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Pastor’s Corner





Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 





Last weekend’s lock-in with the high schoolers was very successful.  Forty-four kids spent the night enjoying games, presentations and one another’s company.  I think we were all a bit tired by the time morning came, but it was fun.  Thank you to all the volunteers that came for part of the night or stayed all night to chaperone and help out: Sheila Huber, Tricia Krueger, Jennifer Kohnert, Ann McCabe, Lori Blaschko, Tim Lloyd, Mike and Bea Grof and Bruce and Colleen Budin.  It couldn’t have happened without your help.  





Today’s Gospel reminds us that God provides for us at all times, so we don’t need to use up our energy by worrying.  We might ask ourselves what we gain by worrying?  Nothing.  It only adds to our heartache and takes away from the energy we need to focus on the tasks of today.  But we know that human nature is such that we worry about the future—how to pay our bills, how to deal with problems in our relationships, decisions we have to make.  Jesus says, “Do not worry about tomorrow; tomorrow will take care of itself.”  If only we could be like the birds or the flowers, which focus only on the current moment.  They don’t care about providing for tomorrow, only about providing for now.  They inherently trust that their Creator will continue to provide for them tomorrow.   It’s a message of trust in God’s Providence (that is, God’s guidance and care).  �


Jesus uses a familiar phrase in today’s Gospel.  He addresses us as “you of little faith.”  And how true that is at times!  We hear this elsewhere in Matthew’s Gospel—for example, when Peter steps out of the boat at Jesus’ command and begins to walk on the water, but begins to sink as he realizes the dangers around him: “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” (Matthew 14:31).  Doubt enters in when we see the power of the circumstances around us that threaten us.  We feel that we’re not strong enough.  But the power of Jesus Christ is greater.  And confidence in that fact must be the object of our faith!  


























Mass Schedule


Mon. 28th 	No Mass or prayer service


Tues.1st 	9:00 a.m. opening of adoration


		1 p.m. Mission Sewing	


		5:00 p.m. Mass – living/deceased of the Lloyd


		Sandberg and Pat Smith Sr. Families


Wed.2nd 	9:00 a.m. Mass – Robert Germscheid+


		10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible study


		5:15 & 6:45 p.m. Faith Formation classes


		6:45 p.m. Youth Group


Thurs.3rd 	8:55 a.m. Closing of Adoration


9:00 a.m. Mass – living/deceased of the Henry 	& Angela Simon Family


6:30 p.m. St. Henry Parish meeting


7:30 p.m. KC meeting


Fri. 4th 		First Friday


		8:30 a.m. Reconciliation


		9:00 a.m. Mass for Gen Maca Srnec+


		Home Communion calls after Mass


Sat.  5th 	3:45 p.m. Reconciliation – St. Mary


		4:30 p.m. Mass for John Krenik+


Lectors		Mark Frederick, Barb Kavan


Euch. Min.	Kathy Traxler, Jeff Traxler


Server		Megan Traxler, Mary Traxler


Gift Bearers	Krenik Family


Sun. 6th 	7:30 a.m. Reconciliation – St. Henry


		8:00 a.m. Mass for Bernard Widmer+


Lectors		Karl Germscheid, Madonna Russo


Euch. Min.	Earle Traxler


Server		Josh Selly


		10:00 a.m. Mass for the Parish


Lectors		Cami O’Meara, Laurie Wohlers


Euch. Min.	Patti Gruetzmacher, Bea Budin-Grof,


		Bev Steffen, Ann McCabe


Servers		Joe Budin, Erin Budin, Thomas Budin


Gift Bearers	Guy & Tara Robinson Family





		12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish





 


































































































2010 Tax Receipts from St. Mary’s





All tax receipts that had not been picked up were mailed this past week.  If you are still challenged as far as a receipt for tax purposes, please contact the Parish Office at 357-4838 and speak to Judy.   If the amounts are in reference to the Building Fund we will take a message and those in charge of that funding will get back to you.  





