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Pastor’s Corner








Brothers and Sisters in Christ,





This weekend at the 10:00 Mass, please welcome Fr. Michael Kueber, who will be celebrating the Mass while I am in Montgomery installing their new pastor.  This is part of my duties as Dean of the southwest deanery of parishes.  





This Wednesday is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent.  We will receive the Sign of the Cross in ashes on our foreheads, a powerful sign that echoes the cross made on our foreheads at the time of our Baptism, when we were claimed for Christ by the sign of his cross.  Furthermore, it reminds us that the cross is the instrument of our salvation.  The death of Jesus on the cross allowed for his Resurrection from the dead.  Thus, the cross is a sign of victory, not death.  We will offer three Masses on Ash Wednesday—9 AM, 4 PM & 7 PM.  





The purpose of Lent is to prepare us for the joy of Easter.  It’s a time to be purified through repentance for our sins and spiritual disciplines.  We are called to turn away from our sins and fall upon the grace of God through Jesus Christ so that we can live holy lives.  Confession is encouraged during the Lenten season to help us in these goals.  The Church has also prescribed certain penitential disciplines.  A quick reminder on the guidelines for fasting and abstinence: 


Fasting: All Catholics age 18-60 are obliged to observe two days of fasting during Lent, on Ash Wednesday (Feb. 22) and Good Friday (April 6).  The Church defines fasting as one large meal a day, and up to two smaller meals that added together would not exceed the main meal in quantity.  The fast is broken if a person snacks between meals or goes back for seconds (for example, at an all-you-can-eat buffet).  


Abstinence: All Catholics age 14 and up are obliged to abstain from meat on every Friday during Lent.  This includes all red meat, chicken and pork.  This does not include fish.  


Certain circumstances may excuse one from the obligation—for example, those of unsound mind, the sick or frail, pregnant or nursing women, and heavy laborers.   Other specific situations may excuse one from the obligation.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.  





Please find at the entrances of the churches lots of resources for you and your family to use this Lenten season for prayer and meditation.  Take advantage of the grace of this season to grow closer to God through repentance and right living. 





God bless,


Fr. Chris Shofner


� HYPERLINK "mailto:fr.chris@hotmail.com" ��fr.chris@hotmail.com�












































God bless,


Fr. Chris Shofner


� HYPERLINK "mailto:fr.chris@hotmail.com" ��fr.chris@hotmail.com�


























CCW Upcoming Events


 


CCW Board Meeting on February 28, here at St. Mary’s following the 5:00 p.m. Mass   





Sat. March 10, 2012 will be the Spiritual Day at St. Patrick’s of Cedar Lake from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Start thinking about this event now & plan to attend!





CCW Board Meeting on March 27, 2012 at St. Mary’s following the 5:00 p.m. Mass. 


  


SWD Open Meeting is scheduled for April 12, 2012 at I.C. in Marysburg starting at 6:30 p.m.





Kelly Jo Closser is St. Mary’s CCW President and is requesting that if a CCW member needs to call her to please call her cell phone at 507-317-4681, and not to call and leave a message on her home phone.





Mass Schedule


Mon. 20th	No Mass


Tues. 21st	9:00 a.m.  Opening of Adoration


Home Communion calls – Kathy


		Country Neighbors - Joyce


		1:00 p.m. Mission Sewing


		5:00 p.m. Lorraine Blaschko +


Wed. 22nd	Ash Wednesday


		9:00 a.m. Mass for Don Woelfel +


Lectors		Jean Bradshaw, Judy La Framboise


Euch. Min.	Barb Tiede


Ashes		 Sue Leary


10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible study 


4:00 p.m. Mass for the parish


Lectors		Maureen Blaschko, Bill Norris


Euch. Min.	Darian Hunt, Lillian Hoffman,


		Norm Schmidt


Ashes		Volunteers needed (please call office)


Servers		Jeremy Beer, Thomas Budin, 


		Logan Mc Cabe


		No Faith Formation-all students attend 


		one of the Masses


		7:00 p.m.  Mass for the Parish


Lectors		Curtis Budin, Don Budin


Euch. Min.	Jenn Kohnert, Connie Meyer, Dan Meyer


		Francis Meyer


Ashes		Volunteers needed (please call office)


Servers		Anna Lloyd, Pat Lloyd


Thurs. 23rd	8:55 a.m. Closing of Adoration


		9:00 a.m. Mass – Living & Deceased of the


		Marvin & Elaine Willette Family  


Fri. 24th	9:00 a.m. Mass for Helen Berger  Happy


	Birthday!!


