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Pastor’s Corner





Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 





I had the opportunity this past week to visit the National Shrine of St. Odilia in Onamia, Minnesota.  St. Odilia is a powerful intercessor for us, particularly for afflictions of the eye.  Her shrine is cared for by the Crosier Fathers.  It consists only of a small chapel that has a reproduction of the reliquary (a box) that the faithful used to transfer the remains of St. Odilia in the 13th century, and a small area that contains an icon of the saint and two of her bone fragments displayed for public veneration.  Despite the simplicity of the shrine, it was a powerful experience to be there and ask St. Odilia for her intercession.  





Relics are a part of the Catholic tradition that many people know little about.  Relics can be divided into three types: 


First-class relics are small pieces of the actual bone, skin or hair of a saint.  


Second-class relics are items that belonged to the saint or that the saint used frequently during their life—for example, their clothing, rosary, Bible, etc.


Third-class relics are items (usually a medal or a piece of cloth) that have been touched to the first or second-class relic of a saint.  





There are many stories of miraculous healings associated with the veneration and use of relics, though they are not to be used superstitiously as if they have any power within themselves.  In the fourth century St. Jerome wrote: “We do not worship [relics], we do not adore [relics], for fear that we should bow down to the creature rather than to the Creator, but we venerate the relics of the martyrs in order the better to adore Him whose martyrs they are.”  In other words, we reverence the relics of saints as an act of faith and love in the God who worked so powerfully in their lives to make them saints.  





Can we find evidence for the use of relics in Scripture?  Yes.  The greatest example is the reverence and love shown for the body of Jesus after he died.  Jesus was the holiest of all who ever lived, and those who loved him venerated his body by anointing it with spices and perfumed oils.  The Old Testament describes how a dead man was brought to life by touching his body to the bones of Elisha (2 Kings 13:20-21).  The Gospel describes how a woman was cured of a hemorrhage by touching the hem of Christ’s cloak (Matthew 9:20-22).  The sick were healed when St. Peter’s shadow passed over them (Acts 5:14-16).  And we’re told that when the handkerchiefs and aprons of St. Paul were touched to the sick, their diseases were cured and evil spirits came out of them (Acts 19:11-12).  











Banns of marriage:


	Brittney Holicky & John Ahlskog





Mass Schedule


Mon. 8th 	No Mass


		5:15 – 8:00 p.m. VBS 


Tues. 9th 	9:00 a.m. Opening of adoration


		Home Communion calls – Patty


		Country Neighbors - Diane


		5:00 p.m. Mass – Agnes Macho+


		5:15 – 8:00 p.m. VBS 


Wed. 10th 	9:00 a.m. Mass – Dennis Kelly+


		5:15 – 8:00 p.m. VBS


Thurs. 11th 	8:55 a.m. Closing of Adoration


9:00 a.m. Mass – living/deceased of the


	Fritz & Audrey Cemensky Family


5:15 – 8:00 p.m. final VBS


Fri. 12th 	9:00 a.m. Mass – Bill Collins Sr.+





Sat.  13th 	3:45 p.m. Reconciliation


4:30 p.m. Mass – living/deceased of the White 


		& Hottinger Families


Lectors		Julie Deutsch, Sr. Pat Hottinger


Euch. Min.	Milo Holey, Sue Macho


Server		Marisa Macho


Gift Bearers	White Family


		Baptism Sunday


 Sun. 14th 	7:30 a.m. Reconciliation	


		8:00 a.m. Mass   for Bernie Widmer+


Lectors		Dick Wieland, Earle Traxler


Euch. Min.	Mike Boettcher


Server		Josh Holicky


		10:00 a.m. Mass for the Parish  


Lectors		Don Budin, Curtis Budin


Euch. Min.	Darian Hunt, Tim Traxler, 


		Patti Gruetzmacher, Peg Cooney


Servers		Megan Steffen, Maddie Chadderdon,


		Allie Hertaus


Gift Bearers	Volunteer


Baptism after Mass


		12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish


Baptism after Mass




























































































Please pray for…





Part of our Christian duty is to pray for each other.  We are including this list of people to pray for.  





