We hear today about Jesus’ temptation in the desert, the Devil’s attempts to get Jesus to fall into sin—because if Jesus were to sin, even once, he’d no longer be the perfect, spotless sacrifice that was necessary to redeem mankind, and mankind would remain in a state of condemnation for our sins.  But Jesus perfectly resists each of the Devil’s temptations by turning to the Word of God.  Faith in the living Word has the power to counter the Devil’s temptations, ultimately causing him to flee.  It really makes you see the faith that Jesus had in the Father’s Word—he could stand firm and calm in the face of the greatest evil.  Hopefully, Christ’s victory here makes us all the more eager to follow his lead when confronted with our own temptations.  By turning to the Word of God, we can do battle and be victorious—in God’s Word, we find peace and the encouragement to fight.  

One of the most important lessons we learn here is that Jesus didn’t run away from the fight.  He confronted it head-on, no matter how hard it would be.  When Jesus came to earth to begin his mission to save us, he came knowing that he would have to suffer and die.  But who of us really wants to suffer, let alone die?  Even Jesus himself was so scared of what would happen to him, he entered into great agony the night before, to the point of sweating blood and asking the Father to let this suffering pass him by.  So, if given the opportunity to accomplish his goal in an easier way, why wouldn’t he take it?  So that’s how the Devil chooses to trick Jesus into sinning—he offers him an easy way out of the cross.  
Jesus wants the people to follow him, and what better way to do that than to satisfy the people’s physical needs?   Give bread to the poor and hungry and they will follow.  So we have the first temptation: “Use your power as the Son of God to transform these rocks into bread.  You’ll satisfy your own hunger, and you’ll be able to feed all the poor people who come to you, and they’ll be more than happy to follow!”  It’s tempting, for sure.  It seems so easy.  But what at what cost?  We see that in some nations of our world today, leaders promise to do this exact thing—to give people food and housing and other needs, but it only serves to make the people dependent on them.  Simply satisfying physical needs is not the way to build the Kingdom—people wouldn’t be attracted to God out of love, only for their own needs.  And so Jesus says: “Man does not live by bread alone.”  He wants them to be attracted by and fed only by the Word of God.  
So the Devil changes course.  His second temptation, he says: “Throw yourself down from the top of the temple.  And when God saves you and stops you from hitting the ground and getting hurt, the people will marvel at you.  They’ll know you’re the real deal, the ultimate miracle-worker.  They will follow you because you have power!”  Again, it’s so tempting, so easy!  The crowds will follow people who can shake them out of the monotony of their everyday lives, people who can give them great signs and wonders.  But again, is this the way to build the Kingdom of God, by putting on a show for them?  Does that foster real love for the God who created them?  Consider, too, that when a person acts so recklessly, it doesn’t mean God will always intervene to save the day—you shouldn’t test the Lord your God.  Jesus knows that his power was not to be used for show.  His miracles and healings were meant to be a sign of faith that already exists in the hearts of his followers, not as the sole means to build up faith.  
So the Devil abandons this temptation and turns to the greatest one of all—taking Jesus up to a mountaintop and showing him all the kingdoms of the world.  In an instant, Jesus can see all the nations and all the people that he wants to reach with the message of the Kingdom of God.  It seemed so vast.  “Look at all these kingdoms,” the Devil said, “the towns and the villages, and all the souls looking for meaning in their lives.  You can give it to them, and I can make it happen for you!  Bow down to me,” he said, “and all these people will be your subjects.  They will follow you and listen to your every word!”  Now, how tempting is that!  Jesus’ mission could be accomplished in an instant.  He’d have the authority and a platform for preaching the Kingdom of God.  Everyone would know who he was.  But at what cost?  He would abandon the Father in Heaven and end up serving the Devil, ultimately putting all the world into his hands.  But Jesus’ mission was just too great to allow that to happen, so he dismisses Satan.  He says, “Get away!  You shall serve the Lord your God alone!”  

And with that, the Devil fled.  And Jesus was victorious.  He could’ve fulfilled his mission very easily and avoided the cross by giving in to any of these temptations.  He could’ve taken the easy way out.  But he didn’t.  He refused to compromise the Father’s will, no matter how difficult it may be.  But if he had given in, where would we be as a human race?  It’s a great reflection as we enter this Lenten season.  
I think this also gets us to consider our own lives and the difficult tasks we face.  How many goals are set before us that just seem so overwhelming?  Our career, our home and family, our inner struggle to be a better person, our relationship with God.  In all these areas and so many more, how often do we try to look for the easy way out?  And who can blame us, right?!  We like things to be manageable, efficient, easy.  But sometimes taking the easy way out compromises our ultimate goal.  Think about it:

· It’s just easier to place the kids in front of the TV instead of spending time with them and playing with them.  But the cost is that the family just isn’t as strong anymore.  

· It’s just easier to have someone else in the office do more of their fair share of the work on a project and then let everyone take equal credit for it.  But by doing so, you risk your integrity and your honesty, and it creates bitterness among coworkers.  

· It’s just easier in a marriage or any relationship not to talk about the problems that exist, just sweep it under the rug instead of opening up a difficult conversation.  But avoiding working toward resolving problems can just lead to years of unhappiness.  

· It’s just easier to say a quick, mindless Our Father at the end of the day and tell others that we pray, rather than actually taking a half hour each day to really spend with God in prayer, opening up your needs before Him.  The cost, of course, is that you’ll never know the experience of real faith until you actually yourself to practice it.  

· It’s just easier to deny our personal flaws and failings than it is to acknowledge them.  But you end up not being honest with yourself, and you’ll never know what you’re actually capable of until you can be honest and begin to work on some of those things.  
Lent is a perfect time to reflect on all these ways in which our lives can be better, if only we’re willing to face the difficult road that lies before us.  As we strive to live our lives as God wants us to, in our homes and at work and school, and as we set goals for ourselves personally and in our relationships, we have to keep our eyes open to the temptations that want to distract us from those goals.  We have to ask ourselves: In what ways are we trying to avoid the hard work of life and instead looking for the easy way out?  
We need only look to Jesus, who faced the challenge of the cross with great courage and love.  His response to the Devil today is a model for us.  Rely on the Word of God to give you the strength and courage to do what is good and right, to dismiss what is harmful, and to help you always keep your eyes on the prize of His Kingdom.  