7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross


Sat.  25th          9:00 a.m. Mass for John Krenik +


3:15 p.m. Reconciliation – St. Mary


4:30 p.m. Mass – Terry Keenan +


Lectors		Mark Frederick,  Barb Kavan


Euch. Min.	Judy LaFramboise, Sue Macho,


		Kathy Schloesser, Mary Jo Stocker


Servers		Marisa Macho


 


		


		


	


	













































































 Gift Bearers	Keenan Family





 Sun. 26th  	7:30 a.m. Reconciliation St. Henry


		8:00 a.m. Mass for the parish


Lectors		Madonna Russo, Steve Widmer


Euch. Min.	Mary Boettcher, Joan Traxler,


		Cindy Widmer


Server		Josh Holicky


10:00 a.m. Mass for the parish


Lectors		Heather Budin, Cami O’Meara


Euch. Min.	Jo Blaschko, Connie Meyer, 


		Dan Meyer, Francis Meyer.


		Tim Traxler


Servers		Allie Hertaus, Jaedyn Long,


		Alexis Wondra


Gift Bearers	Volunteers





		12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish


During Lent there will be a 9:00 a.m. Mass on Saturdays.


Volunteers are needed for the Usher Ministry 


We need some input/feedback from the volunteers who do the ushering.  Someone has suggested only one month instead of two?   And we do need more volunteers!!  We would need to know which Mass and which months each would be available. Please call the parish office during working hours or leave a message.  Thank you, Judy


Ushers for March and April


4:30 p.m. Mass Tim Blaschko, Milo Holey,


		Chris Traxler, Harold Wondra


10:00 a.m. Mass  Roger Goettl, Scott Smisek,


		   Paul Factor, Roy Sladek




















Faith Formation





There will be No Faith Formation Class on Wednesday, February 22.  Students are expected to attend Ash Wednesday Mass which is offered at St. Mary’s at 9am, 4pm and 7pm. 


 


As I search for activities for Children’s Liturgy, many possibilities call for CARDBOARD TUBES.  If anyone is willing to save their short or long tubes, we’d gladly accept them in the Parish Office! 


 


Our classes began discussion of Lent this week!  Please discuss this special season with your child and explore ways to make it meaningful in their daily lives.  We will have family-oriented Lenten books available in the church entrances beginning Ash Wednesday. 


 


Mark your calendars!  SonRise National Park VBS will run from Sunday, July 29 through Thursday, August 2nd.  Children aged 3 (potty trained) through those currently in 5th grade are invited.  Registration forms will go home in early April. 





Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God.  Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:6-7





Colleen Budin  colleenb@frontier.com








St. Henry Sacrificial Giving





Weekly budget is $675.00





Sunday Adult		$ 512.00


Plate			$   88.00


			$ 600.00   - $ 75.00





Church Cleaning - Sharon Riebel & Carol Holicky are scheduled to have the church cleaned by February 26th.


St. Henry Men’s Club Meeting on Sunday, Feb. 19th at 7:00 p.m. at St. Henry Hall





Birthright Raffle Tickets will be sold after each Mass on Feb. 25th & 26th.  A book of 5 tickets cost $5.00. One ticket is $1.00.  Completed ticket stubs may be returned to Church entrances after Masses on March 3rd & 4th.