Randy Campbell  	Tim Simonette		


Mary Janovsky 		Dorleen Schmieg	


Ron Mangan 		JoAnn Cemensky


Darlene Huonder	Matthew Collins		


Ken Harkins		Ryan Holicky	


Terry Krenik		Dave Ugland


Margaret Wondra	LaVonne Goettl


Cindy Wolf		Dave Wolf		


Russ Kopet		Carol Widmer	





All in Central Health Care, Mala Strana, Good Samaritan, Traditions, Villages, Three Links, Ecumen of Sand Prairie, Horizon Place, Country Neighbors











Faith Formation.  





SonSurf Beach Bash the Vacation Bible School process for this year will begin this Sunday evening August 7th at 5:15 p.m. at St. Mary’s and will run through Thursday evening, August 11th.  Students should arrive at 5:15 for the supper and will be finished at 7:50 p.m. each night.  Please come dressed for crafts and play.  It is okay for kids coming from swimming lessons to be fed a few minutes later.  





Parishioners and parents have been wonderful about donating items for food and crafts.  Thank you all so much!  This fun week of learning about Jesus is made possible through the efforts of so many!  





Colleen Budin � HYPERLINK "mailto:colleenb@frontier.com" �colleenb@frontier.com�




















Faithful Followers of Christ,   





You are essential in the fight against evil in our world, particularly the killing of unborn children, which is practiced and promoted by Planned Parenthood.  In 2010 alone, Planned Parenthood of Minnesota aborted 4033 babies.  Because of the seriousness and scope of this evil, we plan in the coming weeks to describe the work of Planned Parenthood, and present good alternatives to many of their services and claims.  





It is sad to learn that Planned Parenthood is building a new 46,000-square-foot abortion facility in St. Paul, near Hamline and Concordia Universities.  According to MCCL (Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life), one of Planned Parenthood’s reasons for building this new facility is the expectation of additional abortion business.  Access to the building will be restricted, so as to provide privacy to those entering the building.  That means that Pro-Life sidewalk counselors, who have the legal right to assemble peacefully outside abortion clinics, will be prevented from talking to women and their companions entering the facility.  





However, there is good news to report as well.  Planned Parenthood, in a move they call “streamlining,” is closing six of its clinics in outstate Minnesota – in Thief River Falls, Brainerd, Red Wing, Owatonna, Albert Lea and Fairmont.  Eighteen facilities remain open in the state, resulting in a 23% cut in the number of deceptively friendly neighborhood abortion clinics.  





We encourage you to continue reading our articles so that together we can make this enormous evil of abortion known and defeated.  Together we can create a culture that values life at all its stages, from the moment of conception to natural death.  





St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team














St. Mary’s is grateful to the St. Mary’s Thrift Store – for their quarterly donations of:





$1,000 to the CCW


$500 to Calvary Cemetery 


$1, 294.35 to St. Mary’s 


$131.24 to pay for items in the Social Hall Kitchen


These donations are made possible by the hard work of the Volunteers who tend to the Thrift Store, through the donations that are received and most of all through the patrons who shop there.  Thank you to all involved.  





St. Henry Sacrificial Giving





Weekly budget is $675.00





Sunday Adult	$    560.00


Plate		$      42.77


		$    602.77	-$72.23





	











Church cleaning – Terry Blaschko & Charlene Boettcher are scheduled to have the church cleaned by August 21st, 2011. 





St. Mary’s Sacrificial Giving





Weekly Budget      $ 3,500.00





Sunday Adult	$2, 141.92


Plate		$    126.90


Youth		$      13.00


		$ 2,281.82	-$1,218.18








Third Capital Campaign began July 1, 2011 & runs to June 30, 2014


Cash & Commitments	$154,128.50


Cash this week		      1,470.00


Cash to date		    43,477.50


126 out of approximately 520 households have returned their pledge cards to indicate their intentions for the coming campaign.  If you have not returned your pledge card, please do so at your earliest convenience.  If you no longer have your pledge card, extras can be found at the church entrances.  


