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Pastor’s Corner





Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 





We had a good start last weekend to the new Roman Missal (the new translation of the Mass).  I think it threw a few of us off-guard at moments.  It will take us some time to get accustomed to the new responses, but in time it will become second nature.  The changes remind us to be more mindful of what we’re praying at Mass.  I’ve heard both positive and negative reaction to some of the words and phrases in the new translation.  While the new wording is more poetic and truer to the original Latin, it can be difficult to understand at times.  From time to time, I will offer a bit of catechesis on some of the more challenging words or phrases we’ll encounter in the new translation.  





Perhaps the single most difficult word in the new translation is the word “consubstantial,” which has replaced the phrase “one in being” in the Nicene Creed (“I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ…begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father”).  Literally, the word means “of the same substance,” which is a more accurate description of the relationship between God the Father and God the Son.  This is at the heart of our Christian belief in the Trinity (one God in three persons).  We believe that the Father and the Son are fully one and the same God, not that they are two Gods sharing parts of the same essence (which I think is what the previous phrase implied).  





Perhaps this distinction is a bit hard to understand, but that’s okay (none of us are going to be able to fully understand God).  The important thing to note is that the right language is necessary so that we can foster the correct attitudes toward God.  I’ve seen in the past many Christians who haven’t quite made the connection between Jesus and God.  They know Jesus is important, and they declare that Jesus is the Son of God, but they haven’t yet understood that Jesus is God (our language has betrayed us into thinking that “God” refers only to the Father).  But if we don’t also see Jesus as God, then it waters down our understanding of Christ’s purpose in the world.  The birth of Jesus Christ on Christmas Day is the birth of God-made-man into our world.  That makes a world of difference for understanding God’s plan for the salvation of mankind.  Remember, the angels sang Glory to God when Christ was born – they did this as an act of joy that the Savior had entered the world, but also because they were looking upon the human face of God Himself.  What an amazing sight it must have been!  The Christ-child (the Son of God) was the one and the same God who many thousands or millions of years before had created the earth and everything it contains!  God humbled Himself to take on our human nature.  





As you continue your preparations this Advent season for the birth of Jesus Christ, I pray that God may inspire your hearts and souls to a greater awe of this mystery and a deeper love for Him who has never stopped loving us.  





God bless,


Fr. Chris Shofner  


� HYPERLINK "mailto:fr.chris@hotmail.com" ��fr.chris@hotmail.com�

















Mass Schedule


Mon. 5th 	No Mass


		2:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. photo sessions for


				Parish Directory


Tues. 6th 	9:00 a.m. – Opening of adoration 


		Home Communion calls – Patty


		Country Neighbors – Diane


		No Mission sewing today


		2:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. photo sessions for 


				Parish Directory


		5:00 p.m. Mass – living/deceased CCW 


					Members


		CCW General Meeting & Christmas pot luck 


				after Mass


Wed. 7th 	9:00 a.m. Mass – Russ Schindler+


10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible study 


5:30 p.m. Mass for the Holy Day with Faith    Formation Students 


Thurs. 8th 	Feast of the Immaculate Conception


8:55 a.m. Closing of Adoration


		9:00 a.m. Mass – Tim Connolly+


		7:00 p.m. Mass – for the Parishes


Fri. 9th  		9:00 a.m. Mass – John Krenik+





Sat.  10th 	9:00 a.m. Mass – For two special friends – 


		Mike Anderson+ & Gene Dwyer+


3:15 p.m. Reconciliation


4:30 p.m. Mass – Mike Anderson+


Lectors		Mark Frederick, Pat Habinck


Euch. Min.	Deb O’Connell, Sam Traxler


Server		Megan Traxler


Gift Bearers	Anderson Family





Sun. 11th  	7:30 a.m. Reconciliation 


		8:00 a.m. Mass – Tony & Monica Traxler++


Lectors		Ron Germscheid, Patti Germscheid


Euch. Min.	Lucy Helfter


Server		Josh Holicky


	


	













































































Please pray for…





Part of our Christian duty is to pray for each other.  We are including this list of people to pray for.  


