  - 

[image: image1.png]





[image: image2] 

[image: image3.emf] 

 






 









It’s Festival Time!
With Easter being a bit later this year, the process of getting things started for the St. Mary’s Parish Festival has been pushed to the background a bit.  But, now it’s time to get going!  Our first Festival meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 4th beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the conference room of the Parish Center.  
Below is a listing of the Festival Chairpersons from the 2010 Festival.  If you do not plan on continuing as Chairperson for your area please contact the Parish Center so we can begin looking for your replacement.  Please be aware that this will be Tom Dwyer’s final year as General Chairperson.  It would be best to have someone lined up this year that will work with Tom and learn “the ropes” in preparation for next year.  If you are willing to accept this responsibility please contact Tom or the Parish Center.  
Pastor’s Corner





Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 





Alleluia!  Jesus Christ is risen!  Join with me in the joy of the Resurrection!  





I pray that these past forty days have been fruitful for you spiritually.  I pray that you have grown closer to our Lord through prayer and other spiritual disciplines.  I pray that you have come to understand the mystery of Christ’s Passion, Death and Resurrection just a bit more than you did before.  And I pray that the spiritual growth that you’ve experienced may continue to grow in the weeks and months to come.  





We now enter into the Easter Season, a period of fifty days ending with our celebration of Pentecost on June 12.  This period commemorates the time between Jesus’ Resurrection and the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles.  These fifty days are divided into two distinct periods.  For the first forty days, the Risen Christ walked with his disciples before ascending to the Father.  For the final ten days, the disciples waited until the Holy Spirit came to them in the form of tongues of fire.  As glorious as the Resurrection is, these fifty days bring ever-greater displays of God’s power and His love for us.  The fifty days of the Easter Season are likewise a time of grace, just as the forty days of Lent have been.  





How do we keep the joy of Easter alive in our hearts during this time?  Life will continue, even as we celebrate the Resurrection.  Present circumstances do not change simply because we celebrate this glorious event.  In light of the many challenges we face, it’s easy to let them overshadow the joy we experience.  But Pope John Paul II once reminded us that we can allow ourselves to rejoice continually.  He stated: “Do not abandon yourselves to despair.  We are the Easter people and Hallelujah [‘Praise God!’] is our song.”  





We keep the joy of Easter alive in our hearts by keeping the evidence of the Resurrection always before us.  Reflect often on the empty tomb, the words of the angel, the experience of those who encountered the Risen Christ as recorded in the Scriptures.  If that’s not enough, perhaps the greatest evidence is our own personal experience of the Resurrection—the transformation it has caused in our own heart.  














Mass Schedule





Mon. 25th 	Parish Center Closed


Tues.26th 	9:00 a.m. Opening of adoration


		1:00 p.m. Mission Sewing 


		5:30 p.m. Mass - Bob McMillen+


		6:30 p.m. CCW Open Meeting in Social Hall


Wed. 27th 	9:00 a.m. Mass – Felix & Evelyn Lang++


		5:15 & 6:45 p.m. Faith Formation classes 


		8:15 p.m. Faith Formation Board meeting


Thurs. 28th	8:55 a.m. Closing of Adoration


9:00 a.m. Mass – Keith Hobday+


		11:00 – 12:30 St. Henry Salad Luncheon


		5:15 p.m. First Communion Prep night for


		Grade Two children & Parents


Fri. 29th 	9:00 a.m. Mass – Gene Dwyer+


		6:00 p.m. wedding practice





Sat.  30th  	2:00 p.m. wedding


		3:45 p.m. Reconciliation


		4:30 p.m. Mass – Bill Mangan+


Lectors		Jean Bradshaw, Don Callisto


Euch. Min.	Sue Leary, Mary Jo Stocker


Server		Marisa Macho


Gift Bearers	Tyce Shook & Family 





 Sun. 1st	7:30 a.m. Reconciliation	


		8:00 a.m. Mass for Tony & Monica Traxler++


Lectors		Earle Traxler, Dick Wieland


Euch. Min.	Sharon Riebel


Server		Logan McCabe


St. Henry Appreciation Breakfast after Mass





		10:00 a.m. Mass for the Parish


All Altar Ministers will be from First Communion Families





12:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish





Please bring your Rice Bowl donations in now so we can complete the collection.  































































































Next Sunday, May 1st, is Divine Mercy Sunday





Prayer for Mercy





We bless you God most high.  Lord of mercies whose ways with us are great, excellent and glorious beyond all telling.  We give you thanks because you have not destroyed us because of our sins, but shown us continual love.  Enlighten the eyes of our understanding, Lord.  Open our lips an fill them with your praise; give us an unending hymn to sing in praise of your mercy and love.  














