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Pastor’s Corner





Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 





How many of us are aware of the lives of the saints?  Surely, we have heard one or two stories over the years, how men, women and children overcame great personal odds to become holy. They accomplished this through prayer, through faith and through perseverance.  But all of them struggled.  


St. Augustine (354-430) was a pagan before his conversion and sought truth in philosophy and science.  He also struggled with impurity.  His mother Monica was instrumental in his conversion because she prayed for him everyday until she died.  Augustine’s writings are now considered among the greatest of spiritual resources in the Church.  


It has been revealed in recent years how Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta (1910-1997), who is well on her way toward sainthood in the Church, struggled for years with a sense of emptiness.  She revealed that for much of her adult life, she struggled to experience God’s presence in her life, even as she was doing God’s work with the poor and outcast in the world.  


Blessed Pier Giorgio (1901-1922) was a young man who was very well-liked by his peers—intelligent, good-looking, athletic.  But he was from a wealthy Italian family who expected him to live a more “upper-class” lifestyle.  He overcame it through his immense generosity and by working with the poor.  He later died at the age of 24 from an illness he had caught from one of the poor that he served.  





These are just three of the thousands of stories of saints that we know.  And yet, we hear these stories and think to ourselves: “That could never be me!”  On one hand, that could be a simple statement of humility, but it can also be a statement of despair.  





The stories of the saints are meant to inspire us to strive to live a similarly holy life.  But if we think that the saints were born perfect, then sainthood for us seems unattainable, because we’re far from perfect.  Why, then, would God call us to be saints if it were impossible?  The simple answer is: Because it’s not impossible!  














Mass Schedule


Mon. 17th 	No Mass or Prayer Service


Tues.18th 	9:00 a.m. opening of adoration


		1 p.m. Mission Sewing


		5:00 p.m. Mass – living/deceased of the CCW


		5:30 p.m. CCW Board meeting


Wed.19th 	9:00 a.m. Mass – Bill Mangan+


		10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible study


		5:15 & 6:45 p.m. Faith Formation classes


		8:15 p.m. Faith Formation Board meeting


Thurs.20th 	8:55 a.m. Closing of Adoration


9:00 a.m. Mass – Felix & Evelyn Lang++


Fri. 21st 	9:00 a.m. Mass–Bob & Dolores Germscheid++


		11:00 a.m. Mass at Central Health Care


		Both Species – All Masses


Sat.  22nd 	3:45 p.m. Reconciliation – St. Mary


		4:30 p.m. Mass for living/deceased of the 


		Lloyd Sandberg & Pat Smith Sr. Families


Lectors		Jean Bradshaw, Don Callisto


Euch. Min.	Christy Gibbs, Beth McCabe, 


		Deb O’Connell, Barb Tiede


Server		Marisa Macho, Jaret Kohnert


Gift Bearers	Family of Sandberg & Smith


Sun. 23rd 	7:30 a.m. Reconciliation – St. Henry


		8:00 a.m. Mass for Mike Anderson+


Lectors		Karl Germscheid, Jim Selly


Euch. Min.	Dianne Traxler, Earle Traxler, Milan Weber


Server		Josh Selly





		10:00 a.m. Mass for the Parish


Lectors		Don Budin, Katrina Christian


Euch. Min.	Brent Christian, Angie Christian,


		Bill Hoffman, Lillian Hoffman, Peg Cooney


Servers		Ted Christian, Cassie Christian, 


		Lizzie Christian


Gift Bearers	Volunteers





		12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish


Father Chris leaves for his vacation.


































































































The stories of the saints show us that very clearly.  The truth is, no saint was born saintly (except for the Virgin Mary who was preserved from sin from the moment of her conception). They had the same human weaknesses and failings that all of us do.  They were all sinners.  In fact, some of their flaws were far greater than ours.  But God can meet anyone wherever they are in their lives and lead them to Heaven, even you and me!  It doesn’t matter what we struggle with. 