Tim Simonette		Roxie Roemhildt


Mary Janovsky 		Dorleen Schmieg


JoAnn Cemensky	Adam Smisek


Matthew Collins		Ken Harkins	


Ryan Holicky		Terry Krenik


Margaret Wondra 	Dave Wolf


Arlene Van Avery	Russ Kopet	


Magdaline Ballman	Ralph Hoey	


Helen Holicky		Bonnie Callisto		


Ag Collins		Bonnie Wieland	


Jim Weber		Lonnie Prososki


Bev Bartelt





All in Central Health Care, Mala Strana, Good Samaritan, Traditions, Villages, Three Links,  Horizon Place, Country Neighbors.


*Some people have requested to not have their name included on this list.  We respect their wishes and ask that you pray for all who are ill.  





With the Holidays ahead don’t forget that we still have copies of the St. Mary/St. Henry Cook Book available.  They sell for $15 each and are filled with some very good recipes!  Stop in, pick some up and have them on hand for those last minute gifts!  





Faith Formation.





The Christmas Fair will take place today, Sunday, December 4th from 8:30am to Noon in St. Mary’s Social Hall.  Over the past two weeks students in grades 2- 7 and 9 participated in making crafts or food items for the event.  I am so thankful for the army of adult helpers that came in to help – this could not have happened without you!! 


Other student participation will come in the form of action!  First grade students are putting on the Nativity Play after 10am Mass.  Our 8th grade is in charge of the Kid’s Games – creation, assembly and staffing!   Students from Le Center High School Brass Ensemble will be playing from 11am to Noon.  





The KC sponsored “Keep Christ in Christmas” poster boards are on display in the Social Hall and will be sent home with the kids on the December 14 class.  





This Sunday, our Kindergarten will have their third class time and will cover the unit on Jesus.  





Mass and Meal ~ On Wednesday, December 7 all students in both sessions are asked to attend the 5:30pm Mass for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception.  This is a Holy Day of Obligation.  A free supper will be served in the Social Hall immediately following and Father will present information on the New translation of the Mass.  This will be a great family night for everyone to learn together so that we can fully understand our worship experience.  Attendance will be taken for all grades.  Families and Parishioners are also welcome.  





A voice cries out, “Prepare in the wilderness a road for the Lord!  Clear the way in the desert for our God!”  Isaiah 40:3





Colleen Budin   � HYPERLINK "mailto:colleenb@frontier.com" �colleenb@frontier.com�








Eucharistic Adoration





As we begin Advent & soon our new year, it can be a time to start fresh!  What better way than to come to Eucharistic Adoration.  Jesus is truly present there in the Blessed Sacrament.  No matter how great your needs are take them to Him.  He is all-loving and all-forgiving and He waits for us to come and adore Him.  Sign up for one hour a week or come to visit Our Lord for a while.  Call Joyce 4410 or Gloria 6939.  


There is a need for a substitute Adorer for the months of January, February and March, each Tuesday from 3 – 4 p.m.  A nice opportunity!  Please call if you can help out.


Have a blessed Advent! 














St. Henry Sacrificial Giving





Weekly budget is $675.00





Sunday Adult	$    620.00


Plate		$      65.00


		$    685.00	+$10.00 





	











Church cleaning – Chrit Hoey &  Linda Norris are scheduled to have the church cleaned by December 18, 2011. 





St. Mary’s Sacrificial Giving





Weekly Budget      $ 3,500.00





Sunday Adult	$ 	7,875.41


Plate		$      	     84.25


Youth		$ 	       5.00       


		$ 	7,964.66      +$4,464.66			





Third Capital Campaign began July 1, 2011 & runs to June 30, 2014


Cash & Commitments	$ 178,839.02


Cash this week		$        975.00


Cash to date		$    69,736.02


Pledge cards may still be returned – if you do not have one there are extras located at the church entrances.  143 cards returned to date.


