I think most of us would agree that we are highly offended by those who totally disregard others.  To ignore the genuine needs of our neighbor or to maliciously seek to harm others, we would say, is unconscionable.  It reflects a heart that refuses to love.  And love, we know, is the highest of virtues we aspire to.  And yet this lack of regard is exactly what we see going on all around us today, in big ways and in little ways – over the years we have to admit that there has been a significant rise in a focus on ourselves, leaving little room for others.  We see this in the threat to human life in abortion and euthanasia.  We see it in the disregard of those that some claim to love when they abuse them verbally, physically or sexually.  We see it when a person addicted to drugs or alcohol pushes family and friends away.  We see it in so many different ways.  

But Jesus calls us to more.  And as faithful followers of Christ, we respond by trying to hold ourselves to a higher standard of love and calling others to the same, to put aside our selfishness and focus on genuine love of others by defending the dignity of human life in its most basic of forms—by seeking to do no harm to them in any way.  Sometimes that means learning to be more conscious of the needs of others. 

And that can be hard, especially if we come under the influence of the evil spirits.  I’m not talking necessarily about possession, like in today’s Gospel, but something like it—coming under the influence of those voices that destroy our conscience, convincing us that what is evil is good, and convincing us to disregard others.  
We have a glimpse today in the Gospel of the nature of these spirits, how little regard they have for us and how little concern they have if they should do us harm.  I don’t know if you noticed that, how little concern this demon has for this man – it completely ignores him, and all it can say is “What are you going to do to me, Jesus?”  It doesn’t care that it’s taken over the body and mind of this man, never makes mention of the harm he’s doing.  It doesn’t care.  All it cares about is controlling the person for its own pleasure and profit.  This is how it works.  Whether it’s a spirit of greed or lust or anger or addiction or whatever may possess us, it’s all the same.  It takes hold of us without any concern for the harm it may do.  And that translates into how we treat others.  
But we see how Jesus is concerned for people.  It’s his first concern and his only concern.  He’s compassionate to the suffering of man.  So his command to the demon to leave is not to boast of his own strength, but to show his love and compassion for man.  He says, “Come out of him!  Let him be free!  Do no more harm to him!”  The spirit had to yield to that kind of power – it was the power of God.  This is the power that Jesus wields – it’s his desire to care for the weakness within all of us, knowing that we don’t have the strength to do it on our own.  He looks on us as once he looked upon the crowds—as sheep, lost without a shepherd.  So he reaches out to us with his power and strength to save us and restore us to himself.  
· When we pray, we’re allowing Jesus to care for us – we’re allowing him into our life so he can speak that word to the spirits that are trying to take over, so he can say, “Stop! Come out of him!”  
· When we read Holy Scripture, we’re reading God’s Word of love and mercy to us, a Word powerful enough to destroy the plans of Satan.

· When we confess our sins in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Christ’s only concern is for us, that we be healed – this weekend, in fact, our Second Graders will experience that for themselves for the first time when they celebrate their First Confession.  No matter what we have done or how much we have done, all Jesus cares about is taking that burden away from us and helping us to be free to love and to serve once again.  

· When we receive Holy Communion, we are receiving Christ’s free gift of himself in the form of bread and wine, a gift of grace that strengthens us to continue to live in his love.  

God loves His creation, and because of that love, God won’t just stand by while humanity suffers.  Sometimes we think He just stands by doing nothing.  But He doesn’t.  He intervenes.  He heals.  He comforts.  He brings peace to the soul that’s in distress.  He walks with the one who suffers and brings them to where they need to be.  That desire that each of us has inside to be completely free from the fear and the pain and the frustration of life is fulfilled in only one place, in Jesus Christ, through Him who strengthens us!  Jesus silenced the unclean spirit today with a single word of power, and commanded it to leave the possessed man by the authority of God.  He will do with same for us if we allow him to.  He has the power to heal the sick, to comfort the broken-hearted, to free the prisoner and to break the bonds of addiction.  We just need to come to him in faith through prayer and the sacraments.  His love and concern for us is so great, he will speak the Word that heals.  
