A while back there was a story in Massachusetts newspapers of a 61-year-old woman who got into a lot of trouble.  It was her first day of her new job as a school bus driver.  After picking up about 10 kids, she ended up making some wrong turns and made some poor decisions about which roads to take.  She got so lost that she ended up in Connecticut.  Because she had children with her, when they didn’t show up at school, an all points bulletin was issued for her on charges of kidnapping, and since she had crossed state lines, the FBI was called in.  Finally, after locating the woman and questioning her, the authorities realized she had simply lost her way, and they released her.  

A few wrong turns—it happens.  It happens in life.  It can happen to good people.  A few bad judgments, and suddenly you’re lost, entangled, trapped in the weeds, a golfer might say.  Sometimes a lot is at stake—a marriage, your health, the safety of others.  Pulling weeds is an important part of a happy and successful life.  But sometimes we’re more concerned about the weeds in other people’s lives, rather than our own.  We’re more focused on the mistakes that they make, rather than trying to prevent the consequences of the bad judgments and wrong choices we make.  
Today’s readings tell us about a very patient and compassionate God who is slow to anger, and quick to forgive the so-called “weeds” among us.  He holds out the hope that the weeds among us will be converted and that we won’t be in such a hurry to dismiss others based on unwarranted and hasty judgments.  Some have this image of God as a strict and angry God, who’s always judging us and ready to punish us for anything we do wrong—but today is a reminder that God is merciful.  All of His works are directed to our conversion, our growth and the transformation of our lives—a gift from a loving Father to His children.  We’re reminded how the Spirit of God works patiently to strengthen us in our weakness—God doesn’t simply throw us away like we’re no longer useful to Him—and so when we’re weak, we too should be patient with ourselves. 

We hear that we’re the seed that God sows in the world.  God nurtures the ground as well as the plants that grow.  And like any gardener will tell you, it takes patience and care to tend to a harvest.  And so God, the Master Gardener, is patient and nurturing toward us as well.  He allows the good and the bad to coexist in the world, so that those who are bad may come to conversion before their time ends.  He says, “Let the wheat and the weeds grow together until the harvest.”  In other words, God supports the good with His grace, and He waits for repentant sinners to come to Him, those who want their lives transformed and are willing to allow God to effect that change.  

I think there’s a couple calls in this parable for us as well, not just to realize the love of God, but to realize that in this world the wheat and the weeds must grow together.  People of faith will always live among those who don’t follow the commands of Christ and don’t listen to the promptings of the Spirit.  We’re called not to uproot those unfaithful ones for failing to meet the high standard of Christian discipleship, like the servants wanted to do in Jesus’ parable—after all, who of us can say we’re perfect in our Christian walk?  None of us!  Rather, we’re called to engage them in the world, help to nurture their faith by being a good example and sharing the Gospel message.  That means we need to practice patience.  First, with ourselves.  We may not get everything done perfectly this week, but that’s okay.  To paraphrase Blessed Mother Teresa, God doesn’t demand success in everything we do, only that we are faithful.  Then we must be patient with others—those whose habits annoy us, those whose opinions differ from our own, those who make our spiritual progress more difficult through their bad example and their support of ideas contrary to Christian teaching.  God works powerfully through the patience we show these people, to bring them back to the right road, and through the patience we show in our prayer for their conversion.  
There’s a call here as well to examine our own lives rather than focus on the shortcomings of others.  Only One can judge, and it’s not us.  We can only look at our own heart and repent of the wrong that we’ve done.  So we look at ourselves and ask if we’re truly living the life Christ has called us to.  How often have we acted like weeds in God’s garden, not following His way but our own—selfish, lazy, lustful, greedy, jealous, angry, prideful?  How merciful is God that He didn’t call forth the harvest at those times when we were at our worst!  How merciful is God that He gives us the time and the opportunity we need to change and to grow through His grace!  Through the power of His Spirit, God can transform even the ugliest thorn into the most beautiful blossom of faith.  And no one, not even the weeds among us, are out of his reach.  God is patient and merciful and ready to nurture us into His likeness.  

The good news in Jesus’ Word today is that Christian growth and maturity are probably the most effective forms of weed control—attained through prayer, the sacraments and sincere striving for holiness. As we walk that path of Christian holiness, perhaps it’s enough to know now that we are the seeds planted by the Son of Man, and that if we’re faithful we’ll be part of an abundant harvest that will one day be gathered in by the angels of God.  