7/26/2011 Payment 			$30,000.00


Loan Balance 			          $650,971.12


Thank you & bless you for your continued generosity!














Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry


165 N Waterville Ave


Le Center MN  56057


Phone - 507-357-6633


Phone/Fax - 507-357-4838


Parish Website: www.stmarysthenry.org


Parish Staff Office Hours:


Fr. Christopher Shofner – Pastor (Tuesday - Friday)


Jo Sowieja - Pastoral Minister	(Monday, Tuesday, Thursday)


Colleen Budin – Faith Formation (variable schedule for summer)


Judy La Framboise – Secretary/Receptionist 


		(Tuesday a.m., Wednesday, Thursday p.m., Friday a.m.)


Tara Robinson – Accounting	(Tuesday & Thursday)


Bill Collins Jr. – Maintenance	(Monday – Friday)


Terri McMillen - Music Ministry





Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Friday


Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted by the end of the work day on Wednesday. 





Sacramental Information


Baptism - offered once each month (except during Lent).  Contact Jo for baptism in English; contact Fr. Chris for baptism in Spanish


Marriage - contact Fr. Chris or Jo at least 6 months in advance.  All couples must complete a weekend retreat as well as marriage preparation classes with either Fr. Chris or Jo.  


Confirmation - youth are prepared in grades 8, 9 & 10.  For adult confirmation - contact Jo.


Anointing of the Sick - communal anointing for the Parish once each year in the spring.  For private anointing, contact Fr. Chris


Communion calls for ill or homebound - please contact Jo


R.C.I.A. - classes form in September and January.  Contact Jo


Adult Education - contact Fr. Chris or Jo


For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Judy.











Nineteenth Sunday in 


Ordinary Time





August 7, 2011








Mass Schedule





Saturday      4:30 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday      	8:00 AM (St. Henry)


10:00 AM (St. Mary)


     		12:00 PM (St. Mary,Spanish)


Tuesday        5:00 PM Mass


Wednesday   9:00 AM Mass


Thursday       9:00 AM Mass


Friday      	9:00 AM Mass





Reconciliation


Saturday	3:45 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday	7:30 AM (St. Henry)


Adoration


Opening	9:00 AM Tuesday


Closing	8:55 AM Thursday




















Announcements for Communities/Organizations in the Area


  


Home Free Vocal Band Concert – will be presented on August 28th at 3:00 p.m. at the Bjorling Recital Hall at Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter.  The award winning acappella group is a distinctive combination of comedy and music featuring five male vocalists with extensive theatrical and musical training.  Tickets go on sale July 1.  To buy tickets or for more information call First Lutheran Church of St. Peter (507-934-3060) or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:flcsp@flcstp.org" �flcsp@flcstp.org�.  Proceeds benefit First Lutheran Church building fund.  To learn more about Home Free go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.homefreevocalband.com" �www.homefreevocalband.com�.  


The Church of the Immaculate Conception, Lonsdale – will have its Annual Parish Festival today, August 7, 2011.  Polka Mass at 10:00 a.m. featuring the I.C. Church Choir.  Roast Beef and Hot Ham dinner including homemade rolls and kolacky and pies served buffet style from 10:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  Take outs available - $10.00 adults, children 0 – 19 $5.00.  Snack Bar, entertainment, drawing at 5:00 p.m. – winner need not be present, refreshments, Bakery Booth, Country Market, Crafts, Bingo, Chance Booth, children’s games and fun for all.  


Understanding Grief – Mayo Clinic Health System Hospice is sponsoring a seminar for families and individuals who have experienced the death of a loved one.  This seminar describes common physical, emotional, social and spiritual responses to loss.  It offers strategies for working toward healthy integration of a loss.  This will be an educational as well as sharing seminar and will be held on Thursday, August 11, 2011, from 6 – 7:30 p.m. at the Le Sueur Public Library 118 E. Ferry Street in Le Sueur.  There is no cost to attend the seminar, but pre-registration is necessary.  For more information or to register, call the Hospice Office at 507-385-2989 or 1-800-327-3721, ext. 2989.  


