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Pastor’s Corner





.


Brothers and Sisters in Christ,





As many of you are aware, Jo Sowieja has decided to retire from her work as Pastoral Minister at St. Mary’s and St. Henry.  Jo has been a loyal employee here for over 27 years and has seen several pastors come and go.  Over the years she has contributed her talent, energy and creativity to shape many of the ministries of our parish.  





Most parishioners are probably unaware how involved Jo has been in so many facets of our parish life.  However, if you have attended any of our Masses or celebrated sacraments here, then you likely witnessed the work she has done.  Jo was instrumental in making sure our Sunday and holy day liturgies ran smoothly by coordinating altar ministers and preparing readings and petitions.  She spent time working with countless couples in preparing them for marriage, and later prepared many of those same couples and their chosen godparents for the baptism of their children.  She prepared individuals to receive the Sacraments of Initiation, which she has told me several times was one of the greatest joys of her time here.  She has worked closely with our Knights of Columbus and Council of Catholic Women to coordinate their events and publications.  For many years she coordinated our Religious Education program, and worked closely with our Confirmation students before only recently transferring responsibility to other staff.  Jo has also been indispensable in making sure many of our office’s administrative needs were attended to—preparing the weekly bulletin, ordering supplies and making contact with committee chairs and volunteers.  In recent years since the consolidation of St. Mary’s and St. Henry, she has helped out in various ways with similar tasks at St. Henry.  We are extremely grateful for and appreciative of all the work Jo has offered in her valuable ministry to the people of our parishes.  





Jo’s final day in the parish office will be this Tuesday, January 31.  She has asked not to have a public celebration in her honor, but I’m sure she would welcome any cards, gifts and well-wishes that you might want to send.  We wish her well in her retirement and pray that the coming years will bear as much fruit as in the past.  


�God bless,


Fr. Chris Shofner


� HYPERLINK "mailto:fr.chris@hotmail.com" ��fr.chris@hotmail.com�




















CCW Upcoming Events





The Annual CCW Cancer Home Brunch will take place on Sunday, February 12th here at St. Mary’s.  Watch the bulletin for more information next week but mark your calendars now for the date!  Your support of this very worthwhile home in the Twin Cities is most appreciated and needed.  





The Southwest Deanery Board meeting will be held on Thursday, February 16th at 6:30 p.m. at Most Holy Trinity Parish in Veseli.  If you wish to go you need to RSVP by February 10th.  Please contact any of the local CCW Board members if you wish to attend.  





March 10, 2012 will be the Spiritual Day at St. Patrick’s of Cedar Lake from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Start thinking about this event now & plan to attend!  





Mass Schedule


Mon. 30th 	No Mass


Tues. 31st 	9:00 a.m.  opening of adoration


		1:00 p.m. Mission Sewing


5:00 p.m.  Mass – Mike Hunt+


Wed. 1st 	9:00 a.m. Mass –Irene/Sandy Buesgens++


10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible study 


5:15 & 6:45 p.m. Faith Formation classes


6:45 p.m. Youth Group


Thurs. 2nd 	8:55 a.m. Closing of Adoration


		9:00 a.m. Mass – Tim Connolly+


		7:30 p.m. KC meeting


Fri. 3rd 		First Friday


		8:30 a.m. Reconciliation


9:00 a.m. Mass – living/deceased of the


		Pat Smith Sr. & Lloyd Sandberg Families


		Home Communion calls


	


Sat.  4th 	3:45 p.m. Reconciliation – St. Mary


4:30 p.m. Mass – John P. Boyd+


Lectors		Pat Habinck, Mark Frederick


Euch. Min.	Christy Gibbs, Darcy Schloesser


Servers		Leah Schloesser, Rachel Schloesser


Gift Bearers	Volunteers


Sun. 5th 	7:30 a.m. Reconciliation – St. Henry





8:00 a.m. Mass – Mike Anderson+


Lectors		Jim Selly, Lloyd Stauff


Euch. Min.	Mike Boettcher


Server		Karla Holicky





10:00 a.m. Mass – for the Parish


Lectors		Lillian Hoffman, Brian Hoffman


Euch. Min.	Norm Schmidt, Patti Gruetzmacher,


		Bea Budin-Grof, Bill Hoffman	


Servers		Andrea Grof, Jena Weiers, Josie Weiers


Gift Bearers	Volunteers


Kindergarten Class during Mass


12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish





		


		


	


	













































































Please pray for…





Part of our Christian duty is to pray for each other.  We are including this list of people to pray for.  