St. Mary’s Sacrificial Giving


  


Weekly Budget	$3,500.00





Sunday Adult              $2,449.09                                                                                   


Plate  		          $  192.41


Youth                          $      4.00


Total	                      $2,645.50   - $854.50








Third Capital Campaign began July 1, 2011 & runs


to June 30, 2014


Cash & Commitments $ 215,114.37


Cash this week	          $        317.55


Cash to date               $ 109,917.37





Loan Balance as of 1/26/12 $598,929.91





Lighthouse Catholic Media CD of the Week





“A Call to Joy” by Matthew Kelly





When Matthew Kelly was a young man, a friend helped him to open his heart to God.  Since that time, Matthew has helped millions around the world to embrace the Lord’s call to live a deeper spiritual life.  Listen as he shares both his remarkable personal story and his uniquely inspiring outlook on faith and the adventure of living the Christian life to the fullest. 


 


“Awesome!  I loved this talk and came away with a fresh inspiration to grow in my faith and find joy.  This is perfect for all ages.  I passed it on to my teenage sons.”  ~ Cindy – Houston, TX

















	

















 

















Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry


165 N Waterville Ave


Le Center MN  56057


Phone - 507-357-6633


Phone/Fax - 507-357-4838


Parish Website: www.stmarysthenry.org


Parish Staff Office Hours:


Fr. Christopher Shofner – Pastor (Tuesday - Friday)


Colleen Budin – Faith Formation 


Judy La Framboise – Secretary/Receptionist 


		(Monday, Wednesday, Friday am)


Tara Robinson – Accounting	(Tuesday & Thursday)


Bill Collins Jr. – Maintenance	(Monday – Friday)


Terri McMillen - Music Ministry





Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Friday


Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted by the end of the work day on Wednesday. 





Sacramental Information


Baptism - offered once each month (except during Lent).  Contact Fr. Chris for baptism in Spanish & English.


Marriage - contact Fr. Chris at least 6 months in advance.  All couples must complete a weekend retreat as well as marriage preparation classes with  Fr. Chris.  


Confirmation - youth are prepared in grades 8, 9 & 10.  For adult confirmation - contact Fr. Chris


Anointing of the Sick - communal anointing for the Parish once each year in the spring.  For private anointing, contact Fr. Chris


Communion calls for ill or homebound - please contact the Parish Center


R.C.I.A. - classes form in September and January.  Contact Father Chris


Adult Education - contact Fr. Chris 


For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Judy.











Seventh Sunday 


In Ordinary Time





February 19, 2012








Mass Schedule





Saturday      4:30 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday      	8:00 AM (St. Henry)


10:00 AM (St. Mary)


     		12:00 PM (St. Mary,Spanish)


Tuesday        5:00 PM Mass


Wednesday   9:00 AM Mass


Thursday       9:00 AM Mass


Friday      	9:00 AM Mass





Reconciliation


Saturday	3:15 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday	7:30 AM (St. Henry)


Adoration


Opening	9:00 AM Tuesday


Closing	8:55 AM Thursday




















Announcements for Communities/Organizations in the Area 





Counseling Opportunities at Catholic Charities – Catholic Charities has offices in various locations including Faribault and Burnsville for individual, family or couple counseling, they do have Spanish-speaking counseling in designated areas, they accept most health insurance providers for counseling services and if a person does not have insurance they have reduced and sliding fee options, their long-distance counseling intake number is 855-297-9262, they provide services to the separated and divorced and have a full range of adoption and post-adoption services including specialized counseling to individuals and families.  For Counseling Services 651-647-3186, Separated and Divorced – 651-647-3126 and for Adoption Services 651-647-3103.  


8th Annual Speakers Series (2011-12) Owatonna MN – The Call to be Catholic – will continue with presentations for 2012 –  Sunday March 4th, “Defending Marriage in an Age of Confusion” presented by Maggie Gallagher at 3:00 p.m. at Sacred Heart Church  810 S Cedar Ave in Owatonna, MN.  Suggested free will offering of $5 per person.  Contact information – 507-451-1588 or 507-444-0941.  Flyers are posted on the bulletin boards.    


Central Health Care in Le Center – is seeking volunteers to spend time with our residents and assist activities staff.  If you’re interested in volunteering individually or as a group please contact the Activities Department at 507-357-2275 extension 225.