Faith Formation





Our final Faith Formation Class this year is Wednesday, April 27th.   My most heartfelt thanks go out to all of the nearly 80 volunteers that make this program possible!





The 6th Grade class is planning a fun service project to benefit the Early Session Students on April 27.  Thanks go to those catechists and students for their efforts and enthusiasm!





Parents and students in our 2nd Grade will have their First Communion Preparation Night on Thursday, April 28th beginning at 5:15pm with supper.  This will be our last meeting time before their First Holy Communion on May 1st.  


Our 10th Graders will be receiving their Confirmation on Monday, May 9th at Divine Mercy Church in Faribault. Please join together in prayer for all of our future sacrament recipients this spring.  





The Vacation Bible School theme and dates have been set!  Mark your calendars!  We will dive into SonSurf Beach Bash from Sunday, August 7 to Thursday August 11th.    Watch for registration sheets to come home with your K-5th grade child at their next class time.  Students in grades 6 and up as well as parents will have the opportunity to help out!  We’re giving a blast of information now as families are planning their summer schedules – and then will give it a rest until closer to August!





Our final Children’s Liturgy of the Word will be on Easter Sunday, April 24th at the 10am Mass.  This wonderful new tradition will start up again in the fall!  





“Peace be with you,” he said. After saying this he showed them his hands and his side.  The disciples were filled with joy at seeing the Lord   John 20:19-20








Colleen Budin


� HYPERLINK "mailto:colleenb@frontier.com" �colleenb@frontier.com�











Do you have Bridal Showers, Weddings, Birthdays or Graduations on your calendar? 





Don’t forget the St. Mary/St. Henry Cook Book!  It makes an excellent gift for most any occasion!  Stop in & pick some up to have on hand!  








Festival Chairpersons





General Festival Chairperson		Tom Dwyer


Raffle Tickets				Laurie Lloyd, Diane Christian, Angie Christian


Jackpot Drawing Tickets		Marlene Hunt


Dinner/Kitchen				Bruce & Colleen Budin, Tim & Jeanne Traxler


Dining Room				Steve & Evie Tambornino, Maureen Blaschko


Dinner Tickets				Mary Kay Whipps, Anne Claffey


Carry-outs/Deliveries			Gibbs Family


Dining Room/Pies			Beth McCabe


Post-Dinner Food Sales		Bev Steffen


Music/Wagon Rides			Milo Holey


Country Store				Dave & Mary Krenik, Deb & Clancy Mager


White Elephant Sale			Deb O’Malley, Shannon Lang


Handmade Quilts			Mission Room Crew – Ruth Germscheid/Jo Sowieja


Beer Garden/Pop Stand		Randy Hunt


Food Court				Theresa Collins, Judy Ykema


Money/Change				Emmett Krenik, Greg Traxler


Bingo					Knights of Columbus


Tents/Tent Setup			Anthony Beer & Kevin Gibbs


Set up Grounds			Pat Traxler


Meat Raffle				Darian Hunt & Brad O’Keefe


Pull Tabs				Tim Lloyd


Youth Games				Shannon Holicky


Social Hall Clean-up			John & Shirley Bartusek


Kitchen Clean-up			Mary Kelly


Outside Grounds Clean-up		Volunteer Needed!  


Silent Auction				Carol Holicky, Arianne Holicky


Concession Tickets Sales		Dennis Lang & Don Reak


Emcee					Barry Campbell


Advertising				Theresa Collins, Judy Ykema


Sound System				Don Larson


Hispanic Community 			Paul Lopez


Parking Lot				Mike Grof








St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team





On this glorious day, the St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team would like to share with you an Easter message from Fr. Frank Pavone, the national director of Priests for Life.  


�Dear Faithful Followers of Christ,





The Lord is risen, Alleluia!  On this day of days, our biggest feast day of the year, we rejoice in the victory of life! This victory is not just a hope; it is a fact. God, in Christ, has destroyed the power of death in all its forms – including lack of concern for human life, the dignity of human life and abortion – death can never have the final word!





This is why we are pro-life.  The victory of this day is the starting point and foundation of the pro-life movement. Christ's resurrection; his glorious gift of life, placed in our hands today, inspires us to proclaim, celebrate, announce and apply this victory to every segment of our society. We say to our culture, in effect, "Hurry up! God has accomplished His work, and we must run to share in its fruit! God's design for life is unfolding in a definitive way and this is our chance to catch hold of it and participate in it!"��


To all of you we wish a Happy Easter with a special joy knowing that we speak to many of you who understand Easter most profoundly and live it most intensely. Never doubt the victory of life, and always find in the Resurrection your strength to continue defending life, this greatest of all gifts!





We are remembering you and your intentions in our Easter prayers and Easter Masses.