Tim Simonette		Roxie Roemhildt


Mary Janovsky 		Dorleen Schmieg


JoAnn Cemensky	Adam Smisek


Matthew Collins		Ken Harkins	


Ryan Holicky		Terry Krenik


Arlene Van Avery	Russ Kopet	


Magdaline Ballman	Ralph Hoey	


Ag Collins		LaVonne Brahs


Bonnie Wieland		Bev Bartelt	


Tony Boyer		Monsignor Jim Habiger


Elva Beer		





All in Central Health Care, Mala Strana, Good Samaritan, Traditions, Villages, Three Links,  Horizon Place, Country Neighbors.


*Some people have requested to not have their name included on this list.  We respect their wishes and ask that you pray for all who are ill.  





Marriage banns:


Eric Michael Krenik &


            Audrey Ann Hoffman











Faith Formation.





Bishop Lee Piche came to speak to all our Faith Formation Students during class on January 25th.   His easy going manner and thorough command of the Bible and language made it easy to listen to him.  Students were well-behaved and asked great questions!  I think it is always valuable to be encouraged in our faith from multiple voices – we are fortunate. 





Our 2nd Grade Students will be receiving their Sacrament of First Reconciliation this Sunday, January 29.  Please join in praying for these students and their families as they receive this wonderful gift of forgiveness Jesus has provided us.   





Our 9th Grade class will have their Sponsor Night experience on Wednesday, February 8th.  If you have been invited as a Personal or Parish Sponsor, please RSVP as soon as possible. 





Since I began this ministry/job of Faith Formation Coordinator, my comrade Jo has been a generous well of knowledge, wisdom and encouragement.  I joked that I wished I could put a ‘zip drive’ in her neck and pull out all of her information.  Since that is not yet possible, I sure hope I asked enough questions!  Enjoy your retirement, friend. 





Paul’s words are fitting ---  “I thank my God for you every time I think of you; and every time I pray for you all, I pray with joy because of the way that you have helped me in the work of the gospel from the very first day until now.  And so I am sure that God, who began this good work in you, will carry it on until it is finished on the Day of Christ Jesus.”   Philippians1:3-6





Colleen Budin   � HYPERLINK "mailto:colleenb@frontier.com" �colleenb@frontier.com�








AARP Free Tax Help – for people with low income or older adults.  Joan and LeRoy May, John Wilson, and Bob Bartle (all from Le Sueur) are volunteers through the AARP Tax Aide Program which is sponsored by the internal Revenue and AARP.  They are available to prepare and e-file your 2011 taxes on Monday, March 5th, 2012 at St. Mary’s Church in Le Center from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.  Bring your tax records and forms.  Also bring your 2010 tax return.  These tax returns must be simple – no business or farm taxes.  Volunteers are NOT liable for errors.  Appointments must be made to have your tax returns completed.  Please call St. Mary’s Parish Office at 507-357-4838 to make your appointment














St. Henry Sacrificial Giving





Weekly budget is $675.00





Sunday Adult	$    633.00


Plate		$      83.00


		$    716.00	+$41.00





	











Church cleaning – Lynn Selly & Jayne Gehrke are scheduled to have the church cleaned by February 12, 2012. 