Divine Mercy Catholic Church, Faribault – is hosting Spirit fest today, August 7th at their new church facility at 139 Mercy Drive in Faribault from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.  Many food options including a hog roast dinner, authentic Mexican fare and burgers and brats, corn on the cob, cheese curds, and beer garden to name a few.  Entertainment by the Czech Area Concertina and DJ Chopper.  Raffles, silent auction, water wars, farmers market and much more.  Check out the flyer on the bulletin boards or call 507-334-2266 for more information. 


Church of the Nativity in Cleveland – will have their famous Men’s Chicken Dinner and Parish festival today, August 7th.  The day begins with a Polka Mass at 8:30 a.m. followed by a delicious all-you-can-eat chicken dinner from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.  Antique car show, beer garden, silent auction, games, fun for all!  


Marystown Festival – St. Mary of the Purification on Marystown Road in Shakopee – will be held  Sunday, August 21, 2011 from 11 am – 8 pm.  Smorgasbord Dinner from 11 am – 2 pm.  Lots of fun things to do – see the flyers on the bulletin boards.  Beer garden (including wine this year), hamburger stand with burgers, pork sandwiches, hot dogs and sweet corn, snack shack with ice cream, pies, sundaes and much more, Czech Area Concertina Club starts at 4 pm.  Auction starts at 3 pm.  Raffle drawing after the auction – 15850 Marystown Road, Shakopee.  


Church of St. Wenceslaus in New Prague – Festival will be held on Saturday August 13th and Sunday, August 14th.  Check out the flyers on the bulletin boards for all the events including a Polka Mass Saturday evening at 5 pm and again at 8:30 and 10:30 Sunday morning.  Lots of entertainment, raffles, booths with crafts, candy, baking, Euchre tournament, and entertainment all day long. Chicken Dinner served from 11:30 am – 3:00 pm.  


Most Holy Trinity Parish in Veseli – will host their annual Ho-Down on Sunday August 21st beginning with 11:00 a.m. Polka Mass.  Chicken cook-out starting at 11:30; continuous music from 12:00 noon to 6:15 p.m.  Lots of other games and activities.  See the flyer on the bulletin boards.  


The Archbishop Harry J. Flynn Catechetical Institute will begin another Two year course at the St. Paul Seminary – under the direction of Mr. Jeff Cavins and taught by some of the best instructors in the Twin Cities, the program follows the four pillars of the Catechism of the Catholic Church and will make sense of all things Catholic, deepen our faith, and lay out the roadmap to heaven.  Classes are divided into four – eleven week modules and meet on Monday evenings, 7 – 9 pm with two Saturday morning formative sessions per modules.  Applications are now being accepted for the class beginning September 2011.  For more information and an application, call (651) 962-6890 or visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.saintpaulseminary.org" �www.saintpaulseminary.org� 


St. John the Baptist in Mankato Annual Salad Luncheon – Thursday, August 11th, 2011 from 11 am – 1 pm in Matthews Hall, lower level, 632 S Broad St in Mankato.  Large variety of salads and casseroles served with rolls, desserts and beverage - $6.00 adults, children ages 5-12 $3.00 and under age 5 are free.  All proceeds go to Kids Against Hunger.  


Le Center Dollars for Scholars – is accepting applications for the Le Center Community Scholarship.  Scholarships will be awarded to Le Center residents that are either currently attending a post secondary educational institution or planning to attend this fall.  Individuals must be a resident of Le Center.  To receive an application visit the City of Le Center’s website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.cityoflecenter.com" �www.cityoflecenter.com� – at the bottom of the home page is a link to an application.  Questions – please contact Sheila Huber at 507-357-6767 or email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:keshuber@frontiernet.net" �keshuber@frontiernet.net�.  Application deadline is September 15, 2011.  





Pastoral Minister





Patty will be back on home Communion calls for Tuesday morning.  Please call if you have not been able to attend Mass.  