Sincerely,


St. Mary/St. Henry Pro-Life Team members


 














St. Henry Sacrificial Giving





Weekly budget is $675.00





Sunday Adult	$    555.00


Plate		$      47.00


		$    602.00	-$73.00





Catholic Services Appeal	Goal $2,500.00


24 responding			        $1,875.00


Approximately $625.00 remains to meet the goal.


 











Church cleaning at St. Henry – Nancy Stauff & Barb Weinandt are scheduled to have the church cleaned by Sunday, May 1, 2011.





St. Mary’s Sacrificial Giving





Weekly Budget      $ 3,500.00





Sunday Adult	$5, 845.61


Plate		$    172.75


Youth		$        9.00


		$ 6, 030.36	+$2, 530.36





Catholic Service Appeal		 Goal is $12,500.00


183 responding   			    6,905.48


Approximately $5,594.52 remains to meet the goal. 








Capital Campaign


Cash & Commitments	$ 652,402.53


Cash this week		$     3,144.44


Cash to date		$ 539,645.86


Present balance on the building:


March 25, 2011		$ 696,049.19	


Thank you & bless you for your continued generosity!








Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry


165 N Waterville Ave


Le Center MN  56057


Phone - 507-357-6633


Phone/Fax - 507-357-4838





Parish Website: www.stmarysthenry.org





Parish Staff


Fr. Christopher Shofner - Pastor


Jo Sowieja - Pastoral Minister


Colleen Budin – Faith Formation


Judy La Framboise - Office Manager


Bill Collins Jr. - Maintenance


Terri McMillen - Music Ministry





Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Friday


Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted by the end of the work day on Wednesday. 





Sacramental Information


Baptism - offered once each month (except during Lent).  Contact Jo for baptism in English; contact Fr. Chris for baptism in Spanish


Marriage - contact Fr. Chris or Jo at least 6 months in advance.  All couples must complete a weekend retreat as well as marriage preparation classes with either Fr. Chris or Jo.  


Confirmation - youth are prepared in grades 8, 9 & 10.  For adult confirmation - contact Jo.


Anointing of the Sick - communal anointing for the Parish once each year in the spring.  For private anointing, contact Fr. Chris


Communion calls for ill or homebound - please contact Jo


R.C.I.A. - classes form in September and January.  Contact Jo


Adult Education - contact Fr. Chris or Jo


For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Judy.














Easter Sunday


April 24, 2011








Mass Schedule





Saturday      4:30 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday      	8:00 AM (St. Henry)


10:00 AM (St. Mary)


     		12:00 PM (St. Mary,Spanish)


Tuesday        5:00 PM Mass


Wednesday   9:00 AM Mass


Thursday       9:00 AM Mass


Friday      	9:00 AM Mass





Reconciliation


Saturday	3:45 PM (St. Mary)


Sunday	7:30 AM (St. Henry)


Adoration


Opening	9:00 AM Tuesday


Closing	8:55 AM Thursday




















Announcements for Communities/Organizations in the Area


. 


7th Annual Senior Expo – will be on Tuesday, May 17th from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at the Verizon Wireless Center at 1 Civic Center Plaza in Mankato.  Special Guest speaker will be Don Shelby, retired WCCO TV News Anchor.  There will be 90+ booths in the exhibition hall, informational seminars, medical screenings, door prize drawings, free parking and transportation with shuttles from Madison East and admission is free.   


Le Center Elementary Minnesota Reading Corp Members – are needed for the 2011-2012 year.  Please contact Jenny Wallskog Title I Teacher at Le Center Elementary if you are interested or you may also get more information on line at � HYPERLINK "http://www.MinnesotaReadingCorp.org" �www.MinnesotaReadingCorp.org� or � HYPERLINK "mailto:jroschen@mnedc.org" �jroschen@mnedc.org� or 507-625-8598.  


Catholic Youth Camps – McGregor, MN are enrolling for Summer 2011!  Weekly sessions  run through August 19th, 2011 for campers completing grades 1 – 12.  Enrich your faith, engage with new friends, and enjoy fun camp activities like swimming, fishing, dance, crafts, canoeing, archery, and MORE!  Call 651-636-1645 or visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.cycamp.org" �www.cycamp.org� for more information.


Divine Mercy Sunday Celebration on May 1 – at the Church of St. Michael in Prior Lake from 2:00 – 4:30 p.m.  Please join us and take advantage of the innumerable graces Jesus desires to give you on this special day.  For more info go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.stmichael-pl.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/Divine-Mercy-celebration-May-2011.pdf" �http://www.stmichael-pl.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/Divine-Mercy-celebration-May-2011.pdf� or call Mary Kay 952-447-3970.