St. Mary’s Sacrificial Giving





Weekly Budget      $ 3,500.00





Sunday Adult	$ 	1,935.69


Plate		$      	     28.51


Youth		$ 	       3.00       


		$ 	1,967.20	-$1,532.80





*Individual totals for the 2011 tax year are now available at the Parish Center Office.  You are encouraged and welcome to come pick these up.  Those that are not picked up will be mailed as of next Monday, January 30th, 2012.  All tax documents are to be postmarked by January 31st, 2012.  





Third Capital Campaign began July 1, 2011 & runs to June 30, 2014


Cash & Commitments	$ 214,300.12


Cash this week		$        301.45


Cash to date		$ 107,873.12


Pledge cards may still be returned – if you do not have one there are extras located at the church entrances.  153 cards returned to date.


Loan Balance as of 1/26/2012 is         $598,929.91


Thank you & bless you for your continued 


generosity!














Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry


165 N Waterville Ave


Le Center MN  56057


Phone - 507-357-6633


Phone/Fax - 507-357-4838


Parish Website: www.stmarysthenry.org


Parish Staff Office Hours:


Fr. Christopher Shofner – Pastor (Tuesday - Friday)


Jo Sowieja - Pastoral Minister	(Monday, Tuesday, Thursday)


Colleen Budin – Faith Formation 


Judy La Framboise – Secretary/Receptionist 


		(Tuesday a.m., Wednesday, Thursday p.m., Friday a.m.)


Tara Robinson – Accounting	(Tuesday & Thursday)


Bill Collins Jr. – Maintenance	(Monday – Friday)


Terri McMillen - Music Ministry





Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Friday


Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted by the end of the work day on Wednesday. 





Sacramental Information


Baptism - offered once each month (except during Lent).  Contact Jo for baptism in English; contact Fr. Chris for baptism in Spanish


Marriage - contact Fr. Chris or Jo at least 6 months in advance.  All couples must complete a weekend retreat as well as marriage preparation classes with either Fr. Chris or Jo.  


Confirmation - youth are prepared in grades 8, 9 & 10.  For adult confirmation - contact Jo.


Anointing of the Sick - communal anointing for the Parish once each year in the spring.  For private anointing, contact Fr. Chris


Communion calls for ill or homebound - please contact Jo


R.C.I.A. - classes form in September and January.  Contact Jo


Adult Education - contact Fr. Chris or Jo


For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Judy.











Fourth Sunday 


In Ordinary Time





January 29, 2012








Mass Schedule





Saturday      4:30 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday      	8:00 AM (St. Henry)


10:00 AM (St. Mary)


     		12:00 PM (St. Mary,Spanish)


Tuesday        5:00 PM Mass


Wednesday   9:00 AM Mass


Thursday       9:00 AM Mass


Friday      	9:00 AM Mass





Reconciliation


Saturday	3:45 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday	7:30 AM (St. Henry)


Adoration


Opening	9:00 AM Tuesday


Closing	8:55 AM Thursday




















Announcements for Communities/Organizations in the Area 





Counseling Opportunities at Catholic Charities – Catholic Charities has offices in various locations including Faribault and Burnsville for individual, family or couple counseling, they do have Spanish-speaking counseling in designated areas, they accept most health insurance providers for counseling services and if a person does not have insurance they have reduced and sliding fee options, their long-distance counseling intake number is 855-297-9262, they provide services to the separated and divorced and have a full range of adoption and post-adoption services including specialized counseling to individuals and families.  For Counseling Services 651-647-3186, Separated and Divorced – 651-647-3126 and for Adoption Services 651-647-3103.  


8th Annual Speakers Series (2011-12) Owatonna MN – The Call to be Catholic – will continue with presentations for 2012 – February 12, 2012 “Why We Need to Re-Evangelize the Baptized” presented by Raymond de Souza at 3:00 p.m. at St. Joseph’s Church , 512 S. Elm Ave, Owatonna, MN and Sunday March 4, “Defending Marriage in an Age of Confusion” presented by Maggie Gallagher at 3:00 p.m. at Sacred Heart Church  810 S Cedar Ave in Owatonna, MN.  Suggested free will offering of $5 per person.  Contact information – 507-451-1588 or 507-444-0941.  Flyers are posted on the bulletin boards.


