When I was younger, I was like a lot of kids—I used to be very swayed by all the voices around me.  Voices that tried to get me to believe that I wasn’t good enough or that what I had to offer the world wasn’t useful enough.  Voices that tried to convince me that the most important thing in life was money, power, beauty or knowledge.  Voices that said fitting in was more important than upholding the values of Christ.  These voices suggested that we had to put everything aside in order to please others.
The problem, of course, is that if we set out only to please others, we’ll never do it—because there are so many voices out there, and they all want different things.  Some want hot, others want cold.  Some want black, others want white.  Some voices will lead us to what is truly good and just.  Others will only lie to us.  

In the end only one thing matters—not that we have pleased others, but that our lives have been pleasing to God.  And our lives are pleasing to God when our lives become a reflection of Jesus Christ—when we foster a spirit of faith, hope and love; when we’re not afraid or ashamed to speak to others about Jesus; when we don’t waver in our faith just to please others or not offend them with the truth; when we’re willing even to suffer loss for the sake of Christ. Our lives become a reflection of Jesus Christ when we truly listen to the voice of Christ, let him guide us and lead us, let him show us the way to live so as to truly be happy.  Christ is the Good Shepherd.

Jesus says today that his sheep know him and follow him because they recognize his voice.  Do you recognize the voice of Jesus?  In the busyness of your life, do you recognize when he’s calling you to sacrifice, to take a stand, to love, to serve, to go against the flow and make him known?  Do you listen to that voice?

Christ is the Good Shepherd that’s constantly speaking to us in a language that is only fully understood by the spirit within us.  We experience it as a natural draw toward Jesus and toward everything that is good, holy, true and just.  Any voice that points us in any other direction than that is not of Christ and is in fact a thief of the life and goodness within us.  We need to make sure that the voice we’re listening to in life is indeed the voice of Jesus.  And that requires thoughtful discernment and prayer and real relationship with Jesus. 

While Jesus often describes himself as the Good Shepherd, today he describes himself in another way, with an odd image.  He calls himself the sheep gate, through which his sheep enter in and go out.  It’s an odd image, but a simple image in the end—meaning that we must always go through Jesus in everything.  

“Through him, with him, in him” we make all our petitions to God.  We ask our prayers “through Jesus Christ our Lord,” right?  “Through him, with him, in him” we gain our peace and salvation, and there is no other way.  “Through him, with him, in him” is the only sure way to be fulfilled and to know that we are living a life pleasing to God. 

I can’t think of a better way to live a more fruitful life for God than to strive to listen more closely to the voice of Christ in prayer and to offer everything we do as a gift to God through Jesus Christ.  
