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Pastor’s Corner





Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 





We are now about halfway through our Lenten season.  How’s it going?  Are you still as enthusiastic as you were on Ash Wednesday, following through on those Lenten disciplines that you set for yourself?  Or did you start off strong but have since lost the motivation?  Or have you still not found the motivation to make these forty days a time of spiritual growth and renewal?  Regardless of where you’re at, knowing that we’re halfway to Easter Sunday can be the encouragement we need to renew our commitment to prepare ourselves for Christ’s death and resurrection.  I encourage you to take advantage of the prayer booklets, pamphlets and CD’s we have available at the church entrances to help you in your preparations.  Your Bible and rosary will also be indispensable in helping you to grow in your faith.    





I have been hearing very positive feedback regarding the CD’s that we’re offering through Lighthouse Catholic Media.  These presentations are meant to inspire us, deepen our understanding of the faith, and motivate us to live out our faith more actively.  And it seems to be doing the job!  I can see the difference in my own faith life as well.  If you haven’t browsed the titles we’re offering, I encourage you to do so.  New titles will be offered periodically, so keep checking it from time to time.  





Recently, I have been meeting individually with our 10th Graders in a final interview before they receive the Sacrament of Confirmation on May 9.  We’ve been discussing how Confirmation is the moment when an individual confirms the faith for themselves (this is the same faith that their parents and godparents professed for them at their baptism).  They’re making the step of taking greater responsibility for their faith (not that they don’t still need guidance from others in the Church).  Every year I am deeply impressed by the desire that many of these kids express about wanting to grow in their faith, and wanting their parents to take a spiritual lead in doing so.  











Mass Schedule


Mon. 4th 	9:00 a.m. Stations of the Cross


Tues.5th 	9:00 a.m. Mass – Bob Blaschko+


		Opening of adoration after Mass


		1:00 p.m. Mission Sewing 


Wed. 6th 	No Mass – Fr. Chris & Judy at meeting


		5:15 & 6:45 p.m. Faith Formation classes


		6:45 p.m. Youth Group


Thurs. 7th 	8:55 a.m. Closing of Adoration


9:00 a.m. Mass – Mary Eileen Traxler+


Fri. 8th 		9:00 a.m. Mass – Monica Holicky+


		7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross


		


Sat.  9th 	9:00 a.m. Mass – Ethel Hoel+


3:15 p.m. Reconciliation – St. Mary


		4:30 p.m. Mass for John Krenik+


Lectors		Bette Traxler, Norb Krenik


Euch. Min.	Gene Holicky, Jenn Kohnert


Servers		Leah Schloesser, Jaret Kohnert


Gift Bearers	Krenik Family


 Sun. 10th 	7:30 a.m. Reconciliation – St. Henry


		8:00 a.m. Mass for the Parish 


Lectors		Lloyd Stauff, Madonna Russo


Euch. Min.	Patti Germscheid


Servers		Tom Genelin


KC Breakfast serving from 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon


		10:00 a.m. Mass for the Parish


Lectors		Julie Deutsch, Mary Jo White


Euch. Min.	Ann McCabe, Francis Meyer,


		Darian Hunt, Ruth Germscheid


Servers		Ted Grof, Andrea Grof, Olivia Schoenbauer


Gift Bearers	Volunteers


		12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish





7:00 p.m. 	Lenten Penance Service


































































































Choir Practice Schedule


There are only three weeks of practice before Palm Sunday (Choir sings at the Saturday 4:30 p.m. Mass) so please make as many practices as possible.


Tuesday, April 5th, 6:30 p.m.


Thursday, April 14th 6:30 p.m.


Wednesday, April 20th, 6:30 p.m.





Our schedule for singing is:


Saturday, April 16th, 4:30 p.m.  Palm/Passion Sunday Mass - please be there by 4:15 p.m.  Sunday April 17th is the Belgian Waffle Breakfast – tickets will be out this week and work schedules will be done shortly too.


Holy Thursday, April 21, 7:00 p.m. Mass


Good Friday, April 22, 3:00 p.m. Service


Easter Vigil, April 23, 8:30 p.m.








Faith Formation





Most of our students in grades 2-9 received the Sacrament of Reconciliation this past week.  The remaining students will have their opportunity on April 13th.  





Students in grades 9 and 10 had two dynamic retreat experiences this past week.  ALL were blessed by these teams of very inspired young people sharing their love of God. Both retreat teams gave great reactions to our student’s participation.  Apologies to the 10th grade families for the miscommunication on the ending time of that retreat.  I was pacing in the kitchen as you were waiting – while the students were sharing time with God in church!  Oh, to be so fortunate every time we wait for them!  





