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Pastor’s Corner





Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 





We have now begun a new year—all the joys and sorrows of 2010 are past.  We begin anew.  Many people have the custom of making New Year’s resolutions—lose weight, exercise more, be happier.  All are worthy goals.  But I encourage you, in addition to your regular New Year’s resolutions, to do something more spiritual to help you to grow closer to God.  Whether it’s developing a greater discipline of prayer, attending a daily Mass once a week in addition to Sunday Mass, or volunteering at the parish, all can only serve to help you grow in virtue and grace.  





As busy as life can get at times, I want to take this year to do more spiritual reading.  It’s something I don’t always get the chance to do, and yet it’s so worthwhile when I do get the chance.  Before I entered seminary to study for the priesthood, I only did occasional spiritual reading.  I had a small library of spiritual books, though I mostly left them sitting on the shelf rather than read them.  When I entered seminary, I was introduced to a vast variety of spiritual classics, and I read a lot.  In this New Year, I want to reread some of those classics and read some others for the first time.  





One of the books I’m excited to start is Life of Christ by Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen.  It’s the story of Jesus retold by Sheen in remarkably beautiful language.  I’ve read small bits here and there, but never the entire book.  





If you don’t choose any other spiritual resolution for the New Year, I invite you to join me in discovering the wealth of spiritual wisdom and enlightenment that is available to us in the spiritual classics.  Here is a short list of books I want to read this year:


Life of Christ by Fulton J. Sheen


Abandonment to Divine Providence by Jean-Pierre de Caussade


Confessions by St. Augustine


Introduction to the Devout Life by St. Francis de Sales


The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a Kempis


The Way of Perfection by St. Teresa of Avila


The Practice of the Love of Jesus Christ by St. Alphonsus Liguori














Mass Schedule


Mon. 3rd 	No Mass or Prayer Service


Tues.4th 	9:00 a.m. opening of adoration


		1 p.m. Mission Sewing


		5:00 p.m. Mass – Don Woelfel+


Wed.5th 	9:00 a.m. Mass  - Mary O’Malley+


		10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible study


		5:15 & 6:45 p.m. Faith Formation classes


		6:45 p.m. Youth Group


Thurs.6th 	8:55 a.m. Closing of Adoration


9:00 a.m. Mass – Sally Michaels+


7:30 p.m. KC meeting


Fri. 7th  		First Friday


		8:30 a.m. Reconciliation


9:00 a.m. Mass – John Krenik+


		Home Communion calls after Mass


Sat.  8th 	3:45 p.m. Reconciliation – St. Mary


		4:30 p.m. Mass for Jillian Weiers+


Lectors		Bette Traxler, Norb Krenik


Euch. Min.	Kathy Schloesser, Judy La Framboise


Server		MacKenze Macho


Gift Bearers	Family of Jillian Weiers





Sun. 9th 	7:30 a.m. Reconciliation – St. Henry


		8:00 a.m. Mass for Bernard Widmer+


Lectors		Dianne Traxler, Earle Traxler


Euch. Min.	Cindy Widmer


Server		Karla Holicky, Jeremy Beer





		10:00 a.m. Mass for the Parish


Lectors		Cami O’Meara, Sharon Budin


Euch. Min.	Norm Schmidt, Ann McCabe,


		Francis Meyer, Darian Hunt


Servers		Joe Budin, Erin Budin, Thomas Budin


Gift Bearers	Volunteers





		12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish





































































































This is just a sampling of the many classics to be discovered, but I hope this can be a good start.  Some of these can be found in their entirety on the Internet, and all can be found in bookstores or libraries.  





In this New Year, may God send us the blessings of good health, love and faith.  And should we experience tragedy or disappointment in the New Year, may God’s consolation and the knowledge of His presence be ours. During this New Year, let us pray more for one another, work harder to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ, and rejoice in ever greater ways in the goodness of our God.  





God bless,


Fr. Chris Shofner


� HYPERLINK "mailto:fr.chris@hotmail.com" ��fr.chris@hotmail.com�














New altar servers: Remember that this week is our third and final practice before being put on the schedule to serve at Sunday Masses.  Practices will take place on Tuesday, January 4 and Wednesday, January 5, from 3:15-4:30 p.m.  Please come to the practice that you were scheduled for.








Faith Formation





Children in grades K-6 will receive their “Keep Christ in Christmas” posters at class on January 5th.  Families may also pick up those posters and prizes anytime at the Parish Offices.  





Needed – one Teacher for 4th Grade – Early Session (5:15 - 6:45 p.m.)for January thru April.  Please contact Colleen if you’d consider spending some Wednesday evenings growing your Faith with these great kids!