There is a big difference between being perfect and being holy.  We are all called to be saints.  Even if we should fall from time to time, let us still strive for holiness everyday.  





God bless,


Fr. Chris Shofner


� HYPERLINK "mailto:fr.chris@hotmail.com" ��fr.chris@hotmail.com�
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Faith Formation





WANTED!  A 5th Grade, late session teacher!  Please contact Colleen if you’re interested or willing for the remainder of the year.  This could be done as a team as well.  





We held two special events this past Wednesday during class time ~ 2nd Grade Parent meeting regarding Reconciliation and First Communion as well as the 9th Grade Confirmation Sponsor Night.  Both were well attended and hopefully a success in the eyes of the Lord! 





Students in Grades 8 & 9 were recently given reminders of their Mass Note tally.  Six completed Mass Notes are required in these two Confirmation preparation years.  Forms are available at entrances of both churches.  





Grade 2 families are invited and encouraged to be Gift Bearers at a Mass between now and First Communion ~ May 1st.   Please pray for these children as they approach two significant steps in their faith – Sacraments of Reconciliation and Communion.  





Children’s Liturgy of the Word is open to all children ages 3 through Kindergarten – parishioners and visitors!  Simply send the kids forward at Father’s invitation following the Opening Prayer – at all Sunday 10am Masses at St. Mary’s until April 24.  Three of our teachers will graduate this spring.  If you’re interested in helping with Children’s Liturgy next year as a High School student or parent, please contact me.  





Be on your guard, stand firm in the faith, be courageous, be strong.  Your every act should be done with love.   1 Corinthians 16:13-14


Colleen Budin


� HYPERLINK "mailto:colleenb@frontier.com" �colleenb@frontier.com�











St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team








Saturday, January 22, 2011 marks the 38th commemoration of the 1973 cases of Roe v Wade and Doe v Bolton, United States Supreme Court decisions, which legalized abortions on demand through all nine months of pregnancy.  Since 1973, a total of 555,000 unborn babies in Minnesota have been killed by abortion.


 


Thousands of Minnesota citizens will stand up for life on January 22, 2011 at 10:30 a.m. in St. Paul at the Cathedral of St. Paul for the Prayer Service for Life.  They will then proceed to the Minnesota State Capitol for the “March for Life” at 12:00 p.m.  A brief program will follow at 12:30 p.m. on the steps of the Capitol.  This program will feature Minnesota pro-life elected officials including Congressman John Kline, Minnesota State Senator Al DeKruif, and Minnesota State Representative Glenn Gruenhagen, all from our area.


 


Abortion is the greatest human rights issue of our time.  Your presence will help show federal and state elected officials and the public the depth of support for pro-life legislation protecting women, men and their unborn babies.


 


A modern coach bus will leave from St. Anne’s Church parking lot in Le Sueur at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday and return at 2:30 p.m.  The cost is $13.00 per person.  Bring a sack lunch to eat on the bus.  The Knights of Columbus will pay the bus cost for a maximum of 10 people 19 years of age or under.  People under 18 years of age must bring a permission slip signed by a parent or guardian.  If a ride is needed from Le Center to Le Sueur, please call Larry Roche at 357-6496.  This trip is an excellent opportunity for all of us, and especially the younger generation to learn more about the tragedy of abortion, pray for its end and show legislators our commitment to value human life.








Our Cookbooks are here – stop in any time and get one or more!  They will also be on sale at the First State Bank if that is more convenient.  If you did get a cookbook before Christmas we now have the one sheet that can be added with one “omitted” recipe and two corrections.  Stop in any time and pick those up if you wish.  

















St. Henry Sacrificial Giving





Weekly budget is $675.00





Sunday Adult	$    495.00


Plate		$      65.00


		$    560.00	-$115.00





 











Church cleaning at St. Henry – Terry Blaschko & Charlene Boettcher are scheduled to have the church cleaned by Sunday, January 23, 2011.





