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Pastor’s Corner





Brothers and Sisters in Christ,





Thank you to everyone who expressed condolences at the recent death of my father.  With the busyness of the last few weeks, I haven’t had time yet to respond to all the cards and letters, but I plan to do so in coming weeks to show my appreciation for all your prayers for me and my family.  When I was home for dad’s funeral, I was able to stay and celebrate Christmas with my family, the first time in seven years!  Thank you for that gift to be with them during the holidays.  I’m sure they would express the same gratitude.  In a few weeks I will be returning to Kentucky during my already-scheduled vacation to work with my family on settling my father’s estate.  Thank you for understanding my need to be there during this time.  





This weekend we celebrate the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, a feast that commemorates Mary’s role in bearing Christ in her womb, giving birth to him, and raising him to adulthood.  This is one of the Church’s holy days of obligation, though due to the fact that this year the feast falls on a Sunday, the obligation holds primarily because of our Sunday obligation. 





Many non-Catholics (and some Catholics!) have a hard time understanding this feast day, primarily because of the title given to Mary as Mother of God.  Many young people have asked me the question: “How can Mary be the mother of God?  Does that mean she existed before God?”  I always try to explain it logically.  Is Mary the mother of Jesus?  Yes.  Do we believe that Jesus is God?  Yes (he’s the Son, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity).  Therefore, Mary is the mother of God.  





Catholic Answers, a well-respected apologetics organization based in San Diego, states it well: “Although Mary is the Mother of God, she is not his mother in the sense that she is older than God or the source of her Son’s divinity, for she is neither. Rather, we say that she is the Mother of God in the sense that she carried in her womb a divine person—Jesus Christ, God ‘in the flesh’…and in the sense that she contributed the genetic matter to the human form God took in Jesus Christ” (for further explanation on this doctrine, see their website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.catholic.com/tracts/mary-mother-of-god" �http://www.catholic.com/tracts/mary-mother-of-god�).  





God thought enough of this lowly virgin to choose her to give birth to the Savior of the world.  We should honor her as well with as much respect and love.  “Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.  Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death.  Amen.”  





God bless,


Fr. Chris Shofner


�HYPERLINK "mailto:fr.chris@hotmail.com"�fr.chris@hotmail.com�




















Mass Schedule


Mon. 2nd 	No Mass


		Parish Center closed


Tues. 3rd 	9:00 a.m.  opening of adoration


		1:00 p.m. Mission Sewing


5:00 p.m. Mass – George & Grace Tiede++


Wed. 4th 	9:00 a.m. Mass – Richard Dorzinsky+


10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible study 


5:15 & 6:45 p.m. Faith Formation classes


6:45 p.m. Youth Group


Thurs. 5th 	8:55 a.m. Closing of Adoration


		9:00 a.m. Mass – Judy Connolly+


		7:30 p.m. KC meeting


Fri. 6th 		First Friday


		8:30 a.m. Reconciliation


9:00 a.m. Mass – Felix & Evelyn Lang++


Home Communion calls


Sat.  7th 	2:00 p.m. Wedding


3:45 p.m. Reconciliation – St. Mary


4:30 p.m. Mass – Darlene Huonder+


Lectors		Maureen Blaschko, Judy La Framboise


Euch. Min.	Milo Holey, Sue Leary


Servers		Mateo Boettcher, Andrea Grof	


Gift Bearers	Huonder Family





Sun. 8th 	7:30 a.m. Reconciliation – St. Henry


8:00 a.m. Mass – Monica Traxler+


Lectors		Patti Germscheid, Ron Germscheid


Euch. Min.	Elaine Willette


Server		Josh Holicky 


KC Breakfast serving from 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 noon


10:00 a.m. Mass – for the Parish


Lectors		Nick Chadderdon, Katrina Christian


Euch. Min.	Angie Christian, Brent Christian,


		Bea Budin-Grof, Francis Meyer		


Servers		Ted Christian, Cassie Christian, 


		Lizzie Christian


Gift Bearers	Volunteers


12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish


	


		


		


	


	













































































Please pray for…





Part of our Christian duty is to pray for each other.  We are including this list of people to pray for.  


