I wonder if you can imagine the picture painted for us today in the Gospel.  John the Baptist we know to be the herald of Christ’s coming – a saint, a powerful voice speaking out in the wilderness, a leader with a vast following of hundreds or even thousands of people who came to him to be baptized and to hear him speak.  And yet, what was it about this man that resounded so powerfully with the people?  
· It sure wasn’t his looks.  He’s described as dressing in camel hair, with only a leather belt around his waist.  He would’ve looked like a caveman to most of us, even while in those days most other people dressed in robes.
· And it wasn’t his behavior.  He’s described as eating locusts and wild honey – basically, chomping down on large grasshoppers and sticking his hand in beehives.  Everyone else was going to the market and buying their food.  

It was nothing about his appearance or his habits that attracted people to John the Baptist.  And yet he had a huge following – in fact, he even had to explain to the people that he wasn’t the Messiah. He told them to look to someone greater that was coming, someone whose sandals he was unworthy to loosen.  Someone must’ve thought for some reason that he was “all that.”  What was it that attracted people to him?  
It was the message he proclaimed.  He was an instrument of God working in the world.  That’s what people were attracted to!  John the Baptist was the “voice of one crying out in the desert: Prepare the way of the Lord.”  He was announcing to the people that they didn’t have to hold onto their sufferings and their sadness and their sin any longer, and they didn’t have to try to fill up the emptiness within by themselves, because Christ was coming, who would be the one-stop source for peace, for joy, for forgiveness, for salvation.  People heard that message and they wanted more.  They wanted to take advantage of what John was talking about.  They looked past his appearance and listened to the message of truth spoken through him.  

Some of you may have seen the show “The Voice,” where singers audition in a studio where the judges can’t see what they look like (they can only hear their voice), so they earn their place in the competition based solely on what matters, not on what they look like.  That’s what was happening with John and the people.  In the end, when it comes to our happiness in this life, appearances don’t matter, the superficial isn’t going to cut it – in the end, nothing else matters than Jesus Christ.  We have to be willing to listen to the voices that announce Jesus Christ to the world.  
There are always going to be those who have contempt for Jesus and for the things of faith – those who are unwilling to listen to the voices that proclaim Jesus Christ.  It might even be that person sitting next to you today, who’s more concerned about when Mass is going to end rather than actually using this time to pray.  This is the saddest thing, to know that, among so many people of real faith, there are those who think very little of the things of faith.  These are the ones I pray for the most.  How do we reach out to these people and help them if they’re unwilling to listen to the voices that God is using to announce Jesus to them?  If only they knew the power of what happens here at the Mass, how Jesus Christ offers his very life to us in the form of bread and wine, how the angels surround us and hang on every prayer and fall down in adoration when the Eucharist is raised, how the songs of the angels fill the heavens and encourage us to raise our voices with theirs!  But we don’t see that, do we, not with our physical eyes?  Sometimes we judge our worship solely by the superficial.  

Of course, it’s not just in our worship. It’s in the world as well.  We can’t seem to see past the superficial in one another and see what’s best within us.

· In the culture today I see so many beautiful women hiding the beauty they have within by dressing in all types of revealing outfits and wearing tons of makeup, trading the prospect of true love for who they really are for simple attention for what they look like.
· I see people—young and old—who feel they need to do risky or illegal things just to fit in with their peers or to show off, rather than just being the better person they know they are and allowing others to celebrate the good within them.
· I hear from kids time and time again who wish for nothing more than that their parents would just love them and show interest in more than just academics and sports, as important as those are, but things that don’t reflect who they really are as individuals.  

We wonder sometimes why we’re so unhappy as a culture, or why the happiness we do have doesn’t last.  We’re focused on the wrong things.  

When I first started as priest here in LeCenter, at least for the first few years, every summer a man would stop by the office, looking for help to get to Faribault so he could hitch a ride with the truckers.  He was an old man, a bit dirty, a bit scruffy, a bit smelly.  One summer I decided to give him a ride myself.  During that half-hour, we had the most amazing conversation.  He was articulate, knowledgeable about the faith, not at all what his appearance seemed to suggest.  He was the most charming man.  Looks can be deceiving.  What is truly attractive is not what’s on the outside, but what we share of ourselves from what’s inside, the good that God has planted within.  
In the end we are attracted to the voice that speaks of integrity, honesty, faithfulness, goodness, generosity, kindness, selflessness, trustworthiness – all those virtues that make up the Christian life.  We’re intuitively attracted to these things because we know that this is the kind of life we want for ourselves, we know that this is the kind of life that leads to peace and true joy.  John the Baptist summed all that up by simply proclaiming Jesus Christ, and that’s what we do.  No matter what we look like, no matter what our place in this world, we can use our voice to proclaim Jesus Christ, most especially during this Advent season as we await the birth of Christ.  Those whose hearts are ready will listen.  And those whose hearts are not ready, we pray that God will prepare them to receive Christ on Christmas Day.  