Happy New Year to all – and may God strengthen and bless our efforts to walk with Him!





“The Lord bless you and keep you! The Lord let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you!  The Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace!”  Numbers 6:24-26





Colleen Budin


� HYPERLINK "mailto:colleenb@frontier.com" �colleenb@frontier.com�











St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team





Dear Faithful Followers of Christ,





On January 1 we celebrated the feast known as the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God, which lends joy and happiness to the various expressions of praise offered to our Lady on the birth of her Divine Son.  It also deepens our understanding of many Marian prayers, beginning with the Hail Mary, which asks, “Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners.”  The Church sets aside this day to unite our prayers with the prayers of Mary as we pray intensely for peace and for those values inextricably united with it—liberty, the dignity of life, and the sacredness of life from conception to natural death.  Pray that we may realize that it is impossible to invoke peace while disrespecting these core values. [Parts taken from Women for Faith and Family] 





During these first days of 2011, let us approach Mary, the Mother of God, with confidence and devotion, asking her to help us faithfully imitate her Son.  We should never fail to call on her intercession in all our needs.





Please consider acting on your pro-life resolve by joining our parish pro-life team.  For more information, call 507-357-4662 or 507-838-2944.


 











We thought we had announced this but we still have people coming in stating that they didn’t know that…


The cook books are here!


They are $15 each and we have been very happy with the responses and with the sales so far.  Stop in any time at the Parish Center and get your copies.  We may have them available on “Sign Up Weekend” as well, January 15 & 16.  





On behalf of myself and the staff of St. Mary’s and St. Henry, thank you for all the wonderful Christmas cards and gifts.  It is greatly appreciated!  




















St. Henry Sacrificial Giving





Weekly budget is $675.00


Christmas Adult $1,190.00


Sunday Adult	$    618.00


Plate		$    294.25


		$ 2,102.25	+$1,427.25





$84.00 was received from First State Bank open house.  








Church cleaning at St. Henry – Sharon Riebel & Carol Holicky are scheduled to have the church cleaned by Sunday, January 9, 2011





St. Mary’s Sacrificial Giving





Weekly Budget      $ 3,500.00


Christmas Adult $ 6,425.55


Sunday Adult	$ 3,156.14 


Plate		$    773.36 


Youth		$      14.00    


		$10,369.05	+$6,869.06











Capital Campaign


Cash & Commitments	$ 619,481.89


Cash this week		$   13,420.38


Cash to date		$ 487,697.61





Present balance on the building:


December 21, 2010	$739,704.38





Thank you for your continued generosity!








Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry


165 N Waterville Ave


Le Center MN  56057


Phone - 507-357-6633


Phone/Fax - 507-357-4838





Parish Website: www.stmarysthenry.org





Parish Staff


Fr. Christopher Shofner - Pastor


Jo Sowieja - Pastoral Minister


Colleen Budin – Faith Formation


Judy La Framboise - Office Manager


Bill Collins Jr. - Maintenance


Terri McMillen - Music Ministry





Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Friday


Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted by the end of the work day on Wednesday. 





Sacramental Information


Baptism - offered once each month (except during Lent).  Contact Jo for baptism in English; contact Fr. Chris for baptism in Spanish


Marriage - contact Fr. Chris or Jo at least 6 months in advance.  All couples must complete a weekend retreat as well as marriage preparation classes with either Fr. Chris or Jo.  


Confirmation - youth are prepared in grades 8, 9 & 10.  For adult confirmation - contact Jo.


Anointing of the Sick - communal anointing for the Parish once each year in the spring.  For private anointing, contact Fr. Chris


Communion calls for ill or homebound - please contact Jo


R.C.I.A. - classes form in September and January.  Contact Jo


Adult Education - contact Fr. Chris or Jo


For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Judy.











Feast of Epiphany





January 2, 2011





Mass Schedule





Saturday      4:30 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday      	8:00 AM (St. Henry)


10:00 AM (St. Mary)


     		12:00 PM (St. Mary,Spanish)


Monday         9:00 AM Prayer Service


Tuesday        5:00 PM Mass


Wednesday   9:00 AM Mass


Thursday       9:00 AM Mass


Friday      	9:00 AM Mass





Reconciliation


Saturday	3:45 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday	7:30 AM (St. Henry)


Adoration


Opening	9:00 AM Tuesday


Closing	8:55 AM Thursday























Announcements for Communities/Organizations in the Area





Worldwide Marriage Encounter – “Laugh your way to a better marriage” – presents a one-day video seminar at Pax Christi in Eden Prairie MN on January 29th, 2011 from 9:00 to 4:00.  This is an entertaining and informative marriage event designed to bring hope and positive change to marriages.  This Seminar appeals widely to husbands, even those who may typically resist marriage ministry!  For more information or to register call 866-525-2844.  


