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Pastor’s Corner





Brothers and Sisters in Christ,





Merry Christmas!  Let us celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ in a way that is fitting to the glory of this day – with great joy and thanksgiving for all that God has done for us in Christ Jesus.  I pray that this holiday season is filled with everything that you wish for yourself and for your loved ones.  





This is the time of year when we can look back over the past year and acknowledge the many blessings we have received from on high – the love of family and friends, personal and professional successes, and the prospect of future blessings.  I am reminded of the song of the angels at witnessing the birth of the Christ-child: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will.”  This says it all, don’t you think?  With the coming of Jesus into the world, we have the assurance of true peace in our souls, even if at the same time we might be dealing with our own personal struggles.  Remember today that the angels are offering a message of peace that is possible only because of Jesus Christ.  Let’s embrace that heavenly peace! 





On a personal note, I will be spending Christmas with my family in Kentucky this year following the death of my father.  I will be back this week for daily Masses beginning on Tuesday.  My prayers are with you while I am away.  





God bless,


Fr. Chris Shofner


�HYPERLINK "mailto:fr.chris@hotmail.com"�fr.chris@hotmail.com�

















The St. Mary/St. Henry Pro Life TEAM will meet on Tuesday, December 27, 2011 at 6:45 p.m. at the home of Chuck and Margaret Traxler, Anyone from the parish is most welcome to join our group. 





Mass Schedule


Mon. 26th 	No Mass


		Parish Center closed


Tues. 27th 	9:00 a.m.  opening of adoration


		Home Communion calls - Jo


		Country Neighbors – Rosie


		1:00 p.m. Mission Sewing


5:00 p.m. Mass – Edith Walson+


Wed. 28th 	9:00 a.m. Mass – Keith Hobday+


10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible study 


No Faith Formation classes


Thurs. 29th 	8:55 a.m. Closing of Adoration


		9:00 a.m. Mass – Collins/Schaus Families


		6:45 p.m. Pro Life Team meeting at the 	


		home of Chuck & Margaret Traxler


Fri. 30th 	9:00 a.m. Mass – Fr. Bob Krenik+





Sat.  31st 	3:45 p.m. Reconciliation – St. Mary


4:00 p.m. Mass – Joe & Susan Krenik++


Lectors		Don Callisto, Barb Kavan	


Euch. Min.	Christy Gibbs, Milo Holey


Server		Leah Schloesser


Gift Bearers	Krenik Family





Sun. 1st 	7:30 a.m. Reconciliation – St. Henry


8:00 a.m. Mass – Charles Beer+


Lectors		Madonna Russo, Karl Germscheid


Euch. Min.	Milan Weber


Server		Logan McCabe





10:00 a.m. Mass 


Lectors		Sharon Budin, Tyler Budin


Euch. Min.	Patti Gruetzmacher, Peg Cooney,


		Dale Traxler, Joyce Traxler


Servers		Drew Dwyer, Aaron Dwyer, Jayden Long


Gift Bearers	Volunteers





12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish


	


		


		


	


	













































































Please pray for…





Part of our Christian duty is to pray for each other.  We are including this list of people to pray for.  


Tim Simonette		Roxie Roemhildt


Mary Janovsky 		Dorleen Schmieg


JoAnn Cemensky	Adam Smisek


Matthew Collins		Ken Harkins	


Ryan Holicky		Terry Krenik


Margaret Wondra 	Dave Wolf


Arlene Van Avery	Russ Kopet	


Magdaline Ballman	Ralph Hoey	


Helen Holicky		Ag Collins	


Bonnie Wieland		Lonnie Prososki


Bev Bartelt		LaVonne Brahs


Dorothy Flicek		Deb Pelovsky 


Arlene Peterson		Loren Riebel








All in Central Health Care, Mala Strana, Good Samaritan, Traditions, Villages, Three Links,  Horizon Place, Country Neighbors.


*Some people have requested to not have their name included on this list.  We respect their wishes and ask that you pray for all who are ill.  





Banns of Marriage: 





		Katrina Ruth Holicky & 


Jordan Wynn Christianson











Faith Formation.





NO Faith Formation Class on December 28th.  Classes resume on January 4.  





Please note:  We will not have Children’s Liturgy of the Word on Christmas Day to allow the teachers (and coordinator!) to be with their families.  We WILL, however, have Children’s Liturgy on New Year’s Day.  





Second Grade families will have a Parent/Student meeting on Wednesday, January 4 during the Early Class time.  Please gather in the church.  This mandatory meeting includes information on Reconciliation and First Communion.  