Tim Simonette		Roxie Roemhildt


Mary Janovsky 		Dorleen Schmieg


JoAnn Cemensky	Adam Smisek


Matthew Collins		Ken Harkins	


Ryan Holicky		Terry Krenik


Margaret Wondra 	Dave Wolf


Arlene Van Avery	Russ Kopet	


Magdaline Ballman	Ralph Hoey	


Helen Holicky		Ag Collins	


Bonnie Wieland		Bev Bartelt	


LaVonne Brahs		Dorothy Flicek		


Deb Pelovsky 		Arlene Peterson	


Loren Riebel		Tony Boyer


Sister Patrick








All in Central Health Care, Mala Strana, Good Samaritan, Traditions, Villages, Three Links,  Horizon Place, Country Neighbors.


*Some people have requested to not have their name included on this list.  We respect their wishes and ask that you pray for all who are ill.  





Banns of Marriage: 





Katrina Ruth Holicky & 


Jordan Wynn Christianson











Faith Formation.





Faith Formation Classes will resume on Wednesday, January 4th.  





Our 4th session of Kindergarten Sunday will be on January 8th during 10am Mass as they complete the unit on The Church.  





Second Grade families will have a Parent/Student meeting on Wednesday, January 4 at 5:15pm. Please gather in the church.  This mandatory meeting includes information on Reconciliation and First Communion.  





8th and 9th Grade Confirmation Students are reminded to be completing and turning in their Mass Notes.  Six are to be turned in by the end of April 2012.  





As students and their teachers exit the 10am Mass at St. Mary’s for Children’s Liturgy of the Word, please consider praying for this special little group that the Lord is able to speak to them on their level.  Parents, please encourage good behavior of your children during this time as well.  





Students in Grades 4-9 will hear a special speaker, David Rinaldi during their January 11th class time.  For this speaker, it is necessary that week that grades 5 and 6 attend the Early Session.  





We are fortunate to have Bishop Piche coming to speak to our Faith Formation Students during class on January 25th.  





May you always be joyful in your union with the Lord.  I say it again; Rejoice!   Philippians 4:4  








Colleen Budin   � HYPERLINK "mailto:colleenb@frontier.com" �colleenb@frontier.com�








Pro-Life article





What if Mary had had an abortion?  We should ask ourselves what would be different in today’s world.  Perhaps what would be different can be put into two categories:


What would have been:


There would be no Eucharist because the Last Supper would not have happened, when Jesus offered his Body and Blood to us for the first time and commanded that we continue to do so until the end of time.  


There would be no priesthood because Jesus would not have told Peter, “Upon this rock I will build my Church.”


There would be no forgiveness because Jesus would not have been crucified for the remission of sins.


There would be no Christianity because we would not have received Jesus Christ, the object of our faith. 


There would be no Resurrection from the dead.  


What could have been:


Our world could be a dog-eat-dog world because of the lack of Christian values.  





Think about this: Might you have additions to both categories? 


�St. Mary’s-St. Henry Pro-Life Team

















Ushers for January/February, 2012





4:30 p.m. Mass – Gene Holicky, Paul McCabe,


		   Milo Holey, Dick Bradshaw





10:00 a.m. Mass – Wayne Schloesser, Brad


		    O’Keefe, Volunteer, Volunteer





New people are needed for this area of service in our parish as well.  








St. Henry Sacrificial Giving





Weekly budget is $675.00





Sunday Adult	$ 2,192.00


Plate		$    237.00


		$ 2,429.00  	+$1,754.00





	











Church cleaning – Shelly Genelin & Cindy Widmer are scheduled to have the church cleaned by January 15, 2012. 