Natural Family Planning Classes – which is based on comprehensive scientific research and is healthy and marriage building!  If you are looking to enhance your married life, a series of classes taught by a qualified instructor will begin on Friday, January 28th, 2011 at St. Wenceslaus Church, New Prague.  To register or for more information please call the Couple to Couple League at 612-721-3791


First Monday Meal @ United Methodist – on Monday, January 3rd at 6:00 p.m.  Come share food and fellowship – everyone in the community is invited.  United Methodist Church 87 N. Cordova Ave, Le Center.  


We’re back into “normal” whatever that is – Mission Sewing will begin again on Tuesday, January 4th from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.  Always need for helpful hands!  Lots of visiting and laughing – come and enjoy!  Likewise, Women’s Bible study will be back on track as of Wednesday, January 5th at 10:00 a.m.  Both events take place in the Mission Room in the Parish Center.  


Adoration Notice – We would like another adorer at 1:00 p.m. each Wednesday.  As a reminder to all adoration people: Please try to find your own substitute if you can’t make your Holy Hour or call your hourly coordinator or call Gloria at 357-6939 or Joyce at 357-4410.  Thank you all – the program cannot go on without you!  May God bless us all in 2011! 


Have you moved recently?  Have you changed your phone number? Please remember to inform your parish when you make these changes – we really want to know how to find you if you need us!!  











Pastoral Ministry








This coming Friday January 7th is First Friday and Father will be taking home Communion calls after Mass that day.  Please call if you have not been able to attend Mass and would like to have Father bring you Communion. 





The January calendar is included with your bulletin today.  Please note that we have scheduled what we are calling “Registration Sunday” for January 15th & 16th.  Perhaps a better name would be “Sign Up Sunday” because we intend to have available the lists for many of our Volunteer ministries in the Parish as well as having the registration forms and information available for those who may wish to become full members of our parishes.  If you have ever considered sharing your talents as far as Lector or Eucharistic Minister; or perhaps you would like to take a month of serving as a Greeter/Usher or Gift Bearing once or twice a year at a specific Mass.  All these positions are in need of new and capable help.  Right now I’m asking for Volunteers who would be willing to help out at either the West entrance or the Gathering Space at St. Mary’s or in the back of the church at St. Henry before and after the Masses the weekend of the 15th and 16th.  I will gladly assist both before and after the 4:30 p.m. Mass on the 15th but we will be having our family Christmas on the 16th and there will need to be others available for the three Masses that day.  If you are willing to help, please call the Parish Office and speak to any of us to offer your services or to ask any questions.  





You will also note on the January calendar that for at least the month of January there will not be the Monday morning prayer service.  This will be to relieve some of you of the temptation of venturing out in ice, snow or freezing temperatures but it will also be to assist Bill with time to do some of the tasks he’s been forced to put aside due to the winter pastime of snow blowing in Minnesota!  We will re-evaluate the end of the month and decide on our process for February at that time.  





Do you ever feel unnoticed? Does your self esteem ever sag?  When it does, remember what you are worth. “You were bought, not with something that ruins like gold or silver but with the precious blood of Christ, who was like a pure and perfect lamb.”  The challenge is to remember that - to meditate on it; to focus on it. To allow His love to change the way you look at YOU!  





Jo Sowieja, Pastoral Minister


joso@frontiernet.net

















St. Mary’s Thrift Store





The Thrift Store is back open and in operation as of Tuesday, January 4th, 2011!  Doing some early spring cleaning?  Bring in your donations anytime during our business hours – 10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday each week.  








Next Sunday’s Readings


Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7


Acts 10:334-38


Matthew 3:13-17











Greeter/Ushers for January/February





4:30 p.m. Mass – Gene Holicky, Dick Bradshaw,





10:00 a.m. Mass – Wayne Schloesser, Kevin Gibbs, 





There needs to be four Greeter/Ushers at each Mass time.  Please call the Parish Center – 357-4838 if you can be of assistance.  














Banns of Marriage:  























CCW Announcements


There will not be a CCW Board meeting during the month of December.  We will resume the regular schedule in January.  Make a note of the date change – we will be meeting on Tuesday, January 18th, 2011, at 5:30 p.m. 


Upcoming Events


Southwest Deanery Board Meeting – Tuesday, February 8th, 2011, at 6:30 p.m. at Our Lady of the Prairie, Belle Plaine


Southwest Deanery Spiritual Day – Saturday, March 26th from 8 am – 1 pm at Most Holy Redeemer, Montgomery