St. Henry parishioners: Mark your calendars for Thursday, March 3 at 6:30 p.m.  We will have a parish meeting at St. Henry Hall (it's been a while since our last meeting).  


There's nothing major to announce at this meeting, just an opportunity to update you on things around the parish and to take care of some ongoing parish business.  � � 











Faith Formation





There will be No Faith Formation Classes on Wednesday, March 9.  Students are expected and encouraged to attend Ash Wednesday Mass with their families at 4pm or 7pm.  No attendance will be taken.  





Grade 9 will have their Confirmation Retreat here at St. Mary’s on Sunday, March 27th beginning with 10am Mass.  An enthusiastic team from the St. Thomas More Newman Center at MSU is coming to present with a focus on the Gifts of the Holy Spirit.  





The Grade 10 Confirmation Retreat will be on Thursday, March 24 here at St. Mary’s.  This annual, mandatory retreat is put on by a NET (National Evangelization Teams) group consisting of dynamic young adults from all over the United States.  Letters updating Confirmation events were sent this week.  





Wednesday Parking Lot Issues – PLEASE do not use our drop-off drive thru path to pick up your children after the Early Session.  All vehicles picking up students should be parked.  The traffic back-up is not fair to the parents trying to drop-off for the Late Session.  Thank you for honoring this request.  





Peace is what I leave with you; it is my own peace that I give you.  I do not give is as the world does.  Do not be worried and upset; do not be afraid.   John 14:27








Colleen Budin


� HYPERLINK "mailto:colleenb@frontier.com" �colleenb@frontier.com�











St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team





After reading recent Pro Life Team Sunday bulletin articles, you may be asking yourself, “Who makes up the St. Mary/St. Henry Pro Life Team?”  Donna Beer, Darian Hunt, Bob Leary, Tom Matejcek, Loren Riebel, Larry & Mary Roche, Harriet Schmidt, Ron Schmidt, Chuck and Margaret Traxler, Joyce Traxler, Madonna Russo, Dorothy Vavra, Angie Whipps and Cindy Widmer currently make up the team.  Fr. Chris is our leader and spiritual advisor.  Contact any of us to find out the time and date of our next meeting.  We welcome new members as well as suggestions and comments that will help all of us to promote life and the dignity of life from conception to natural death.  





Living Well with Chronic Conditions





This is a free 6 week group that will focus on various issues aimed at topics geared towards feeling better.  This is not disease specific and is open to anyone, any age.  This will be lead by two facilitators with a relaxed approach on Monday’s February 28th, through April 4th from 8:30 – 10:30 am at Centennial Plaza, 78 S. Lexington in Le Center or 12:30 – 2:30 pm at Hillside Court 220 Risedorph St in Le Sueur. For more information or to enroll contact Stephanie McCabe at 507-389-8894 or Shelly Barnett at 507-364-5663.





Ushers for March & April:





4:30 p.m. Mass – Tim Blaschko, Milo Holey, Chris Traxler, Harold Wondra





10:00 a.m. Mass – Roger Goettl, Scott Smisek, Paul Factor, Roy Sladek














St. Henry Sacrificial Giving





Weekly budget is $675.00





Sunday Adult	$    755.00


Plate		$      60.08


		$    815.08	+$140.08





 











Church cleaning at St. Henry – Shelly Genelin & Cindy Widmer are scheduled to have the church cleaned by Sunday, March 6th, 2011.





St. Mary’s Sacrificial Giving





Weekly Budget      $ 3,500.00





Sunday Adult	$ 1,793.45


Plate		$      75.25


Youth		$        3.50   


		$ 1,872.20	-$1,627.80











Capital Campaign


Cash & Commitments	$ 646,027.41


Cash this week		$     2,138.53


Cash to date		$ 528,237.69


Present balance on the building:


February 18, 2011	$700,304.51 	Yahoo!


Thank you & bless you for your continued generosity!








Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry


165 N Waterville Ave


Le Center MN  56057


Phone - 507-357-6633


Phone/Fax - 507-357-4838





Parish Website: www.stmarysthenry.org





Parish Staff


Fr. Christopher Shofner - Pastor


Jo Sowieja - Pastoral Minister


Colleen Budin – Faith Formation


Judy La Framboise - Office Manager


Bill Collins Jr. - Maintenance


Terri McMillen - Music Ministry





Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Friday


Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted by the end of the work day on Wednesday. 





Sacramental Information


Baptism - offered once each month (except during Lent).  Contact Jo for baptism in English; contact Fr. Chris for baptism in Spanish


Marriage - contact Fr. Chris or Jo at least 6 months in advance.  All couples must complete a weekend retreat as well as marriage preparation classes with either Fr. Chris or Jo.  


Confirmation - youth are prepared in grades 8, 9 & 10.  For adult confirmation - contact Jo.


Anointing of the Sick - communal anointing for the Parish once each year in the spring.  For private anointing, contact Fr. Chris


Communion calls for ill or homebound - please contact Jo


R.C.I.A. - classes form in September and January.  Contact Jo


Adult Education - contact Fr. Chris or Jo


For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Judy.














The Eighth Sunday


in Ordinary Time February 27, 2011





Mass Schedule





Saturday      4:30 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday      	8:00 AM (St. Henry)


10:00 AM (St. Mary)


     		12:00 PM (St. Mary,Spanish)


Monday         9:00 AM Prayer Service


Tuesday        5:00 PM Mass


Wednesday   9:00 AM Mass


Thursday       9:00 AM Mass


Friday      	9:00 AM Mass





Reconciliation


Saturday	3:45 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday	7:30 AM (St. Henry)


Adoration


Opening	9:00 AM Tuesday


Closing	8:55 AM Thursday























Announcements for Communities/Organizations in the Area





2010 AARP Free Tax Help – for people with low income or older adults.  Joan & LeRoy May, John Wilson and Bob Bartle (all from Le Sueur) are volunteers through the AARP Tax Aide Program which is sponsored by the Internal Revenue Service and AARP.   They are available to prepare and e-file your 2010 tax returns on Monday, March 7, 2011 at St. Mary’s Church in Le Center from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.  Bring your tax records and forms.  Also, bring your 2009 tax return.  These tax returns must be simple – no businesses or farm taxes.  Volunteers are NOT liable for errors.  Appointments must be made to have your tax returns completed.  Please call St. Mary’s Church Office at 507-357-4838 to make your appointment.  





St. Patrick’s Church of Cedar Lake (between Prior Lake & New Prague) – is sponsoring an “all you can eat” fish fry/bake on Friday, March 4th, 2011 serving from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.  The menu includes your choice of deep fried or baked cod, French fries, au gratin potatoes, cole slaw, beans rye bread & rolls, macaroni & cheese, bars and beverage.  Cost is $10.00 for adults, ages 4-12 years are $5.00 and 3 years and under are free.  St. Patrick’s is located 9 miles south of Prior Lake on Hwy. 13 or 7 miles northeast of New Prague on Hwy 13.  





World Apostolate of Fatima’s 25th Annual Marian Congress – Saturday, March 5, 2011 at the Church of St. Joseph in West St. Paul from 7:30 am – 3:00 p.m.  Cost is $35 if registered by March 2nd or $40 at the door.  Flyers are on the bulletin boards.  Register on line at fatimaonline.org or call 763-502-0792.





John Ireland School benefit St. Peter – The 10th Annual Luck of the Irish benefit for John Ireland School will be held on Saturday, March 5th, 2011.  Doors will open at 4:00 p.m.; dinner will be served from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. for $15; Silent auction viewing and bidding from 5 – 8 pm; live auction follows; games throughout the evening.  Must be 21 or older to attend.  





