These days we’re hearing Jesus speak about a lot of analogies for the spiritual life.  Last week he used the image of physical thirst as a way of talking about our spiritual thirst for God.  Today we hear how physical blindness is an analogy for our spiritual blindness.  We all are in need of having our eyes opened.  We come into this world unable to see clearly the truths of God.  So we’re taught and filled with lots of knowledge of who God is, but still we’re not quite able to see perfectly—we can kinda make our way around, but we only have a vague understanding of God, and so we’re really unable to make the kind of commitment to Christ that comes with full understanding.  We can’t really see clearly until God touches our life.  He wants every person to know Him and to love Him, so He reaches out to heal our spiritual blindness, to help us to see the reality of who He is and who Jesus is.  Some will embrace that offer of sight, and some will reject it.  For those who accept it, it’s not always an easy road, because with sight comes the responsibility to live as Christ—a life of sacrifice and service.  And that can be hard at times.  A follower of Christ needs the support of others who share the faith of Jesus Christ.  And for most of us, that support of our faith begins at home.  
This young man today in the Gospel had parents who were very active in the Jewish faith.  The synagogue was an important part of their life.  But they were challenged with the truth—to profess the power of Jesus Christ or not.  When their son was healed of his blindness, the Pharisees questioned them how it was possible.  They answered, “Yes, this is our son, and he was blind, but we don’t know how he can see now.”  But they were lying.  They knew.  They knew that Jesus was the one that healed their son.  They just didn’t want to admit it for fear of being thrown out of the synagogue for professing the miracles of Jesus.  So they basically throw their son under the bus—they say, “Ask him.  He can speak for himself.”  They were willing to risk their own son being thrown out of the synagogue, just to protect themselves.  So when questioned, the man born blind begins to describe how only a true man of God could have healed him.  He didn’t yet know Jesus really well.  He wasn’t really professing to be his disciple.  But all the Pharisees heard was a defense of Jesus, so they threw him out of the synagogue.  And the worst part of it all, his parents never came to his defense.  

We might ask: What parent would refuse to support their child in the ways of faith?  What parent would put themselves before their child?  What parent would provide everything for their child, except for what would truly fill up their soul and lead them to eternal life?  

A parent’s responsibility is awesome.  It goes far beyond providing material things.  It includes providing for their spiritual needs as well.  When a child is baptized, the parents make a promise to God and to their child that they will do everything they can to raise their child in the faith, to teach them about God and His Son Jesus Christ, to give them the spiritual resources they need to be truly happy in life.  They’ve been entrusted with the life and soul of this child.  But I think a lot of parents forget that.  They get too busy giving their children stuff to bother with giving them Christ.  
But children hunger for more than the stuff.  They have questions about life and about God and about how to be truly happy in life.  Sure, they want what every kid wants—the toys, the gadgets, the clothes, the freedom to hang out with their friends.  It’s very enticing.  But more importantly, they want meaning.  They want to have some certainty regarding the direction of their lives.  They want a relationship with God.  And they want their parents to take on a greater spiritual leadership in the home and share God with them.  But my guess is, if you ask them if they want this, and a lot of them will play it down.  
One of the CD’s we’re offering at the entrance of the church is by Fr. Larry Richards.  He tells the story of a young mother who comes to her pastor crying.  And the pastor asks, “What’s wrong?”  She says, “I caught my daughter praying.”  And the pastor says, “Well, what’s wrong with that?  That’s a good thing!”  The mother says, “I know.  But it’s what she was praying.”  And she began to describe how her daughter was saying “Look after mom and dad and Fido and my friends.  And please make my mom as nice at home as she is to the people at church.”  The mother was devastated because her daughter realized that her own mother was not a good role model of the faith.  And it wasn’t something that her child could even speak to her about.  

And isn’t that the truth?  A child, for the most part, is not going to tell their parents what they most need.  They’ll tell you what they want—it’s always easier to say, “I want the stuff,” it’s much easier than saying, “I need your love and support.”  But your children deserve a voice for what they most need, what they have longed for from you.  I can talk about this with some certainty because I’ve had five years of talking with the children of this parish in the confessional, in counseling, in casual conversation.  Some of these kids seek it out themselves because they don’t have anywhere else to go.  Some don’t feel they can talk to their parents about these things.  They ask: “How do I get my parents to church?  I want to go with them, but they never want to go.  There’s always something else to do.”  “How do I get my parents to live their faith?  All they do at home is yell.”  Kids are very honest, very open, about what they need.  And hearing these things time and time again, it breaks my heart.  It should break yours too.  

There are some basic patterns to what I’m hearing.  Your children need you to be their parents, not their best friends.  They need you to give them love to fill them up, not things.  They need you to take the spiritual lead in the home—and that means both mom and dad—they’re trying to foster a relationship with God, but they need your support and your active participation.  They need you to show as much interest in their spiritual lives as you do in their sports or their academics or their social lives.  They need you to be good examples of what it means to be a good person—they need you to be a moral guide.  That means, for them to learn respect, they need to see you showing respect.  They need you to take your own relationship with God seriously—by going to church, by praying, by serving others—so they can see for themselves what a life of faith really looks like.  You are the most important teachers of the faith to your children.  No one else has the unique opportunity to influence the hearts and minds and souls of your children like you do.  
And let’s say, you don’t have children at home.  This still applies.  We are in a battle for the hearts and souls of our young people, and the more we support the parents of our Church in providing spiritually for their children, the stronger they will be, and the stronger we will all be.  But it starts at home.  It starts with parents who are not afraid to engage their children in conversation about God, who are not afraid to pray with their children, who are not afraid to make God a priority in their family life.  