Suddenly a great army of heaven’s angels appeared with the angel, singing praises to �God:  “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom he is pleased!”   Luke 13-14   








Colleen Budin   � HYPERLINK "mailto:colleenb@frontier.com" �colleenb@frontier.com�








 It’s amazing – for the first time in a lot of years, our parish is producing a Altar Ministry Schedule that is so short of Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers that there are places where we suspect that some will be upset because they are scheduled so much, so often, and so close together that it seems a bit unfair and they are absolutely correct – it is unfair!  But there are just plainly and simply not enough to fill all the ministry positions.  





Some of the Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers who have been serving in their positions since Father Kavanagh (that’s 35 – 40 years ago) have chosen to retire and they most certainly have earned that right.  There is a real need for younger parishioners to come forward to fill those positions.  These duties are not difficult.


Lectors – are scheduled (if there are enough to go around) about once every month to six weeks.  Training is provided.  The only prerequisite is that you are able to read well and are willing to spend some time prior to your scheduled reading date preparing by pre-reading your assigned readings.  There is not a set age for this.  Some have questioned as to why we have some of the young doing readings – first of all it is wonderful experience for them, second they should be commended for wanting to do this and third, if you don’t care for the job they are doing perhaps you would like to volunteer?  


Eucharistic Ministers – again, are scheduled about once every month to six weeks and are provided with training.  The prerequisite for this duty is that you be confirmed and practicing your faith and wish to provide this service to your parish with  reverence for the Eucharist and awareness of the privilege it is to be able to serve in that capacity.  


Can you volunteer for only one position?  Certainly not – we have several who are Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Usher/Greeters, Choir members and so on.  It is best to serve in only one capacity – lector or Eucharistic minister – at one time.  





Here are some examples of what the challenge is: 


10:00 a.m. Mass – is now at 21 Eucharistic Ministers.  Of those, 4 are also serving as Lectors, 3 take off for the winter months – there needs to be 4 scheduled for three weekends a month and 5 on the fourth weekend.  The math doesn’t work here!  4:00 p.m. Mass – is now at 14 Eucharistic Ministers.  Of those, 4 are also serving as lectors, one is off for Jan/Feb and there needs to be 2 scheduled for three weeks and 4 for one week. Again, there’s a math problem here.  





Guess we can’t explain it much better than that – bottom line is that there needs to be new people coming forward to help out.  Is it possible that you are willing to serve?  Please call the Parish Center – 357-4838 or 357-6633 








Choir Announcements





St. Mary's Choir will also be singing on Saturday, Dec. 31 at the 4:30 Mass. 











St. Henry Sacrificial Giving





Weekly budget is $675.00





Sunday Adult	$    365.00


Plate		$      45.00


		$     410.00	-$265.00





	











Church cleaning – Dianne Traxler & Nickie Traxler are scheduled to have the church cleaned by January 8, 2012. 





St. Mary’s Sacrificial Giving





Weekly Budget      $ 3,500.00





Sunday Adult	$ 	3,675.62


Plate		$      	   153.00


Youth		$ 	       9.00       


		$ 	3,837.62	+$337.62





Third Capital Campaign began July 1, 2011 & runs to June 30, 2014


Cash & Commitments	$ 193,227.97


Cash this week		$     6,330.49


Cash to date		$    82,689.97


Pledge cards may still be returned – if you do not have one there are extras located at the church entrances.  147 cards returned to date.


Loan Balance as of 11/23/2011         $630,781.66


Thank you & bless you for your continued 


generosity!














Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry


165 N Waterville Ave


Le Center MN  56057


Phone - 507-357-6633


Phone/Fax - 507-357-4838


Parish Website: www.stmarysthenry.org


Parish Staff Office Hours:


Fr. Christopher Shofner – Pastor (Tuesday - Friday)


Jo Sowieja - Pastoral Minister	(Monday, Tuesday, Thursday)


Colleen Budin – Faith Formation (variable schedule for summer)


Judy La Framboise – Secretary/Receptionist 


		(Tuesday a.m., Wednesday, Thursday p.m., Friday a.m.)


Tara Robinson – Accounting	(Tuesday & Thursday)


Bill Collins Jr. – Maintenance	(Monday – Friday)


Terri McMillen - Music Ministry





Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Friday


Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted by the end of the work day on Wednesday. 





Sacramental Information


Baptism - offered once each month (except during Lent).  Contact Jo for baptism in English; contact Fr. Chris for baptism in Spanish


Marriage - contact Fr. Chris or Jo at least 6 months in advance.  All couples must complete a weekend retreat as well as marriage preparation classes with either Fr. Chris or Jo.  


Confirmation - youth are prepared in grades 8, 9 & 10.  For adult confirmation - contact Jo.