St. John’s Church Union Hill – will sponsor a pancake & egg-ham breakfast on Sunday, March 6th from 8 – 12:30 at the Knights of Columbus Hall in New Prague.  Menu will be scrambled eggs & ham, pancakes, rolls, milk, juice & coffee.  Prices will be adults - $6.00, children ages 4 -12 years $3.00 and under age 3 yr. are free.  There will also be a bake sale and quilt sale offered at the same time.  This is sponsored by the St. John’s Council of Catholic Women.  





ISJ Hospice sponsored events – Understanding Grief will take place on Wednesday, March 16th, 2011 at Le Sueur Public Library in Le Sueur – no charge but pre-registration is required by calling Jeanne Atkinson at 507-385-2989 or 1-800-327-3721, ext. 2989.  Other presentations available – Men’s Grief Support Network on the first and Third Sundays of each month with the first meeting on March 20th from 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. and a Journey Through Grief 8 week Grief Groups all presented in Mankato – contact the same above number for more information.  





Miracles in Motion Cancer Society Relay for Life Team – will have a pancake breakfast on Sunday, March 6, 2011 from 8 – 12:30 at St. Mary’s Social Hall in Le Center.  They will be serving pancakes, sausage, potatoes, fried onions, bars and beverages.  Free will donation – all profits to the American Cancer Society Relay for Life.  Craft items will also be for sale.





St. Anne’s CCW in Le Sueur – presents an all you can eat spaghetti buffet on Saturday, March 12th serving from 4 – 7 pm.  Adults - $8.00; children (ages 5 – 12) - $4.00; under age 5 $1.00.  Featuring Gramma’s hand-rolled meatballs, coleslaw, warm garlic bread and bars & cakes for dessert.  Take outs available; St. Anne’s School located at 511 N 4th Street in Le Sueur.  





St. John the Baptist Catholic Church in Mankato – will offer a Ham dinner on Sunday, March 13th serving from 11 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at St. John’s – 632 South Broad Street in Mankato.  The menu will include baked ham, mashed potatoes & gravy, baked beans, homemade potato salad, relishes, jell-O, rolls, coffee or milk plus pie.  There will also be a child’s hot dog or ham meal.  Prices will be Adults $7.00, children K-6th grade $3.00, preschool free and a family maximum of $20.00.  Sponsored by St. John’s CCW 





Holy Spirit Retreat Center in Janesville – In this Lenten season, are you open to a new experience of God’s love for you?  Come and reflect on your journey this Lent with prayer, quiet and input.  “O Taste and See How Good God is” will be presented March 16th from 9:30 am – 3:30 pm by Sr. JoAnn Haney.  Suggested donation of $20 includes lunch.  








Pastoral Ministry





This coming Friday, March 4th is First Friday.  Father will not be making home Communion calls due to a prior commitment.  I will take Communion to those who have not been able to attend Mass.   Please call if you or someone you know has not been able to attend Mass due to health or weather.  





The March calendar is included in your bulletin today.  We’re about a week away from the beginning of Lent!  We will do Monday morning Stations of the Cross during Lent again this year.  Please plan on joining us!  This is a nice alternative to the evening Stations of the Cross each Friday.  





And, as we are speaking of March, beginning March 1st I will be reducing the number of hours that I will be in the office.  My job responsibilities will remain the same – I will just not be in the office each and every day as has been the case for a tad bit over 26 years now!  This has been my request and decision.  I will not be in the office on Wednesdays for sure.  Other days will be decided on a “need” basis as far as staffing is concerned.  Although I may not be physically present, I am always readily available to the staff in the office by means of my personal cell phone.  This is the first of several changes that will be taking place within the office over the next year or so.  Time marches on!  





 Kind hearts are quietly kind.  When was the last time you did something kind for someone in your family without being asked?  That includes your church family.  When we have the opportunity to help anyone, we should do it. But we should give special attention to those who are in our family and family of believers. 