Pre-marriage Seminar for Second Marriages – will be offered through the Catholic Charities Counseling Program in St. Paul on February 25 & 26.  The cost is $135 a couple.  Contact Adaire Lasssonde at 651-647-3126 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:adaire.lassonde@cctwincities.org" �adaire.lassonde@cctwincities.org� for further information and a registration form.  


Relevant Radio – listen on line at � HYPERLINK "http://www.relevantradio.com" �www.relevantradio.com�  


Lenten Women’s Retreat at St. Wenceslaus Church, New Prague – will be held on February 25th, 2012 from 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at the Parish Activities Center, 215 Main Street in New Prague.  Walking our Lenten Journey with Mary will be the theme and Sr. Paula Hagen, O.S.B. will be the retreat director.  This is for women of all ages.  The cost is $25.00 which includes a continental breakfast, lunch, station booklet and retreat materials.  Child care available.  Register by February 20th to Mary Higgins, 215 Main St. E. New Prague, MN 56071.  Registration sheets available in the rack by the St. Mary’s Parish Office.  


Women’s Communities of Faith  Twin Cities Area on Saturday, February 25, 2012 from 8:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.  Visit four different religious communities to meet, learn, share meals and pray with Catholic Sisters.  Car pooling will be arranged.  To register contact sister Joyce Kolbet at 507-389-4296 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:jkolbet@ssndmankato.org" ��jkolbet@ssndmankato.org�  please register before February 22nd.


Tour Ireland this Fall with Father Dempsey Join Father Dennis Dempsey September 21st to October 2nd on a Catholic Spirit sponsored trip to Ireland.  Visit Galway, Connemara, Knock, the Cliffs of Moher, the Ring of Kerry, Killarney, Limerick and of course Dublin.  Mass is planned every day in famous churches, abbeys monasteries and cathedrals.  To receive a brochure or get more information, phone The Catholic Spirit’s  Martie McMahon at 651-291-4441 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:mcmahonm@archspm.org" ��mcmahonm@archspm.org�


A Lenten Retreat Day  This retreat is scheduled for Wednesday, March 7th from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The facilitator is Sister JoAnn Haney, OSF.  “There is a time for planting…a time for searching…a time for keeping silent.”  The hectic lives we lead can leave little time for us to put all in perspective. The book of Ecclesiastes tells us there is time for everything under the sun, especially a time for balance in our lives.  Come for a day of quiet prayer and input to help discover how to balance your life.  Suggested donation: $20 with lunch.  Call or e-mail to register:  Holy Spirit Center, 3864 420th Ave., Janesville.  Phone: 507-234-5712, E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:retreat@frontiernet.net" ��retreat@frontiernet.net�


Life Line Screening Preventive Health Events.  Have you taken control of your health today?  Life Line will be St. Mary’s Church on Friday, March 30, 2012 offering five safe, painless, non-invasive health screenings that are typically not a part of a routine physical.  Think about signing up for this Screening and then call 1-888-653-6441 or visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners" ��www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners�.  You can learn your risk of having stroke or vascular disease, prices range from $129 to $159.  There is no time like the present to take action!


























Autism: “A Family’s Message of Hope and Promise”





Stefan and Barb Kavan, members of St. Mary’s Parish, will be sharing their story on Thursday, Feb. 23, beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Le Center High Auditorium.  This free event is sponsored by the LC PTO.  Barb and Stefan will be signing their children’s book, “Trainman”, following the presentation.  All are welcome.














2012 Catholic Services Appeal: It is time once again for the annual Catholic Services Appeal (CSA), the largest effort by the Archdiocese during the year to raise funds for its ministries throughout the Archdiocese.  Last year the Archdiocese surpassed its $9.3 million goal by more than $400,000.  This year’s goal remains the same at $9.3 million, shared by the 206 parishes in our 12-county area.  You likely have received or shortly will receive a mailing from the Archdiocese that asks for your participation.  Please see the enclosed flier for information on how your investment in the CSA supports the work of our local Church and transforms the lives of thousands.  