Parents and students in our 2nd Grade will have their First Communion Preparation Night on Thursday, April 28th beginning at 5:15 p.m. with supper.  This will be our last meeting time before their First Holy Communion on May 1st.  Please join in prayer for all future sacrament recipients this spring.  





The Vacation Bible School theme and dates have been set ~ mark your calendars!  We will dive into SonSurf Beach Bash from Sunday, August 7 to Thursday August 11th.  The date has been shifted this year in order to include the many families participating in swimming lessons.  Watch for registrations being sent home with Faith Formation students in grades K-5 in early April.  Students in grades 6 and up are invited to help in this 5 day adventure!





Our final Children’s Liturgy of the Word will be on Easter Sunday, April 24th at the 10 a.m. Mass.  This wonderful new tradition will start up again in the fall!  





“Do not lose your courage then, because it brings with it a great reward.  You need to be patient, in order to do the will of God and receive what He promises.”  Hebrews 10:35-36





Colleen Budin


� HYPERLINK "mailto:colleenb@frontier.com" �colleenb@frontier.com�











Festival Raffle envelopes show up this week in your boxes.  Please begin doing what you can as we edge up to Festival, 2011 on July 17th!  Tickets are printed in May!  





Our congratulations and best wishes are extended to Jerome & Carrie Goettl who exchanged their marriage vows this past weekend.  May God bless you with many years of happiness!  





St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team


On Sunday, March 20 eight parishioners from St. Mary & St. Henry parishes, along with Fr. Chris, attended the Culture of Life Speakers series talk “The Sacredness of Human Life from Beginning to End” at Divine Mercy Church in Faribault.  Following the talks by Bishop Quinn of Winona and Archbishop Nienstedt, a brief question-and-answer session was held.  Although all the questions were good, one stuck out in my mind.  A question was asked whether medications for terminally ill patients are allowed, even though the use of them could hasten death.  The Archbishop’s answer was enlightening.  As long as they are not used to intentionally cause death, the Church allows use of such palliative care.  





The Wikipedia definition of palliative care is as follows: “Palliative care is any form of medical care or treatment that concentrates on reducing the severity of disease symptoms, rather than striving to halt, delay or reverse progression of the disease itself or provide a cure.  The goal is to prevent and relieve suffering and to improve the quality of life for people facing serious, complex illness.  Unlike hospice, palliative care is not dependent on prognosis and is offered in conjunction with curative and all other appropriate forms of medical treatment.”





Some great handouts were also available that evening, such as the Minnesota Catholic Health Care Directive form, approved by the Catholic Bishops of Minnesota on December 6, 2006.  This form allows a person to make choices now concerning their health care in the case of one day not being able to.  If you would like a copy of this form, call the Minnesota Catholic Conference at 651-227-8777 or download it at � HYPERLINK "http://www.mncc.org/" �www.mncc.org� (under the Resources tab, click “Documents and Publications” and then “Healthcare Directive” on the right).  


 














St. Henry Sacrificial Giving





Weekly budget is $675.00





Sunday Adult	$ 1,105.00


Plate		$     38.00


		$ 1,143.00	+$468.00





Catholic Services Appeal	Goal $2,500.00


22 responding			        $1,800.00





 CRS collection for Japan	$623.50











Church cleaning at St. Henry – Jean Hunt & Dolores Wieland are scheduled to have the church cleaned by Sunday, April 10, 2011.





St. Mary’s Sacrificial Giving





Weekly Budget      $ 3,500.00





Sunday Adult	$ 4,219.75


Plate		$    133.10


Youth		$        8.00


		$ 4,360.85	+860.85





Catholic Service Appeal		 Goal is $12,500.00


160 responding				    6,100.48





CRS collection for Japan		$  2,026.90





Capital Campaign


Cash & Commitments	$ 649,000.09


Cash this week		$       579.00


Cash to date		$ 534,771.65


Present balance on the building:


March 25, 2011		$ 696,049.19	


Thank you & bless you for your continued generosity!








Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry


165 N Waterville Ave


Le Center MN  56057


Phone - 507-357-6633


Phone/Fax - 507-357-4838





Parish Website: www.stmarysthenry.org





Parish Staff


Fr. Christopher Shofner - Pastor


Jo Sowieja - Pastoral Minister


Colleen Budin – Faith Formation


Judy La Framboise - Office Manager


Bill Collins Jr. - Maintenance


Terri McMillen - Music Ministry





Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Friday


Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted by the end of the work day on Wednesday. 