St. Mary’s Sacrificial Giving





Weekly Budget      $ 3,500.00





Sunday Adult	$ 	8,193.71


Plate		$      	   779.50


Youth		$ 	       4.00       


		$ 	8,977.21	+$5,477.21





Third Capital Campaign began July 1, 2011 & runs to June 30, 2014


Cash & Commitments	$ 201,977.97


Cash this week		$     9,834.00


Cash to date		$    92,523.97


Pledge cards may still be returned – if you do not have one there are extras located at the church entrances.  150 cards returned to date.


Loan Balance as of 12/29/2011         $626,250.95


Thank you & bless you for your continued 


generosity!














Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry


165 N Waterville Ave


Le Center MN  56057


Phone - 507-357-6633


Phone/Fax - 507-357-4838


Parish Website: www.stmarysthenry.org


Parish Staff Office Hours:


Fr. Christopher Shofner – Pastor (Tuesday - Friday)


Jo Sowieja - Pastoral Minister	(Monday, Tuesday, Thursday)


Colleen Budin – Faith Formation (variable schedule for summer)


Judy La Framboise – Secretary/Receptionist 


		(Tuesday a.m., Wednesday, Thursday p.m., Friday a.m.)


Tara Robinson – Accounting	(Tuesday & Thursday)


Bill Collins Jr. – Maintenance	(Monday – Friday)


Terri McMillen - Music Ministry





Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Friday


Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted by the end of the work day on Wednesday. 





Sacramental Information


Baptism - offered once each month (except during Lent).  Contact Jo for baptism in English; contact Fr. Chris for baptism in Spanish


Marriage - contact Fr. Chris or Jo at least 6 months in advance.  All couples must complete a weekend retreat as well as marriage preparation classes with either Fr. Chris or Jo.  


Confirmation - youth are prepared in grades 8, 9 & 10.  For adult confirmation - contact Jo.


Anointing of the Sick - communal anointing for the Parish once each year in the spring.  For private anointing, contact Fr. Chris


Communion calls for ill or homebound - please contact Jo


R.C.I.A. - classes form in September and January.  Contact Jo


Adult Education - contact Fr. Chris or Jo


For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Judy.











Mary, the Holy Mother of God





January 1, 2012








Mass Schedule





Saturday      4:30 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday      	8:00 AM (St. Henry)


10:00 AM (St. Mary)


     		12:00 PM (St. Mary,Spanish)


Tuesday        5:00 PM Mass


Wednesday   9:00 AM Mass


Thursday       9:00 AM Mass


Friday      	9:00 AM Mass





Reconciliation


Saturday	3:45 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday	7:30 AM (St. Henry)


Adoration


Opening	9:00 AM Tuesday


Closing	8:55 AM Thursday




















Announcements for Communities/Organizations in the Area 





Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat – if you are struggling with an abortion experience, experience the healing love of Jesus Christ on a Rachel’s Vineyard weekend retreat on January 6 – 8, 2012 in the Twin Cities area.  For more information or registration contact Nancy at � HYPERLINK "mailto:rvr-nancy@usfamily.net" �rvr-nancy@usfamily.net� or 763-250-9313. Additional information can also be found on the Rachel’s Vineyard website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.rachelsvineyard.org" �www.rachelsvineyard.org�.


Men experience many of the same painful emotions as women after abortion.  But they often mistakenly believe their feelings are unwarranted.  Without an outlet men may feel withdrawn, depressed, or emotionally volatile.  The pain of abortion affects all involved, including men.  We can help.  Contact Project Rachel for confidential individual referrals.  651-291 4515 or email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:respectlife@archspm.org" �respectlife@archspm.org�


Couple to Couple League – will be offering a series of classes, for engaged and married couples, on the Sympto-Thermal Method of Natural Family Planning at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church in Hastings.  This series uses CCLS new streamlined methodology and new materials incorporating Pope John Paul II’s Theology of the Body.  Series begins on Saturday, January 14, 2012 at 9:00 a.m. Registration: � HYPERLINK "http://twincities.ccli.org" �http://twincities.ccli.org� or call 612-721-3791.