Natural Family Planning – classes will be offered on Sunday, February 12, 2012 at St. Nicholas Church, New Market.  To register or for more information, please call Couple to Couple League at 612-721-3791.  


Benefit for Russ Kopet -  will be held today, Sunday, January 29th, 2012 at the Le Center American Legion from 1 – 5 pm.  Benefit events will include silent auction, raffle, music and food.  Silent Auction items can be dropped off with Ron, Rich or Robbie Kopet and must be dropped off by Friday, January 27th.  If you have questions please contact Jaci Kopet at 507-380-1963.  A bank account for the benefit has been established at FNB in Le Center.  


Women’s Retreat at Most Holy Redeemer – this will be offered February 17-19, 2012 at the Franciscan Retreat Center in Prior Lake.  Main theme of the retreat is to discover or rediscover Jesus in our lives, and the importance of women ministering to women.  To register or obtain more information please contact Anne Doyle at 507-364-8906.  


St. Catherine’s Church of Spring Lake – will have a pancake and sausage breakfast on Sunday, February 12, 2012 serving from 9:30a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  $6.00 for adults, $3.00 for kids 5 – 12 years, kids age 4 yrs & younger are free and there is a $17.00 family fee maximum.  


Central Health Care in Le Center – is seeking volunteers to spend time with our residents and assist activities staff.  If you’re interested in volunteering individually or as a group please contact the Activities Department at 507-357-2275 extension 225.


Pre-marriage Seminar for Second Marriages – will be offered through the Catholic Charities Counseling Program in St. Paul on February 25 & 26.  The cost is $135 a couple.  Contact Adaire Lasssonde at 651-647-3126 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:adaire.lassonde@cctwincities.org" �adaire.lassonde@cctwincities.org� for further information and a registration form.  


Relevant Radio – listen on line at � HYPERLINK "http://www.relevantradio.com" �www.relevantradio.com�


Church of the Nativity in Cleveland – will have the Confirmation Breakfast on Sunday February 5, 2012 serving from 9:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. at the Parish Hall.  They will be serving pancakes, sausages, eggs, donuts & beverages; $5 for adults, $3 for ages K – 6th.  $20.00 family maximum.  All proceeds will go to Kids Against Hunger


St. Canice Catholic Church in Kilkenny – will have a pancake breakfast on Sunday, February 12 from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. they will be serving pancakes, sausages, eggs; $7 for adults, $3 for children 6 – 12 years and under age 5 years are free.  


Considering a Vocation to be a Permanent Deacon?  Diaconate Inquiry sessions will be held on Thursday, February 16th from 6:30 – 9:30 p.m. which will be “Your Basic Questions Answered”, Thursdays, February 23 & March 1 from 6:30 – 9:30 p.m. “A Closer Look”; Saturday March 10, 8:00 – 11:30 am “The Next Steps”.  Sessions will be held at the St. Paul Seminary Brady Education Center Room 105.  Wives of married inquirers should attend if possible.  To register for Feb. 16, contact Patty McQuillan at � HYPERLINK "mailto:patty.mcquillan@stthomas.edu" �patty.mcquillan@stthomas.edu� or 651-952-6891 or contact Deacon Joseph Michalak, � HYPERLINK "mailto:jtmichalak@stthomas.edu" �jtmichalak@stthomas.edu�. 


Lenten Women’s Retreat at St. Wenceslaus Church, New Prague – will be held on February 25th, 2012 from 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at the Parish Activities Center, 215 Main Street in New Prague.  Walking our Lenten Journey with Mary will be the theme and Sr. Paula Hagen, O.S.B. will be the retreat director.  This is for women of all ages.  The cost is $25.00 which includes a continental breakfast, lunch, station booklet and retreat materials.  Child care available.  Register by February 20th to Mary Higgins, 215 Main St. E. New Prague, MN 56071.  Registrations sheets available in the rack by the St. Mary’s Parish Office.  