Anointing of the Sick - communal anointing for the Parish once each year in the spring.  For private anointing, contact Fr. Chris


Communion calls for ill or homebound - please contact Jo


R.C.I.A. - classes form in September and January.  Contact Jo


Adult Education - contact Fr. Chris or Jo


For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Judy.











The Nativity of


The Lord





December 25, 2011








Mass Schedule





Saturday      4:30 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday      	8:00 AM (St. Henry)


10:00 AM (St. Mary)


     		12:00 PM (St. Mary,Spanish)


Tuesday        5:00 PM Mass


Wednesday   9:00 AM Mass


Thursday       9:00 AM Mass


Friday      	9:00 AM Mass





Reconciliation


Saturday	3:45 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday	7:30 AM (St. Henry)


Adoration


Opening	9:00 AM Tuesday


Closing	8:55 AM Thursday




















Announcements for Communities/Organizations in the Area 





Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat – if you are struggling with an abortion experience, experience the healing love of Jesus Christ on a Rachel’s Vineyard weekend retreat on January 6 – 8, 2012 in the Twin Cities area.  For more information or registration contact Nancy at � HYPERLINK "mailto:rvr-nancy@usfamily.net" �rvr-nancy@usfamily.net� or 763-250-9313. Additional information can also be found on the Rachel’s Vineyard website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.rachelsvineyard.org" �www.rachelsvineyard.org�.


Men experience many of the same painful emotions as women after abortion.  But they often mistakenly believe their feelings are unwarranted.  Without an outlet men may feel withdrawn, depressed, or emotionally volatile.  The pain of abortion affects all involved, including men.  We can help.  Contact Project Rachel for confidential individual referrals.  651-291 4515 or email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:respectlife@archspm.org" �respectlife@archspm.org�


Couple to Couple League – will be offering a series of classes, for engaged and married couples, on the Sympto-Thermal Method of Natural Family Planning at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church in Hastings.  This series uses CCLS new streamlined methodology and new materials incorporating Pope John Paul II’s Theology of the Body.  Series begins on Saturday, January 14, 2012 at 9:00 a.m. Registration: � HYPERLINK "http://twincities.ccli.org" �http://twincities.ccli.org� or call 612-721-3791.








Pastoral Minister





I will be doing home Communion calls on Tuesday morning.  Rosie will be taking to Country Neighbors.  





Schedules for Meals on Wheels and Collection Counting were mailed last week.  The Altar Ministry schedule is due to go out this coming week.  Please see the note at the bottom of this page pertaining to Altar Ministers. The January calendar is included with your bulletin this weekend. 





Remember – Parish Center is closed then Monday after Christmas and New Year both.   





His Name is Jesus


Although millions have spoken the name of Jesus, look at the person selected to stand at the front of the line.  Joseph.  Of all the saints, sinners, prodigals, and preachers who have spoken the name, Joseph, a blue-collar, small-town construction worker said it first.  He cradled the wrinkled-faced prince of heaven and with an audience of angels and pigs, whispered, “Jesus….You’ll be called Jesus”   





Jo Sowieja, Pastoral Minister


joso@frontiernet.net














Lighthouse Catholic Media CDs





The new CDs have arrived and are in place!  Our focus this week is on “The True Meaning of Christmas” by Archbishop Fulton Sheen.  Countless souls all over the world have been inspired by the books, tapes, homilies, retreats, and television series of Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen.  This digitally mastered presentation combines classic recordings of his timeless reflections on the meaning of the incarnation of Jesus, mixed with Gregorian chant and season music.  It is sure to become a family favorite!  


	“This is an absolute MUST for Advent every year!  Archbishop Sheen has a beautiful way of explaining the miracle of Christmas!” Phyllis – Bangor, ME.  








 Next Sunday Readings:





Numbers 6:22-27


Galatians 4:4-7


Luke 2: 16-21

















Banns of Marriage:  














We extend our condolences to Janice Selly at the loss of her sister, Dolores Schindler who was buried from her home this past week.  May she rest in peace and may her family find comfort in her memory.  





“Children need our presence more than our presents.”





Wishing you a very Merry Christmas from the St. Mary/St. Henry Pro Life TEAM! 








End of the year donation information:


Please be aware with December 31/January 1st occurring on the weekend you need to be aware that all contributions received on Saturday will still be applied to the 2011 calendar year.  However, contributions received on Sunday will be applied to the 2012 year.  If you wish to have your donation applied to the 2011 donation year please be certain to have it to the Parish Center before or on December 31, 2011.  This is for both parishes.


Parish Envelopes


St. Henry donation envelopes for 2012 are available this weekend in the back of church.  Any envelopes left for St. Mary’s are now in the Parish Office and can be picked up from there.  