Next Monday, August 15th is the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin into heaven.  Father will do only one Mass for that day, at 9:00 a.m.  There is a distinct possibility that the final report on the Festival may not be complete by that time.  At this time there is no plan to present that information on that date.  We will pass along the Festival information as soon as it is available. 





By the end of this month of August a new Altar Minister schedule will need to be created and sent out to all involved.  This schedule will go through December 31/January 1st of 2012.  If you wish to make any special requests as far as the schedule is concerned please contact me by Monday, August 15th.  If I have not heard from you by then I will assume that you are to be scheduled in your “usual” manner.  





Bitterness is its own prison.  The sides are slippery with resentment.  A floor of muddy anger stills the feet.  The stench of betrayal fills the air and stings the eyes.  A cloud of self-pity blocks the view of the tiny exit above.


So how does God deal with your bitter heart?  He reminds you that what you have is more important than what you don’t have.  You still have your relationship with God.  No one can take that away.  





Jo Sowieja, Pastoral Minister


joso@frontiernet.net








Bob & Mary Jo White Golden Wedding anniversary – open house will be held on Sunday,  August 13th from 3 – 4:30 p.m. and 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. following the 4:30 p.m. Mass at St. Mary’s Social Hall.  All are welcome!





St. Mary’s Thrift Store – will have a half price sale on all clothing the week of August 16 – 19th.  There is an especially large selection of children’s clothing.  Check us out!  Open from 10 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday of each week.  





CCW upcoming events:





August 18, 2011, 6:00 p.m. – Leadership Training


		Divine Mercy Parish in Faribault


August 30, 2011, 5:30 p.m. – Board meeting for


		St. Mary’s CCW 


September 6, 2011, after 5:00 p.m. Mass – CCW 


		General meeting & pot luck


September 24, 2011 – Saturday – Fall Hot Dish & Salad Luncheon at St. Mary’s 11:00 – 12:30 pm





Lighthouse Catholic Media CD of the Week


“The Passion of Christ in Light of the Holy Shroud of Turin” by Fr. Francis Peffley





The Holy Shroud of Turin was called the greatest relic in Christendom by Pope John Paul II.  In fact, the Shroud is the most studied scientific object in the entire world.  Fr. Peffley presents new and detailed scientific and medical evidence for the authenticity of the Holy Shroud.  This presentation brings greater clarity as to the depth of the agony of our Lord’s sorrowful Passion, which he voluntarily took on for love of us. 





“Fr. Peffley answered all the questions I had about the shroud.  After listening to this presentation, I came away with a much deeper love for Christ’s love for us on the cross.”  ~ Aaron – Elburn, IL 














Relics are an important part of our Catholic life.  They remind us of the power of God to transform our hearts and make us saints.  They remind us of those who persevered in their faith and gained the victory through Jesus Christ.  If you get the chance to see the relics of the saints, I encourage you to do it, so that you can praise God for His power and goodness. 





God bless,


Fr. Chris Shofner  


� HYPERLINK "mailto:fr.chris@hotmail.com" ��fr.chris@hotmail.com�











Next Sunday Readings:


Isaiah 56:6-7


Romans 11:13-15; 29-32


Matthew 15: 21-28




















Banns of Marriage:  




















Mon. 15th 	Feast of the Assumption 





		9:00 a.m. Mass


Lectors		Charles Traxler, Margaret Traxler


Euch. Min.	Joyce Traxler, Dale Traxler


Servers		Volunteers


Gift Bearers	Volunteers








Volunteers!





Until you or a family member become ill or are placed for long or short term care in a facility you perhaps cannot fully comprehend the importance of Volunteer Eucharistic Ministers who take time each week to bring Holy Communion and a short visit to these people.  Several of our Volunteers have been doing these duties for an extended period of time; some need a break at times and there are not the “extras” available who will take the job on for a week or so.  Our Eucharistic Ministers provide Communion to Central Health Care, Horizon Place, Country Neighbors, and Centennial Plaza and to individuals in their homes.  If you feel you could possibly assist on a regular or semi-regular basis please call the Parish Center – 357-4838.  The rewards are amazing – those you serve are appreciative beyond words.  