Loan Balance as of 11/23/2011         $630,781.66


Thank you & bless you for your continued 


generosity!














Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry


165 N Waterville Ave


Le Center MN  56057


Phone - 507-357-6633


Phone/Fax - 507-357-4838


Parish Website: www.stmarysthenry.org


Parish Staff Office Hours:


Fr. Christopher Shofner – Pastor (Tuesday - Friday)


Jo Sowieja - Pastoral Minister	(Monday, Tuesday, Thursday)


Colleen Budin – Faith Formation (variable schedule for summer)


Judy La Framboise – Secretary/Receptionist 


		(Tuesday a.m., Wednesday, Thursday p.m., Friday a.m.)


Tara Robinson – Accounting	(Tuesday & Thursday)


Bill Collins Jr. – Maintenance	(Monday – Friday)


Terri McMillen - Music Ministry





Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Friday


Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted by the end of the work day on Wednesday. 





Sacramental Information


Baptism - offered once each month (except during Lent).  Contact Jo for baptism in English; contact Fr. Chris for baptism in Spanish


Marriage - contact Fr. Chris or Jo at least 6 months in advance.  All couples must complete a weekend retreat as well as marriage preparation classes with either Fr. Chris or Jo.  


Confirmation - youth are prepared in grades 8, 9 & 10.  For adult confirmation - contact Jo.


Anointing of the Sick - communal anointing for the Parish once each year in the spring.  For private anointing, contact Fr. Chris


Communion calls for ill or homebound - please contact Jo


R.C.I.A. - classes form in September and January.  Contact Jo


Adult Education - contact Fr. Chris or Jo


For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Judy.











Second Sunday 


Of Advent





December 4, 2011








Mass Schedule





Saturday        9:00 AM


4:30 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday      	8:00 AM (St. Henry)


10:00 AM (St. Mary)


     		12:00 PM (St. Mary,Spanish)


Tuesday        5:00 PM Mass


Wednesday   9:00 AM Mass


Thursday       9:00 AM Mass


Friday      	9:00 AM Mass





Reconciliation


Saturday	3:15 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday	7:30 AM (St. Henry)


Adoration


Opening	9:00 AM Tuesday


Closing	8:55 AM Thursday




















Announcements for Communities/Organizations in the Area 





Christmas Time’s A Comin’ – Our third annual country gospel Christmas show is being presented at the Central Intermediate School Auditorium Waseca, MN.  A Branson - style Christmas show for the entire family’s enjoyment.  All proceeds go to the local chapter of the American Red Cross. Show will be presented for the final time today, Sunday Dec 4th, 2011 at 2:00 p.m. Tickets available at the Waseca Music Store 507-835-2980 and will also be available at the door.  Adults $10, under 16 free.  


St. Mary’s Christmas Fair – will be held today, Sunday, December 4th, 2011 from 8:30 – Noon in St. Mary’s Social Hall. Come and enjoy  home baked or made items for the Bake Shoppe, cookies in the Cookie Patch, raffle items, silent auction items, kid’s games, a delicious brunch served by the KC’s and the Grade One  Christmas Play.  


Holy Spirit Retreat Center – near Janesville, MN is offering an Advent Day of Reflection: “Strengthened in Hope, Working for Justice”.  This will be presented on December 11, 2011 from  2:00 – 4:00 p.m. with the presenter, Father Paul Johnson, OP.  Fr. Paul will use the Isaiah Advent readings for reflections and input with applications for our daily living during this season.  Suggested donation $10.  


Church of St. Anne’s Le Sueur – will hold their 5th Annual Dad’s Belgian Waffle breakfast on Sunday, December 11th from 8:30 a.m. – 12 Noon at St. Anne’s School in Le Sueur.  All you can eat waffles, sausage and toppings with beverage.  Advance tickets are $7.50; at the door $8.50 and under age 5 are free.  Also offering the Cookie Walk – great way to do your Holiday baking choosing from a large assortment and selling by the pound.  