St. Mary’s Sacrificial Giving





Weekly Budget      $ 3,500.00





Sunday Adult	$ 3,571.24


Plate		$    130.01


Youth		$        4.25    


		$ 3,705.50	+$205.50











Capital Campaign


Cash & Commitments	$ 624,277.38


Cash this week		$     2,371.49


Cash to date		$ 497,734.10





Present balance on the building:


December 21, 2010	$739,704.38





Thank you for your continued generosity!








Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry


165 N Waterville Ave


Le Center MN  56057


Phone - 507-357-6633


Phone/Fax - 507-357-4838





Parish Website: www.stmarysthenry.org





Parish Staff


Fr. Christopher Shofner - Pastor


Jo Sowieja - Pastoral Minister


Colleen Budin – Faith Formation


Judy La Framboise - Office Manager


Bill Collins Jr. - Maintenance


Terri McMillen - Music Ministry





Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Friday


Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted by the end of the work day on Wednesday. 





Sacramental Information


Baptism - offered once each month (except during Lent).  Contact Jo for baptism in English; contact Fr. Chris for baptism in Spanish


Marriage - contact Fr. Chris or Jo at least 6 months in advance.  All couples must complete a weekend retreat as well as marriage preparation classes with either Fr. Chris or Jo.  


Confirmation - youth are prepared in grades 8, 9 & 10.  For adult confirmation - contact Jo.


Anointing of the Sick - communal anointing for the Parish once each year in the spring.  For private anointing, contact Fr. Chris


Communion calls for ill or homebound - please contact Jo


R.C.I.A. - classes form in September and January.  Contact Jo


Adult Education - contact Fr. Chris or Jo


For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Judy.











The Second Sunday


in Ordinary Time


January 16, 2011





Mass Schedule





Saturday      4:30 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday      	8:00 AM (St. Henry)


10:00 AM (St. Mary)


     		12:00 PM (St. Mary,Spanish)


Monday         9:00 AM Prayer Service


Tuesday        5:00 PM Mass


Wednesday   9:00 AM Mass


Thursday       9:00 AM Mass


Friday      	9:00 AM Mass





Reconciliation


Saturday	3:45 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday	7:30 AM (St. Henry)


Adoration


Opening	9:00 AM Tuesday


Closing	8:55 AM Thursday























Announcements for Communities/Organizations in the Area





Worldwide Marriage Encounter –Valentine’s Day is coming – Why not take your spouse away for a special weekend of communication, reflection and time away from your hectic schedule?  Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is February 11 – 13 at Kings House in Buffalo, MN.  For more info or to register call 612-840-730 or check the website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.wwmesection8.org" �http://www.wwmesection8.org�.


Natural Family Planning Class –  is based on comprehensive scientific research and is healthy and marriage building!  If you are looking to enhance your married life, a series of classes taught by a qualified instructor will begin on Friday, January 28th, 2011 at St. Wenceslaus Church, New Prague.  To register or for more information please call the Couple to Couple League at 612-721-3791


Youth For Christ Offering – The Calling of a Knight – a father and son event on Saturday, January 22, 2011 at the Country Inn & Suites, 1900 Premier Drive, Mankato, MN from 5 – 8 pm.  Cost is $50 per person which includes dinner and the evening’s events with special guests Caleb & Will Chapman, sons of Steven Curtis Chapman.  Check the bulletin boards for registration sheets.  


School Sisters of Notre Dame – Mankato – reflection days for single women, Saturday, February 5th & Saturday, April 16th – see flyers on the bulletin boards for registration information, locations and times.


Good Food for All/Feed My Starving Children – Thrivent Financial for Lutherans & Gustavus Adolphus College are hosting a joint event offering the opportunity to learn about the complexities of local and global hunger and food security.  There will be speakers, educational booths, and the opportunity to help pack 250,000 meals for Feed My Starving Children.  Thrivent Region is paying for the ingredients, but donations will be accepted onsite to help ship the meals.  This will be a fun way to learn more about Good Food for All and participate in packaging meals.  You can register for a 2½ hour time slot on either Saturday or Sunday by going to the website � HYPERLINK "http://gustavus.edu/events/food/index.php" �http://gustavus.edu/events/food/index.php�  Individuals can register or one person can register for a group.  If you were unable to attend the Kids Against Hunger event last fall and want to experience the fun, this is a great time to try it!


