We might imagine today what these foolish virgins must have felt.  After waiting anxiously for hours for the bridegroom to come home, they realized they were low on oil for their lamps, so they had to rush home to get more.  But when they came back, they realized they had just missed the bridegroom’s return.  The door was locked, and they were locked out.  Now, sometimes I get a bit bummed when I’ve been waiting all day for a phone call, and then the moment I walk away from my desk for two minutes, that’s when they call.  I think, though, what makes this situation even more devastating is the fact that after knocking on the door to be let in, the bridegroom himself answers the door and tells them quite squarely, “I don’t know you.”  
Imagine their reaction: “Are you joking?  Surely, you know us!  You invited us to the banquet yourself!”  But then he says, “I assure you, I do not know you.”  It kind of prefigures the final judgment when you think about it, when the Lord separates out the goats and the sheep, and He turns to the goats on His left who didn’t follow His will, and He says, “I don’t know you.”  “Of course you do!  We did all these good things in our lives—we fed the hungry, we gave to charities, we were good people!”  But Jesus will say, “I assure you, I do not know you.”  
There must be some criteria that Jesus is using to justify locking these people out of the banquet.  And I think it’s fairly obvious that the distinction is between those who possess wisdom and those who don’t, the foolish.  But the Lord easily forgives all sorts of careless mistakes and bad decisions we make, so why not this one?  I think it’s because of the nature of wisdom.  It’s one of the fundamental qualities of God.  We say, “God is Love…God is Truth…God is Wisdom.”  If someone utterly lacks love for others, then we would say that they are not a reflection of God.  The same with wisdom.  If we lack wisdom, then we lack a fundamental aspect of God’s presence within us.  To enter into the feast, God wants to see in us a reflection of Himself.  He wants to see His wisdom within us.  The foolish virgins completely lacked that, and worse, they didn’t even realize it, so the bridegroom didn’t recognize them.  But we’re called to be different.  We’re called to be like the wise virgins, a true reflection of the Lord because of His wisdom dwelling within us.  We have the invitation today to grow in wisdom. 
Some say wisdom is reserved only for the old, that it comes only with having lots of experience with joy and success and sorrow and failure.  And, yes, a certain type of human wisdom is gained that way—we learn from our mistakes and failures.  But this isn’t necessarily the wisdom of God, understanding the meaning of God’s word and what He truly wants for us.  This type of wisdom is not necessarily increased with age, and it doesn’t come necessarily only through experience.  True wisdom is a gift of God—a Gift of the Holy Spirit—that can be poured out on any person at any age at any time.  And that’s the wonderful thing about this gift—we don’t have to wait for years to receive it.  We can ask for it now, and God will grant it to us in abundance.  
I remember when I first learned about God’s wisdom, when I first heard the story of King Solomon and how he resolved the dispute of two women who each claimed the same baby was theirs. He suggested cutting the baby in two and giving each woman half.  The faker was more than willing to do that, while the real mother’s love for her child was so great, she was willing to rather give up her child to the other woman to save its life.  Solomon knew then who the real mother was.  I wanted that kind of wisdom, so I would pray for it more than anything else: “God, give me wisdom.  Help me to be figure out how You work and give me insight and help me make good decisions.”  I still pray for this gift more than any other, because wisdom is what has to guide every ministry, every homily, every lesson that is taught.  I see how in small ways God has indeed answered those prayers. 
All of us need God’s wisdom.  Parents need wisdom to raise their children right—to know when to say “Yes” and when to say “No.”  Kids need wisdom to know when their peers are pressuring them to do things that aren’t right.  Spouses need wisdom to know how to give themselves to each other in mutual love and respect and service.  Whenever we go through hard times and can’t decide what to do or where to turn, we need the wisdom of God to guide us, because it’s easy to allow our minds to go in every direction, and it’s easy to get burdened with the fear of making the wrong decision.  So we torture ourselves in this game of trying to figure out the perfect solution, while inwardly all we’re really longing for is the answer to the question: “What does God want me to do?”  Ultimately, it’s a matter of turning to the wisdom of God rather than to our own wisdom.  

But how do we know?  How do we discern that the thoughts we have in our minds and the inspirations we receive are truly the wisdom of God and not the product of our own thoughts and imagination?  How do we recognize God’s wisdom?  

Today’s first reading says that “[wisdom] is readily perceived by those who love her, and found by those who seek her.”  So that’s the first key—we have to trust that if we truly desire it, we will find it.  Then we have to seek it, we have to ask for it, we have to pray for it.  Then we have to recognize God’s wisdom as that, among all the other voices in our minds.  We can do that by recognizing the qualities of God’s wisdom—what makes it different from human wisdom: 

· First, God’s wisdom always leads to our good.  That doesn’t mean that every path we’re led down is one we’d choose for ourselves.  We may be scared or nervous, but that doesn’t necessarily mean it’s not from God.  God, in His wisdom, sees the ultimate destination, not just the path it takes it get there.  If Christ focused only on how hard the cross would be and ran away from it, then he never would’ve won the victory through his Resurrection.  When I was graduating college, I needed to decide where to go to graduate school.  I could’ve attended programs close to home in Kentucky or move to Minnesota, a scary proposition to leave everything familiar behind.  But in making that decision to move here, as difficult as it was, now I can see the good of it because the fruit has been tremendous.  God’s wisdom was greater than my own.  
· The second attribute of God’s wisdom is that it will always maintain the integrity of our Christian faith.  It will never contradict in any way Christ’s teachings, not in the least.  Merely human wisdom has a way of justifying certain decisions.  If someone hurts you, and your mind is telling you that the best solution is to seek revenge because they deserve it, that’s not the prompting of God’s wisdom because Christ never encouraged vengeance, but rather forgiveness and love of our enemies.  St. Paul encourages us to test the spirits to see if they’re from God.  Take the options and see if they stand up against the test of Christ’s teachings in every way.  
· The third attribute of God’s wisdom is that it will always give us a sure sense of peace within our hearts and souls.  Again, this isn’t to say that the prompting of true wisdom is going to be something we like, but we’ll know deep within that it’s the right thing.  When you’re part of a group that starts gossiping about someone, and that little voice inside you tells you to speak out, don’t you feel a sense of peace for actually doing it?  It might have been uncomfortable, but you knew it was the right thing to do!  
We can recognize God’s wisdom, we just have to know how to.  If we seek the wisdom of God, then He will reveal it to us, and He will ensure that in the end we know it’s from Him.   