St. Andrew’s Catholic Church in Elysian – will hold their 5th Annual Christmas Sale-A-Thon on Saturday, today,  Sunday, December 4th from 10 am – noon.  Many crafts including jewelry, purses, wreaths, quilts, towels, pot scrubbers, lounge pants, books, rugs, etc. and Vendors which include Tupperware, Stanly, Fuller, Avon, Tastefully Simple, Pampered Chef, Mary Kay,  Rada Cutlery, Pet supplies, Christmas card photos (for an appointment, call Rachel at 507-317-1543).  There will also be a bake sale and a soup and sandwich lunch available.  


Le Sueur County Santa Anonymous Shop – will be Monday, December 12, from 12 Noon to 6 pm.  Make Christmas special for those 18 & younger in families of limited income within our county.  Donations given to Santa Anonymous are tax deductible & go 100% to the purchase of gifts.  Either Le Center bank will accept your gifts of cash, new toys, socks, hats, mittens, & quilts. Whatever is donated will be distributed.  The shop is located at the St. Mary’s Community Center.  Thank you for any contribution you are able to make.  


United Methodist in Le Center – First Monday Meal will be tomorrow, December 5, at 6:00 p.m.  Join us for food and friendship.  Free will offering accepted.


Good Samaritan Society Home Care -  is looking for 1200 participants.  To see if you qualify please call 507-931-0949.  Have you been discharged from a hospital for no more than two weeks?  Are you Medicare and Medicaid/Medicaid Waiver program funded and been hospitalized during the last 18 months?  Call to ask about programs available.  


St. Wenceslaus – will have a meeting following the Sunday 10:30 a.m. Mass on December 4th to talk about a Holy Week Trip to Italy in 2013.  The trip highlights are a papal audience, major and minor basilicas of Rome, tour of Assisi for 2 days, the Eucharistic miracle of Orvieto and a winery tour.  Come to the gathering or contact � HYPERLINK "http://www.ciaoromatravel.com" �www.ciaoromatravel.com� or � HYPERLINK "mailto:andrea.gibbs@saintwenceslaus.org" �andrea.gibbs@saintwenceslaus.org� or 972-758-0477 for more information.  








Pastoral Minister





Home Communion calls are back on schedule for Tuesday morning.  Patty will be doing calls this week.  Please call the Parish Center if you have not been able to attend church.  





Please report changes to the office by Monday, December 12th, for the new Altar Minister schedule. Thanks!  





And speaking of schedules, there is need for a new schedule for the collection counters as well, beginning with January.  There has been discussion that perhaps the day for counting should be moved to Tuesday.  With so many of the holidays occurring on Mondays, there are several times when the day is moved to Tuesday anyway.  If you are a part of the collection counting group and would care to have some input about changing the counting day to Tuesday, please contact the Parish Center or Kathy Schroer.  





Baptism will be offered on December 18th.  The Feast of Guadalupe will be celebrated on December 11th.  If you are requesting baptism for the 18th, please contact Father Chris for baptism in Spanish or Jo for baptism in English.  Parents and godparents are to attend a class prior to celebrating the sacrament.  





Reminder to all that we do have large print “Living Faith” books available for those of us who are visually challenged.  Pick one up at the Parish Office or call and we can make arrangements to get one to you.  





Have you taken your disappointments to God? Maybe you don’t want to trouble God with your hurts.  After all, he’s got famines and pestilence and wars; he won’t care about your little struggles – or so you think.  Why don’t you let him decide that?  He cared enough about a wedding to provide the wine.  He cared enough about Peter’s tax payment to give him a coin.  He cared enough about the woman at the well to give her answers.  “He cares about you” (1 Peter 5:7)





Jo Sowieja, Pastoral Minister


joso@frontiernet.net











CCW upcoming events:





December 6, 2011 – CCW Christmas Party/Silent Auction/Pot Luck starting with 5:00 p.m. Mass.  