The Le Center Food Shelf – is looking for volunteers on Monday’s from 1 – 3 p.m. and Wednesday evenings from 6 – 8 p.m.  The Food Shelf serves approximately 110 families a month.  “The busiest times of the month are the first two Mondays and Wednesdays,” said director Terri McMillen.  “We are in need of volunteers who are willing to work with a variety of other volunteers to fill in the gap and help with those busier afternoons and evenings.  You can volunteer once a month or twice a year, whatever fits into your schedule.”  If you are interested in volunteering please give Sharon Traxler 357-4262 or Terri McMillen 507-420-5877 a call.  


Have you moved recently?  Have you changed your phone number? Please remember to inform your parish when you make these changes – we really want to know how to find you if you need us!!  











Pastoral Ministry





Kathy will tend to the home Communion calls this week.  Please call if you have not been able to attend Mass.  





For our Masses this weekend we will be offering the opportunity to sign up for Gift Bearing, Greeter/Usher, Lector, Eucharistic Minister as far as St. Mary is concerned.  St. Henry will have the opportunity for Lector or Eucharistic Minister.  Both parishes will also be offering Parish Registration forms (same form is offered for each parish – you are asked to indicate the parish you are registering for) and there will also be sign-up sheets offering Eucharistic Adoration or leading the rosary at Central Health Care. There will be short descriptions of the ministries providing you with a basic idea of what will be the involvement.  Please take advantage of this offering.  If you are aware of anyone who is attending Mass with us regularly but are not registered members, please encourage that they do submit a registration.  No, we do not present you with an “expectation” as far as donations are concerned (as several surrounding parishes do) and we do not force anyone to donate to the building fund.  We love to have everyone involved as much as each person chooses but we are not among those who give expectations or demands, though we will still invite you to be involved.  





We’ll be working on the February calendar already.  Please make certain you have dates in place for your specific organization or group.  





God loves you just the way you are but He refuses to leave you that way.  Would God love you more if your faith were stronger?  No. Would God love you more if your thoughts were deeper? No. Don’t confuse God’s love with the love of people.  The love of people often increases with performance and decreases with mistakes.  Not so with God’s love.  He loves you right where you are! 





Jo Sowieja, Pastoral Minister


joso@frontiernet.net




















May God grant eternal peace to Charlotte Blaschko+ buried from our parish this week.  May the Holy Spirit bring consolation to her family and friends.  





We also extend our sympathy to Chris & Fred Powers & Family at the loss of Chris’s Mom, Marlene Perkins who was buried last week.  May she rest in peace.  





Next Sunday’s Readings


Isaiah 8:23-9:3


1 Corinthians 1: 10-13, 17


Matthew 4:12-23











Greeter/Ushers for January/February





4:30 p.m. Mass – Gene Holicky, Dick Bradshaw, 


Pat Holey/Milo Holey, (Dick, Pat and Milo do basically every month), Paul McCabe (thanks Paul!)


 


10:00 a.m. Mass – Wayne Schloesser, Kevin Gibbs, Karen Gibbs, (Volunteer)





There needs to be four Greeter/Ushers at each Mass time.  Please call the Parish Center – 357-4838 if you can be of assistance.  














Banns of Marriage:  























CCW Announcements


CCW Board meeting will be meeting this Tuesday, January 18th, 2011, at 5:30 p.m. 


Upcoming Events


Southwest Deanery Board Meeting – Tuesday, February 8th, 2011, at 6:30 p.m. at Our Lady of the Prairie, Belle Plaine


Southwest Deanery Spiritual Day – Saturday, March 26th from 8 am – 1 pm at Most Holy Redeemer, Montgomery