Sacramental Information


Baptism - offered once each month (except during Lent).  Contact Jo for baptism in English; contact Fr. Chris for baptism in Spanish


Marriage - contact Fr. Chris or Jo at least 6 months in advance.  All couples must complete a weekend retreat as well as marriage preparation classes with either Fr. Chris or Jo.  


Confirmation - youth are prepared in grades 8, 9 & 10.  For adult confirmation - contact Jo.


Anointing of the Sick - communal anointing for the Parish once each year in the spring.  For private anointing, contact Fr. Chris


Communion calls for ill or homebound - please contact Jo


R.C.I.A. - classes form in September and January.  Contact Jo


Adult Education - contact Fr. Chris or Jo


For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Judy.














The Fourth Sunday of Lent


April 3, 2011





Mass Schedule





Saturday       9:00 AM (St. Mary)


4:30 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday      	8:00 AM (St. Henry)


10:00 AM (St. Mary)


     		12:00 PM (St. Mary,Spanish)


Tuesday        5:00 PM Mass


Wednesday   9:00 AM Mass


Thursday       9:00 AM Mass


Friday      	9:00 AM Mass





Reconciliation


Saturday	3:15 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday	7:30 AM (St. Henry)


Adoration


Opening	9:00 AM Tuesday


Closing	8:55 AM Thursday




















Announcements for Communities/Organizations in the Area





Church of Nativity in Cleveland -  invites you to “Shadow Stations, a Unique Lenten Devotion” which will depict a traditional play from Jesus being condemned to death to being laid in the tomb with all actors backlit so only the silhouettes are seen as they perform each scene.  These will be presented Wednesday, April 6th at 7:15 pm at the Church of the Nativity in Cleveland.


Red Cross Bloodmobile – is scheduled for Le Center on Tuesday, April 5th from 1 – 7 pm at the American Legion Club in Le Center.  Your blood is needed more than you think; make an appointment to donate blood today.  Call 1-800-733-2767 or call one of the local chairpersons, Bev at 357-6305 or Charolette at 357-6142.


St. Wenceslaus in New Prague – will be having Carlson’s Pillow Cleaning Service on Saturday April 9th from 7am – 1 pm.  This is a mobile unit so there is same day service.  Feather pillows cleaned, deodorized, sanitized and fluffed.  There are also custom-made new pillows and comforters for sale.  You can contact Mary Higgins at 952-758-0464 for more information.  See the flyers on the bulletin boards.


St. Patrick’s on Old Hwy. 13 Blvd – will have an all you can eat fish fry serving cod fish either deep fried or baked on Friday, April 8, from 5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  Menu includes fish, French fries & augratin potatoes, coleslaw, beans, rye bread and rolls, macaroni & cheese bars and beverage.  Adults - $10.00; children 4 – 12 years - $5.00 and under age 3 are free.  


Holy Spirit Retreat Center in Janesville – will present “Living with Hope through Life Losses” on Thursdays, April 7 & 14th from 1:00 – 2:30 p.m.   Free will offering will be accepted.  Presenter is Barbara Jackman.  Please call or email to register or for further information – Holy Spirit Retreat Center 3864 420th Avenue Janesville MN – 507-234-5712 – � HYPERLINK "mailto:retreat@frontiernet.net" �retreat@frontiernet.net�. 


7th Annual Senior Expo – will be presented on Tuesday, May 17th from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at the Verizon Wireless Center at 1 Civic Center Plaza in Mankato.  Special Guest speaker will be Don Shelby retired WCCO TV News Anchor.  There will be 90+ booths in the exhibition hall, informational seminars, medical screenings, door prize drawings, free parking and transportation with shuttles from Madison East and admission is free.  


St. Scholastica Parish in Heidelberg – will host its annual country style breakfast on Sunday, April 17,2011 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon.  They will serve scrambled eggs and ham, pancakes, fried potatoes, rolls and beverages.  Cost is $7.00 for adults, children ages 3-12 are $3.50 and under age 3 are free.


United Methodist Church in Le Center – monthly first Monday meal on April 4th at 6:00 p.m.  


St. Alphonsus Catholic Church in Brooklyn Center -  will host a one day retreat for adolescents and adults who are physically and/or mentally challenged on Saturday, April 16, 2011 from 10:00 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. See flyers on the bulletin boards.