Marriage Encounter Weekend – May 6-8 at Kings House in Buffalo, MN.  For more information on registering and upcoming weekends call 612-840-7630 or check our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.wwme.org" �www.wwme.org�.  


Queen of the Americas Guild Conference at the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in La Crosse Wisconsin – to be held July 29 & 30, 2011.  Flyers and posters with information are located at all entrances.  


St. John the Baptist Church – Jordan – will celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday on May 1, 2011 from 2:00 – 3:30 p.m.  See the flyers on the bulletin boards.  


St. Maron Church Minneapolis – Taste of Lebanon – authentic Lebanese Dinner will be served Sunday, May 1st, 2011 from 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. at Cedars Hall, 602 University Avenue NE Minneapolis.  $15 for adults; $8 per child ages 3 – 12.  


St. Mary/St. Henry Pro Life Team – will be sponsoring a Kickball Tournament for kids K-12 on Sunday, afternoon, May 15, 2011 from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the ball field by St. Henry’s church.  Holy Redeemer, St. Canice, St. Anne and Church of the Nativity students have also been invited.  A flyer will be coming out a few weeks before the event, but mark your calendars now.  Come and get involved for pro-life.  Funds raised from concessions will go towards a prolife charity.  





Pastoral Ministry





We welcome into the Church Lisa O’Malley who was received during the Easter Vigil and Nancy Torrezswho was received during the Spanish Mass on Easter Sunday.  Please continue to pray for these young women as they continue their Faith Journey as Catholic Christians! 





We have an extra week this month so I will take home Communion calls on Tuesday morning.  Please let us know if you have not been able to attend Mass.   





Thank you to my helpers who assisted with getting the Altar Ministers schedule out this past week.  Hopefully you have all received your copy by now.  If not let us know and we’ll take care of that for you!





Baptism for May will be offered on Sunday, May 8th after the 10:00 a.m. Mass and on Saturday, May 14th after the 4:30 p.m. Mass.  If you are requesting baptism in May please contact me with your choice of day/time and your information.       





The May calendar will wait until the bulletin next week; this week’s bulletin is large enough!           


 


When all of earth turns against you, all of heaven turns toward you.  To keep your balance in a crooked world….think of home!  





Jo Sowieja, Pastoral Minister


joso@frontiernet.net











Banns of Marriage:  Josh Johnson & Robyn Goethke 








The death of Christ moved some (like the good thief) to conversion as they witnessed Jesus give his life for them in such a dramatic way.  But the Resurrection of Christ is greater—Jesus rose from the dead, just as he promised.  If we are not moved to greater love of God because of the Resurrection, what will move us?  If we don’t see in the Resurrection God’s power in our own lives, what can possibly help us to see it?  “We are the Easter people.”  The Resurrection is the central event of our faith.  It is the source of our redemption.  As we celebrate today and throughout this Easter Season, let us give thanks to the Father for fulfilling His will in His only Son, Jesus Christ. 





God bless,


Fr. Chris Shofner  


� HYPERLINK "mailto:fr.chris@hotmail.com" ��fr.chris@hotmail.com� 








Next Sunday’s Readings


Acts 2: 42-47


1 Peter 1:3-9


John 20: 19-31























Banns of Marriage:  























Lighthouse Catholic Media, CD of the Week


“The True Meaning of Easter” by Archbishop Fulton Sheen





Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen was one of the best-known and best-loved Catholic orators of the twentieth century, reaching millions of Christians of all denominations.  Presented here are his timeless reflections on the Passion, Death and Resurrection of our Lord, combined with Scripture and Gregorian chant to create a powerful presentation that is sure to become a family favorite.





“A masterful presentation!  A wonderful combination of Scripture and commentary on the Passion of Christ.”  ~ Sue, Dayton, OH





“This CD helped me gain a deeper understanding of my faith and provides a way to share the message much more eloquently than I could myself.”  ~ David, Oregon, WI








              CCW Announcements


Upcoming Events





April Open Meeting of SWD – Tuesday, April 26th at St. Mary’s Church in Le Center at 6:30 p.m.  Please call Alissa at 507-357-6646 if you plan to attend.  Our featured speaker will be Ann Zemke, a Blaine quilt shop owner and author, who uses her own handmade quilt blocks to tell the story of her grandmother who was an orphan train rider in the early 1900’s. A light supper is also included and this event is open to all CCW members.


ACCW Convention – Thursday, May 11th at Risen Savior in Burnsville. 


Spring “No Salad” Salad Luncheon envelopes were supplied in the bulletin & at the doors.  Please insert your donation and either put them into the offertory donation or mail them to the parish office. Circle Leaders will be calling to remind everyone of this and of paying dues as well.  � �














