I imagine most of us, at one time or another, have felt misunderstood.  We act with certain intentions in mind, but sometimes other people misread our actions.  They project their own perceptions on us of what they think our motives are.  Needless to say, a lot of times they are wrong.  And if that’s true, then we have to admit that many times we can be wrong too when we try to judge others.  So it’s best, as Jesus says, to not judge the motives of the heart.  Leave that to God, who is the only One who can do it perfectly.  

That perfect judgment of God is what we see today.  It’s describing Judgment Day, when all people gather before the Lord.  Some who have done very good deeds their entire lives will expect to enter into the Kingdom on account of their good works.  But God will look deeper into their hearts.  He will know that some have acted sincerely and generously, without thought of selfish gain, and they will pass freely into the joys of Heaven.  But others will be turned away because the motives of their hearts were impure.  We hear their replies today: “But we prophesied for you, we drove out demons for you, we did mighty deeds in your name!”  And God will say, “But you didn’t do it for me!  You did it for yourself!”  God will look into the heart and see the selfish motives of wealth, fame, reputation, pleasure and comfort.  

When God created man, He entered into a covenant with him to always be there for him, to guide him and love him, and never forsake him.  But it’s not a one-sided covenant.  Man has a responsibility to fulfill as well—man promised to serve God alone, to not seek after other gods, not in his deeds nor in his heart.  But as we know, man fell.  He sinned.  But even so, God remains faithful.  He receives us back when we fall because He made us a promise.  So I think we owe it to God to do our best to fulfill our promise to Him.  The challenge comes when there are so many temptations.  A Christian may very well profess with their lips their faith in God alone, but sometimes in practice they bow to the other gods of wealth, fame, reputation, pleasure and comfort.  Sometimes a professing Christian may even place their own will above all things, effectively making themselves a god.  All of this is the foundation of sand that Jesus describes.  
One of the more common places we find this happening is, surprisingly, in our prayer.  We may turn to God often, but how many times in prayer have we laid out our exact plan for how we expect God to respond?  (“I’ll only be happy if you do this or that for me, God!”)  Of course, nothing’s wrong with asking God for help, even asking Him for some specific request, but the problem is when we don’t give God the freedom to be God, to work out His will in our lives, even if it means a slightly different path than what we envision.  

We can really disappoint ourselves if we imagine God to be someone that He’s not, when we expect God to act in ways that only we want Him to.  At times God is going to answer our prayers just as we’ve asked—sometimes our will is in agreement with His.  But what happens when that’s not the case?  What happens when we ask God for something—maybe even something very good or beneficial for us or the world—but for some reason it’s not what God chooses to allow in our lives?  We’re not always going to understand God’s reasons and His will, but can we accept it (that is, can we choose to live with it and still have some peace of soul)?  Over the years, I’ve had a good number of conversations with people—even in my own family—who’ve gotten very angry with God and even walked away from Him, because He didn’t do what they wanted Him to do.  God doesn’t always work according to our ways and plans, but it’s always in keeping with His promise to us to love and to guide and to be there for us.  
God’s vision is much wider than our own, because God can see in a single moment all the consequences of every decision we make in life.  These are things that we’re not capable of knowing—we can only see it in hindsight.  But that’s the secret to God’s will.  He’ll say “Yes” to our prayers when He knows they’ll lead us down a good path.  And He’ll say “No” when the consequences down the road aren’t so good for us.  The big question is: Can we trust that?  Can we trust God to lay a good path before us?  And can we accept even a “No” to our prayers with a spirit of peace, taking it as a loving response from God?  
I think we all want security in life.  We want that rock foundation that Jesus describes—a foundation that can’t be moved or shaken.  We’re not going to find that rock in ourselves, in other people, or in the things of the world.  That rock is the word of God alive in Jesus Christ—and it’s found in seeking God’s will for our lives.  That’s why Jesus taught us to pray: “Thy will be done.”  God’s not going to lead us down a wrong path in life, not if we keep our hearts pure and our eyes fixed firmly on Him.  