Jo Sowieja, Pastoral Minister


joso@frontiernet.net

















Faith is always a prerequisite for experiencing the power of Jesus Christ.  And faith is necessary for us to be confident that God will see us through today and tomorrow.  Consider that the greatest miracles of Jesus were performed when the people expressed the greatest faith.  The sick were healed, sinners were converted, the frightened and distressed were consoled.  It’s the same with us.  If we foster faith in our lives—by entering into prayer and recognizing the guiding hand of God—then we will experience His presence and His peace.  Today I encourage you to trust in the Providence of God and know that He is there with you in this moment.  





God bless,


Fr. Chris Shofner  


� HYPERLINK "mailto:fr.chris@hotmail.com" ��fr.chris@hotmail.com� 








Next Sunday’s Readings


Deuteronomy 11:18, 26-28


Romans 3:21-25, 28


Matthew 7:21-27











St. Henry Catholic Order of Foresters St. Patrick’s Day Irish Stew – served on Thursday, March 17th from 11:00 am to 12:30 pm at the St. Henry Hall. 





Go to Joseph – information for the St. Joseph day event – Saturday, March 19th, 2011 at Holy Family in St. Louis Park – see the bulletin boards.





The Respect Life Groups of South Central Minnesota – are sponsoring a series of speakers in an ongoing educational effort in order to motivate, inspire and inform Catholics to address critical life issues.  The next talk is a joint presentation with The Call to Be Catholic Speaker Series of the Diocese of Winona.  Archbishop John Nienstedt of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis and Bishop John Quinn of the Diocese of Winona will speak on “The Sacredness of Human Life from Beginning to End” at Divine Mercy Catholic Church in Faribault on Sunday, March 20th, at 7 pm.  With questions call Dr. Richard Weiland at 507-645-2633 or Anne Fredrickson at 507-645-2348.  





St. Mary’s Lost and Found – we gave a gold earring – clip-on style – that was found towards the front of church last weekend (could have fallen off to/from Communion or walking in or out of church).  If you can identify it stop in at the Parish Office.  We also have someone who lost a silver clip on earring!  If you find that one – bring it in!!  





Le Center Sportsmen Club Annual Ash Wednesday Fish Fry – will be held on Wednesday, March 9th – serving deep fried Pollack, baked beans, rolls, cole slaw, coffee, milk, water, homemade cookies.  Serving will be from 11am – 2 pm and again from 4 pm – 7 pm.  Take outs available.  $10 advanced sale; $11 at the door.  This will be held at the Le Center Sportsmen building at the Le Sueur County Fairgrounds in Le Center.  Proceeds from this fundraiser go to continuing the various projects that the Sportsmen provide and to keeping their building available for the community.   














Banns of Marriage:  




















Fr. Jenniges to be 88 on March 1st!





Fr. will celebrate 88 years of age on March 1st.  If you would like to send him a card to help him celebrate his day  his address is:


		Fr. Leonard Jenniges


		Divine Providence Community Home


		700 3rd Ave NW


		Sleepy Eye MN 56085





CCW Announcements


Upcoming Events





Central MN Respect Life Talk on Sunday, March 20th at Divine Mercy Catholic Church in Faribault at 7:00 p.m.  Archbishop John Nienstedt and Bishop John Quinn will speak on “The Sacredness of Human Life from Beginning to End”. 


Southwest Deanery Spiritual Day – Saturday, March 26th from 8 am – 1 pm at Most Holy Redeemer, Montgomery.  The day will begin with rolls and coffee at 7:45 a.m.  There will be Stations of the Cross, Holy Mass, silent auction and more.  Deadline to submit your information/money for this event is March 17th.  


April Open Meeting of SWD – Tuesday, April 26th at St. Mary’s Church in Le Center at 6:30 p.m.  Our featured speaker will be Ann Zemke, a Blaine quilt shop owner and author, who uses her own handmade quilt blocks to tell the story of her grandmother who was an orphan train rider in the early 1900’s. A light supper is also included and this event is open to all CCW members.


ACCW Convention – Thursday, May 11th at Risen Savior in Burnsville. 