Teen Grief Support Group – eight week grief group for teens who have experienced the death of a loved one.  This will be held on Tuesdays, from 6 – 7:30 p.m. January 10 – February 28 at EastRidge Clinic in the Conference Room, 101 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive in Mankato.  No charge but pre-registration is required.  For more information or to register, please call the Hospice office at 507-385-2989 or 1-800-327-3721.  


Who are the Capuchins?  The Capuchin Franciscan friars will be holding a weekend in Milwaukee for men ages 18-45 who are interested in learning about religious life and seeing how Capuchins live as Franciscans in our world and in the Church today.  This will be February 3 – 5, 2012.  If you would like to attend, have questions, or want to recommend someone for the weekend call 313-595-2182 or email the Vocation Office at � HYPERLINK "mailto:vocation@capuchinfranciscans.org" �vocation@capuchinfranciscans.org�.  


Counseling Opportunities at Catholic Charities – Catholic Charities has offices in various locations including Faribault and Burnsville for individual, family or couple counseling, they do have Spanish-speaking counseling in designated areas, they accept most health insurance providers for counseling services and if a person does not have insurance they have reduced and sliding fee options, their long-distance counseling intake number is 855-297-9262, they provide services to the separated and divorced and have a full range of adoption and post-adoption services including specialized counseling to individuals and families.  For Counseling Services 651-647-3186, Separated and Divorced – 651-647-3126 and for Adoption Services 651-647-3103.  


Office of Marriage, Family & Life Office through the Archdiocese – is offering various retreats for Single Parents, Newly Married and a Women’s Lenten Retreat.  Online registration is available at www.archspm.org  then checking the Office of Marriage, Family & Life section.  





Pastoral Minister





This coming Friday is First Friday.  Father Chris will be doing home Communion calls after the Mass that day.  Please contact us if you have not been able to attend Mass and would like to have Father bring you Communion. 





Well, the Altar Ministers schedule is out.  Please check ahead especially to Ash Wednesday and Holy Week to make sure you will be able to fulfill your assignments.  If not, please work on getting coverage now.  





Our apologies for the mix up with the Mass schedule for this past Saturday, December 31.  The time had been changed for Christmas Eve and we failed to change it back for the 31st.  It’s changed now!!!  





Remember – Parish Center is closed the Monday after New Year.  





If only you knew that I came to help and not condemn.  If only you knew that tomorrow will be better than today.  If only you knew the gift I have brought: eternal life.  If only you knew I want you safely home. 


If only you knew.


What wistful words to come from the lips of God.  How kind that he would let us hear them.  How crucial that we pause to hear them.  If only we knew to trust.  Trust that God is in our corner.  Trust that God wants what is best….


If only we could learn to trust him.





Happy New Year!  


Jo Sowieja, Pastoral Minister


joso@frontiernet.net














Lighthouse Catholic Media CD of the Week


“Feminine Genius” by Colleen Carroll Campbell





Building upon Blessed Pope John Paul II’s writings about “the feminine genius,” Colleen Carroll Campbell discusses the uniqueness of the makeup and vocation of women from God.  She uses the lives of several female saints to help women recognize and use their gifts to live out their faith as Christians in the modern world.  Author and columnist Colleen Carroll Campbell hosts EWTN’s Faith and Culture program.  





“Full of insight into the true nature of womanhood…Colleen describes what a truly modern feminist should be like.”  ~ Colleen – Charlotte, NC














 








 Next Sunday Readings:





Isaiah 60:1-6


Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6


Matthew 2: 1-12

















Banns of Marriage:  














We received word that Lonnie Prososki passed away last week in Arizona.  The Memorial Mass and burial will take place in late spring here at St. Mary’s.  We extend our condolences to Edna and his other family & friends.  May he rest in peace.  





 Thank you for all the gifts, cards, company and good thoughts while I was at St. Mary’s over Christmas.  I enjoyed being here, helping out and seeing everyone again.  


			Father Ray

















