le Center Food Shelf – is looking for volunteers on Mondays from 1 – 3 p.m. and Wednesday evenings from 6 – 8 p.m.  If you are interested in volunteering please give Sharon Traxler 357-4262 or Terri McMillen 507-420-5877 a call.  


Lions Club Pork Chop Dinner – will be served Saturday, February 5 from 5 – 8 pm at the American Legion Club in Le Center.  Cost will be $10.00 per person - $5.00 for Kids meal available with the purchase of an adult Pork Chop Dinner (kids meal will be chicken strips and French fries).  Pork Chops prepared by Colonel Wayne.  In town deliveries call 357-4787.  


A Sweetheart Dinner for the Entire Family – Spaghetti Dinner sponsored by the Le Center Ambulance – will be served Friday, February 11th, from 4:30 – 7:30 p.m. at St. Mary Social Hall in Le Center.  Pre-sale Adult tickets (ages 10 years and older) will be $7.00.  $8.00 at the door.  Youth ages 5 – 9 $4.00 and under age 4 years are free.  Serving Spaghetti with lettuce salad, garlic toast, beverage and dessert.  Tickets can be purchased at the Le Center Leader Office, C Store, Radermacher’s, 1st National Bank, 1st State Bank or any Ambulance member.  Take outs and in town delivery available by calling 507-420-5877 or 612-756-0884.  Entertainment throughout the evening provided by St. Peter “Just for Kix”.  Proceeds will help renovate the newly purchased Ambulance Building.  


Church of Nativity in Cleveland – Confirmation students are holding a breakfast on Sunday, February 6th from  9:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall.  Serving pancakes, sausages, eggs, donuts and beverages.  Cost will be $5.00 for adults and $3.00 for K-6th grade students.  There is a $20.00 family maximum charge.  All proceeds will go to Kids Against Hunger. 


St. Canice Catholic Church in Kilkenny – will have their Sweetheart Breakfast on Sunday February 13, at the Church Hall serving from 8:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.  Pancakes, sausages and eggs will be served – Adults $7.00; 6-12 years $3.00 and 0-5 years are free.  Sponsored by parish members.  


2010 AARP Free Tax Help – for people with low income or older adults.  Joan & LeRoy May, John Wilson and Bob Bartle (all from Le Sueur) are volunteers through the AARP Tax Aide Program which is sponsored by the Internal Revenue Service and AARP.   They are available to prepare and e-file your 2010 tax returns on Monday, March 7, 2011 at St. Mary’s Church in Le Center from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.  Bring your tax records and forms.  Also, bring your 2009 tax return.  These tax returns must be simple – no businesses or farm taxes.  Volunteers are NOT liable for errors.  Appointments must be made to have your tax returns completed.  Please call St. Mary’s Church Office at 507-357-4838 to make your appointment.  


Educational/Support Group for Separated or Divorced at St. Wenceslaus in New Prague – schedule of topics and meeting dates are listed on the bulletin boards at all church entrances.


Cathedral of St. Paul Young Adults – Theology on Tap – annual series – will be hosted at Gabe’s Roadhouse – 991 N. Lexington Pkwy in St. Paul.  Meeting dates and topics are listed on the bulletin boards at all church entrances.  








Pastoral Ministry





I had the opportunity to do home Communion calls this past week and what fun it is to touch base with our home bound.  We are always in need of people who will take this ministry on.  At present we are in need of someone to help with Country Neighbors in the occasional absence of some of the regular Eucharistic Ministers.  The group at Country Neighbors enjoys prayers & rosary along with Communion.  Let me know if you would be willing to assist in this ministry.





The February calendar is included in the Bulletin today.  As stated above, note the need for help at Country Neighbors the end of the month.  





Sunday, February 13th is a busy day.  That will be Baptism Sunday along with the Cancer Home Brunch.  It will also be the final Baptism Sunday until after Lent which begins Wednesday, March 9th.  If you wish to have your child baptized February 13th you need to contact Fr. Chris for baptism in Spanish or Jo for baptism in English.  The parents and godparents will need to meet with either Father or myself at a time convenient for all before the baptism.  Baptism will be offered next on May 15th.  





Wouldn’t it be great if love were like a cafeteria line?  It would easier.  It would be neater.  It would be painless and peaceful.  But you know what?  It wouldn’t be love.  Love doesn’t accept just a few things.  Love is willing to accept all things.





Jo Sowieja, Pastoral Minister


joso@frontiernet.net




















Next Sunday’s Readings


Isaiah 58: 7-10


1 Corinthians 2: 1-5


Matthew 5:13-16























Banns of Marriage:  























CCW Announcements


Upcoming Events


Southwest Deanery Board Meeting – Tuesday, February 8th, 2011, at 6:30 p.m. at Our Lady of the Prairie, Belle Plaine


St. Mary’s CCW Cancer Home Brunch will be held on Sunday, February 13th from 8:30 – 12:00 p.m. at St. Mary’s Social Hall.  The proceeds go to the Cancer Home in St. Paul for the care of cancer patients in the final stages of cancer.  The Cancer Home relies solely on donations so we are hoping for a wonderful turnout.  A Quilt raffle is also being offered - $1 a chance or 6 for $5.  


Central MN Respect Life Talk on Sunday, March 20th at Divine Mercy Catholic Church in Faribault at 7:00 p.m.  Archbishop John Nienstedt and Bishop John Quinn will speak on “The Sacredness of Human Life from Beginning to End”. 


Southwest Deanery Spiritual Day – Saturday, March 26th from 8 am – 1 pm at Most Holy Redeemer, Montgomery.  The day will begin with rolls and coffee at 7:45 a.m.  There will be Stations of the Cross, Holy Mass, silent auction and more.  Look for the flyers on the bulletin boards.


April Open Meeting of SWD – Tuesday, April 26th at St. Mary’s Church in Le Center at 6:30 p.m.  Our featured speaker will be Ann Zemke, a Blaine quilt shop owner and author, who uses her own handmade quilt blocks to tell the story of her grandmother who was an orphan train rider in the early 1900’s. A light supper is also included and this event is open to all CCW members.


ACCW Convention – Thursday, May 11th at Risen Savior in Burnsville. 