Holy Redeemer Catholic Schools in Montgomery – are offering a PreK & Kindergarten free reptile carnival on February 2, 2012 from 6 – 7:30 p.m. at Most Holy Redeemer School.  They are also sponsoring a Valentine story & craft event on February 4, at 10:00 a.m. at the Montgomery Library.  There is no charge for this event and it is for ages 3 – Grade 2 children.  





Pastoral Minister





Friday will be First Friday.  Father will take care of home Communion calls after Mass on Friday.  Judy will be calling those we are aware of to establish times.  If you have not been able to attend Mass, please call the Parish Center and we will arrange to have Communion brought to you.  





With the Season of Lent approaching we remind all that Baptism will be offered on February 12th however, due to our Season of Lent, the regular Baptism schedule will be on hold after that until April 15, 2012. Lent begins February 22nd and Easter is celebrated on April 8th.  For Baptism in February or after the Lenten Season, you will need to contact Fr. Chris for both Spanish and English preparations. With that in mind, please give him plenty of notice as to your request for baptism. 





It was rather poignant placing the notice of Sister Patrick’s passing in the bulletin last week.  Someplace between her years of teaching me, Father Buckley scaring the daylights out of me, Father Kavanagh being the mentor he was to me and marrying Jay and I, and my family for the example they gave me, I somehow knew that I wanted to be in service to the church.  Working with the Faith Formation Program (which was then called “CCD” then moved to be called “Religious Education”) and then getting the nudge by Father Ray to go back to school at St. Thomas I ended up the last 13 of my 27 years here at St. Mary’s as Pastoral Minister.  I have been blest.  The rewards have far exceeded the challenges.  





Father Chris asked if I wanted a retirement gathering – I said no.  I’ve been a part of several over the years – guess I feel that’s an expense the parish does not need to have right now.  Those who wish me well will do so whether there is a gathering or not – they will pray that Jay and I both can enjoy good health and accomplish at least some of our dreams in our retirement.  Those who do not wish me well wouldn’t show up anyway and would have loud opinions about the expense!  





This is the parish that I was baptized in a few (?) years back.  My only goal was to have done my job well. It has been a privilege to be in service to the parish and you. 





Blessed are those who recognize their God-given responsibilities.  Blessed are those who acknowledge that there is only one God and have quit applying for his position.  Blessed are those who know what on earth they are on earth to do and set themselves about the business of doing it. 





Jo Sowieja














Lighthouse Catholic Media CD of the Week


“Fatima: Living the Message” by Fr. Jason Brooks, LC





Proclaimed by Popes, verified by over 70,000 witnesses, and approved by the Church, Fr. Jason Brooks brings to light why Mary’s messages at Fatima are regarded by many as the most important spiritual event of the past 100 years.  BONUS: Fr. Shannon Collins, retreat master and well-known speaker on EWTN, explains the intended impact and opportunity of the messages of Fatima on the spiritual lives of believers today. 





“The story of Fatima is so relevant for today!” ~ Peggy – Finksburg, MD














 Next Sunday Readings:


Job 7:1-4, 6-7


1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23


Mark 1:29-39

















Banns of Marriage:  














Youth Choir Forming!





If you have a son or daughter in grades 2 – 6 who would be interested in being a member of a youth choir at St. Mary’s please email Terri McMillen at � HYPERLINK "mailto:t.a.mcmillen@hotmail.com" �t.a.mcmillen@hotmail.com� or call her at 507-420-5877.  This group would work on songs for Easter and may sing one or two songs once a month during 10:00 a.m. Mass through late winter into spring.  





Thank You to St. Mary’s Thrift Store 





We are ever grateful to the wonderful Volunteers at the St. Mary’s Thrift Store who, along with all who donate items and those who shop there are responsible for this quarterly donation of:


$2,979.51 to St. Mary’s Parish


$1,000.00 to St. Mary’s CCW 


$500.00 to St. Mary ‘s Calvary Cemetery


Thank you for all your work, donations and patronage that make this all possible.  

