Every parish in the Archdiocese has its own goal to meet, based on a simple formula.  Our goals for this year are realistic and very attainable.  St. Mary’s goal for 2012 is $11,483.  St. Henry’s goal for 2012 is $2,170.  Based on the past, these goals are realistic and easily attainable.  I have no doubt that the generosity of our people will help us meet these goals.  If we meet and collect 100% of our goals, we will receive back 25% of the funds collected as a rebate (that’s at least $542 for St. Henry and $2870 for St. Mary), to assist with our Faith Formation programs and educational efforts.  





The theme for this year’s Appeal is “Many are the promises of God,” a phrase taken from 2 Corinthians 1:18-20.  St. Paul reminds us in this passage that all of God’s promises to His people are manifested in His Son Jesus Christ.  God has “put His seal upon us and given us the Spirit in our hearts.”


























Parish Center siding: As most of you have noticed by now, our Parish Center has been resided again.  We have been receiving lots of comments on how good it looks!  This time we went with a different product, a seamless steel, that is higher quality than what we had before.  Our warranty covered 92% of the cost, but since we upgraded to a better siding, we had to pay a small amount out of pocket.  None of our local construction companies install this type of product, so we contracted with a recommended installer to do the work.  We have paint to match some areas that are mismatched, but we will do that when warmer weather arrives.  This hopefully should be the end of our siding issues.  

















St. Mary’s CCW Cancer Home Brunch was well attended and we are most grateful.  Profit from the quilt and brunch after expenses was $825.88.  A check for that amount will be forwarded to the Cancer Home in St. Paul.  Dick Bradshaw is the lucky winner of the beautiful quilt donated by the CCW Mission Sewing Group.   Our thanks to the Mission Sewing Ladies, Kitchen and Dining room Volunteers and those in attendance who supported the brunch.  Susan Leary and Kae Traxler Co-Chairperson.














Banns of Marriage:  

















 





 








40 Days for Life Campaign: Are you pro-life?  Willing to pray?  Fast a little during Lent?  Show peaceful activism without leaving home? Then the 40 Days for Life campaign may interest you.  It begins Ash Wednesday and goes until Palm Sunday.  The mission of the “40 Days for Life” campaign is to seek God’s favor to turn hearts and minds from a culture of death to a culture of life, thus bringing an end to abortion in America.





Why 40 days?  From Noah in the flood to Moses on the mountain to the disciples after Christ's resurrection, God sees the transformative value of His people accepting and meeting a 40-day challenge.  Since 2007 there have been eight coordinated “40 Days for Life” campaigns. Look at the statistics:  


Over 4,300 babies have been spared from abortion (these numbers are documented; there may be more) 


Over 50 abortion industry workers have quit their jobs 


21 abortion facilities have shut down (last fall the GYN Special Services Clinic located in Regions Hospital in St. Paul closed its doors)


Hundreds of women and men have been spared from the tragic events of abortion and a lifetime of regrets 


Many with past abortion experiences have begun post-abortion healing and recovery





The “40 Days for Life” campaign will be held in over 250 U.S. cities, including Rochester and St. Cloud locally. Pro-Life Action Ministries is coordinating the Twin Cities campaign.  There will be participants praying outside the recently built Planned Parenthood facility in St. Paul.  Can’t go to St. Paul to pray outside PP?   Your personal prayer and fasting adds spiritual power to those physically praying outside the abortion centers.    





Log onto the website � HYPERLINK "http://www.40daysforlife.com" ��www.40daysforlife.com� for daily prayer reflections as well as daily updates from across the country.  You can be part of something BIG without leaving your home!





You’re invited to participate in Catholic Relief Services’ Operation Rice Bowl: This Lent our faith community will be joining millions of Catholics across the country by participating in CRS’s Operation Rice Bowl.  Your family is invited to pick up a Rice Bowl packet at any of the entrances of the church and join in this simple yet powerful Lenten practice.  CRS’s Operation Rice bowl invites us to pray with our families and faith communities, fast in solidarity with those who are hungry, learn about our brothers and sisters around the world, and give sacrificial contributions to help those in need.  Visit orb.crs.org for additional resources to use at home.  








Next Sunday Readings:





           Genesis 9:8-15


           1 Peter 3:18-22


            Mark 1:12-15