Fall Salad Luncheon note – My apologies to the CCW Membership for being so slow to provide information regarding the Fall Salad Luncheon.  Our CCW Treasurer had a new baby, thus the delay in reporting our profit.  The final amount was $1,459.00.  This amount is down considerably from the Fall of 2010.  The Officers have decided to revert back to Thursday for the luncheon rather than Saturday for the 2012 Fall Luncheon.  Again, thank you for your support.  	


			Sue Leary – Co-Chair











Lighthouse Catholic Media CDs:  As you may notice coming into the church this weekend, we have cleared the titles we had on our racks.  We are in the process of exchanging the titles we had for brand new titles that are sure to enlighten your mind and enliven your heart to the beauty of the Catholic faith.  Many have commented how much they have grown in their understanding of the faith because of these CDs.  Be on the watch in coming weeks for the new titles!  














Donation Envelopes for 2012


Donation envelopes for the 2012 year at St. Mary’s are now available in the West entrance.  Please try to pick yours up as soon as possible.  








Next Sunday Readings:


Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11


Luke 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54


1 Thessalonians 5:16-24


John 1:6-8, 19-24





Choir Announcements


Our December schedule for singing will be as follows:


Today, Sunday, December 4th – practice at 9:15 a.m.


Wednesday, December 7th – singing for 5:30 p.m. Mass; practice in church for Mass parts after Mass.  


Sunday, December 11th – practice at 9:15 a.m.


Monday, December 12 – 6:30 p.m. practice for Christmas


Sunday December 18th – 9:15 a.m.


Wednesday, December 21st – 6:30 p.m. practice for Christmas


Saturday December 24th – 4:00 p.m. – arrive at 3:30 p.m. - need as many Choir members as possible – no youth choir


			  11:00 p.m. – arrive at 10:15 p.m. 














Final Photo Dates – for the Parish Directory will be conducted this coming Monday and Tuesday, December 5th & 6th from 2:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.  There are still times available both days.  To schedule an appointment call Olan Mills at 1-800-866-2263.  You may also submit a family picture to include in the directory.  Please keep the following guidelines in mind: 


4 x 6 or small photo (nothing larger than 8 x 10)


IF a professional photo, you must supply a release from the photographer


Complete family information: names, address, phone number and parish affiliation.


Please participate!  Remember our directory won’t be complete without you!  




















Banns of Marriage:  














Pro-Life Article








David Bereit, the National Director for 40 Days for Life, recently wrote of the amazing benefits of our prayers and action:


 


“Over the Thanksgiving weekend, my cell phone rang with the exciting news from Brian Gibson (head of Pro-Life Action Ministries and Minneapolis-St. Paul 40 Days for Life campaign leader) that Regions Hospital in St. Paul, Minnesota was closing down its abortion facility!  This closure follows SEVEN 40 Days for Life campaigns held in the right-of-way outside the hospital, publicly exposing their deadly side business.  In news stories over the weekend, hospital officials admitted that abortions at their facility had declined by 40% over the past few years and that abortion was no longer economically viable.  Praise God for answered prayers, and congratulations to all the Twin Cities groups and individuals whose efforts over the years contributed to this victory. This makes the 19th abortion facility to close following a 40 Days for Life campaign outside its doors!"  





Watch the inspiring video of Brian Gibson outside the now-closing abortion center at: � HYPERLINK "http://40daysforlife.com/blog/?p=2628" �http://40daysforlife.com/blog/?p=2628�”





St. Mary/St. Henry Pro-life Group








10:00 a.m. Mass – for the Parish


Lectors		Katrina Christian, Heather Budin


Euch. Min.	Bill Hoffman, Lillian Hoffman,


		Dan Meyer, Connie Meyer


Servers		Matt Lloyd, Pat Lloyd, Anna Lloyd


Gift Bearers	Volunteers


Children’s Liturgy of the Word





12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish


Celebration for the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 


4:00 p.m. Christmas celebration with Mass at CHC