We are pleased and proud to announce – that Sister Shirley Deustch who grew up in Le Center and was a member of St. Mary’s Parish joyfully celebrated her 50th jubilee as a Sister of St. Joseph of Carondelet on Saturday, March 19th, 2011.  After graduating from St. Catherine’s University, she taught at several metropolitan-area schools; however she spent most of her career at St. Croix Catholic School in Stillwater, MN.  In 1992 she took a sabbatical and also provided home care for an elderly woman.  Upon returning to St. Croix Catholic School in 1997,l she provided prayer for students and retreats for the faculty.  Sister Shirley left teaching in June, 2010 and is now retired.  Sister Shirley is an aunt to Judy La Framboise.  We extend our congratulations to Sister Shirley and wish her a restful and fulfilling retirement!  Sister Shirley’s address is: 1237 Cottage Drive, Stillwater, MN 55082








Pastoral Ministry





We are back on the Tuesday schedule for home Communion calls with Patty taking care of things for this week.  Please contact us if you have not been able to attend Mass and would like to receive Communion.





Please join us for Monday morning Stations of the Cross at 9:00 a.m. with the rosary beginning at about 8:40 a.m.  Praying the Stations with Mary the Mother of Jesus will be used this Monday.  





The process has begun as far as putting together the new Altar Ministers schedule for May through August.  As I was updating the lists for Servers, Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers it came to my attention that we will be “retiring” three Servers – Joe Budin, Ted Grof and David Kelly and two Lectors – Brigid Hertaus and Dan Krenik.  This group has done well staying on board with these duties through their Senior year.  May they continue their involvement with their Church as they go off to college!  





I have heard from some people as far as changes for the summer schedule.  Please have all requests in by April 15th.  





Sounds a bit early to be talking about this but we are aware of several baptisms that may be coming up in May.  Father is interested in getting an idea as to exactly how many so we can make plans accordingly.  If you are planning on baptism in May (date would be May 8 – Mother’s Day) please contact me at the Parish Center at your earliest convenience.  





Holy Week is approaching quickly as well!  Service Groups in both parishes are reminded to please provide a volunteer from your group for the foot washing on Holy Thursday evening.  Please call with the names of those volunteers as soon as possible so we’re not dealing with the “11th hour” scramble!  





With Judy and Father attending a meeting on Wednesday this week, I will be in the office that day to assist with staffing.  


  


The cross was no accident. The moment the forbidden fruit touched the lips of Eve, the shadow of a cross appeared on the horizon.  And between that moment and the moment the man with the mallet placed the spike against the wrist of God, a master plan was fulfilled.  





Jo Sowieja, Pastoral Minister


joso@frontiernet.net

















Many express how they want to make prayer and the Mass a greater part of their lives.  They are realizing that a genuine relationship with God is necessary, but still need the encouragement to continue on the path of faith in Jesus Christ.  That is the responsibility of us all.  Be a good role model in the faith.  Pray for these young people.  Support them as they take on greater roles in our parishes.  Talk to them after Mass and let them know that you’re happy to see them.  





God bless,


Fr. Chris Shofner  


� HYPERLINK "mailto:fr.chris@hotmail.com" ��fr.chris@hotmail.com� 








Next Sunday’s Readings


Ezekiel 37:12-14


Romans 8:8-11


John 11:1-45























Banns of Marriage:  




















Lighthouse Catholic Media, CD of the Week: "Building Better Families" by Matthew Kelly�Have you ever wondered what God wants for your family?  The family is the cornerstone of society, but raising a family in today's culture is more challenging than ever.  Matthew Kelly shows how the questions we ask as parents may be more important than the answers.  He offers important suggestions and helpful insights, along with colorful reflections from his own experience as one of eight children





CCW Announcements


              Upcoming Events





April Open Meeting of SWD – Tuesday, April 26th at St. Mary’s Church in Le Center at 6:30 p.m.  Please call Alissa at 507-357-6646 if you plan to attend.  Our featured speaker will be Ann Zemke, a Blaine quilt shop owner and author, who uses her own handmade quilt blocks to tell the story of her grandmother who was an orphan train rider in the early 1900’s. A light supper is also included and this event is open to all CCW members.�


ACCW Convention – Thursday, May 11th at Risen Savior in Burnsville. 





Spring No Salad, Salad Luncheon envelopes will be coming out next week, April 9-10, in the bulletin. Please insert your donation and either put them into the offertory donation or mail them to the parish office. Keep an eye out for them and thanks for all your help!� �














